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The referendum what your collegeSome answers from CYSF thinks r .*sytX
There’s a referendum happening on Nov. 30 and Dec. l and 2. Some 

people are unhappy about what’s going on, some are suspicious, 
most are merely confused or disinterested. I would like in the next 
few pages to outline the philosophy and the reasoning behind the 
referendum and I would hope to provide you with enough information 
to allow you to cast an intelligent vote.

Let’s set down a few facts.
York is founded on the college system and has been both 

philosophically and structurally since the University’s beginning. 
When ^ ork was founded in 1961, the effects of the multiversity could 
already be seen. In order to break down a mass of 10,000 students into 
something a little more personal and individual smaller units of 1,000 
persons were conceived and these were to be known as colleges. 
However, the college system has had a very adverse effect in 
politically (and otherwise) fragmenting the student body.

TTie college system is not working now. Please note that I am not 
saying the college system has failed and should be scrapped, rather 
that it has not been fulfilling the theory on which it was based. Need 
some proof? Let me cite a few examples.

1) For hundreds of freshmen, orientation here this year was a 
fiasco. I tried to speak to as many students as was personally 
possible and those I managed to meet were depressed, lonely and 
confused. No senior students were there to help out. Getting into 
some college’s tutorials involved worse hassles than registration. 
Dances and films replaced meeting people. But “orientation”’ 
Forget it.

2) The colleges, with three “major” social events have managed to 
lose about $8,000 this year. Crowbar lost $3,400, Festival '71, about 
$2,000 and Chase about $2,600. TBis was after one college had been 
guaranteed that it could not possibly lose more than $900 on the 
Crowbar concert. This was also after Quicksilver Messenger Service

- tod been offered for Festival ’71. York has a deserved reputation for 
mediocre entertainment.

3) Massive congestion in Central Square and the Ross Building 
attests to the fact that students are not returning to “their” college to 
relax, because they don’t identify with it. All of us have favourite 
coffee shops, but that too is rarely based on college involvement, 
rather it is on personal taste. Do you go back to your college all the 
time? If not, why not?

Many questions have been asked about CYSF, its budget and its 
services. Let me try and answer some now.

1 ) How much money does CYSF get? $95,000 which is 9,500 students 
at $10.00 each.

2) What does it provide with that money? Radio York, Excalibur, 
Day Care Centre, Student Clinic, stickers, phone books, academic 
information, course union help, community help, legal aid 
university clubs. Pollution Probe, the Red and White Society, etc.

3) Can CYSF survive on a smaller budget? No, I don’t think so. 
Come on over and take a look at the budget and tell me where and 
how we can cut the funds that we spend.

4) Has CYSF been financially efficient in the past? No, it has been 
certainly just as bad as the college councils in this regard. But we’re 
planning to hire a full time business manager. That’s a concrete step 
towards a permanent solution for CYSF’s financial problems.

5) Why does CYSF want financial independence from the colleges? 
Firstly, because C\SF is broke right now since they delayed in 
passing our budget. Secondly, because the colleges never made a 
budget decision on financial grounds, merely on whether they like 
CYSF, Excalibur or whatever at that particular moment. Thirdly, 
the college councils get all their money without any approval from 
anyone at all — and they are the ones who are'failing Our ef­
fectiveness is only hampered by this annual game of paranoia 
politics over the budget.

6) How much money do the college councils get? Seventeen dollars 
per student, or on average about $25,000 each.

7 ) Where do they spend it’ ^ ou ask them. Some of the categories in 
their budget are a lot more open to criticism than those in CYSF’.

8) Can the colleges survive on a smaller budget? I don’t know. It 
has been suggested that a shortage of funds might promote more 
cooperation. However. I think all you would see is a cutback in what 
they do.

9) Are the CYSF trying to take over the college’s function? No, we 
are not. We are still going to be only concerned with University- 
oriented affairs. But the new constitution does make the college 
council’s job blindingly clear - which is to guide and govern their 
college and not everybody else.

And that s where we are now. Stopped. I believe that a successful 
referendum will start all sorts of schemes happening. With no control 
over CYSF, the colleges must turn and work on themselves. With no 
hinderance from the colleges, CYSF can become a more efficient 
and effective organization. The new constitution carefully defines 
deliberate federal provincial setup.

CYSF is pledged to support the college system and will. This can be 
immediately evidenced in the cooperative planning of this year’s 
W’inter Carnival. You know the problems as well as I do and together 
I hope we can beat them.

To all other members of the University community, I would ask 
that you take part in the discussion and voting on the new con­
stitution. I hope by the end of the month you will have received more 
than enough information to make an intelligent decision about the 
future of York’s Student government. Please talk to friends, council 
members, college masters, about what is and what should be, going 
on around here.

ExportALetter sent to the colleges by ExcaliburFounders College Glendon College colleges. For they must say yes 
before the CYSF can get its money .” 
Mr. Axelrod forgot to mention 
!fW™,!hal wben he. as president 

aPProached us at 
McLaughlin to have his budget 
ratified, he could not

in which these facilities and services 
can carry on in the future is by 
strengthening the central govern­
ment of this university, namely 
CYSF.

Each year, there is a democratic 
method of establishing this central 
council. The student body of each 
college elects three representatives 
for the central government. These 
representatives are people whom 
the students feel are competent 
enough to run an efficient central 
government. College councils 
cannot complain about the operation 
of CYSF because it is the 
student body who elects the college 
representatives to CYSF that is 
responsible for the formation of the 
college government (whether it be a 
council or a participatory 
democracy).

We, at Stong, therefore feel that 
CYSF establish itself, with its new 
constitution as an autonomous body 
instead of as a body responsible to 
the college councils. We also feel 
that CYSF automatically receive 
$10. from every student without 
ratification from the colleges. After 
an audit of the previous year’s books 
has been initiated (as per University 
Regulations). College governments 
should have no power of ratification 
as colleges already have three votes 
on the Council. They need not worry 
themselves with that money anyway 
because if the central Council 
doesn’t get it, they will never see it.

In conclusion, we would like to 
point out that this college govern­
ment was represented at con­
stitutional meetings and at the final 
CYSF meeting to review the Con­
stitution not only by our 4 
representatives (including the vice- 
president) but also by an ex-officio 
member and college committee 
chairmen.

We would also urge all interested 
students to vote on the referendum 
at the end of the month.

Dear Sirs:
p£s rs,udeni Federauon has
college lundis- ^ independent Political body instead of responsible to the 

the^collegestiCa*ly receive *10 from every student without the ratification from

— strengthen generally the power of the federal government (i.e. CYSF). 
we would like to have the council’s opinions on the matter for our Nov. 18 issue 

o give a balanced account of student opinions. To do this properly, we need your 
espouse by 3 p ip Monday, Nov. 15. We realize this is short notice but feel the 

gravity of the situation warrants a definite response from you. 
y-4».

On Nov. 30 the CYSF will commit 
its gravest error in its short history.
referendum^regTrding^ ^‘"con- shosualdbe pub,ished any way ~Ed )

stitution. aans
The rewriting of the constitution is 

a tremendous idea. The present 
CYSF constitution is definitely a
document 3 temP°rayy First of all the referendum that is
Swes their Je 3n?n,0f ** being held on Nov. 30th must pass. U
3S Set «gesTca'm^r i! F* ‘"'T

ordination is not enough and tha°i P°^ions-11 has been my experience tralized than it is here at York. 
CYSF should have a more ad- T, P°™ ®e,S'deS; as our members do ....
ministrative role, for anything thls body ',s effect|vely stifled by belong to the colleges and in fact 
campus-wide J 6 the petty jealousies of the colleges, have little opportunity to mix with

Although I personally would FYSF has t0 this point- been inef" undergraduates, a condition which
prefer a new document I am ob fectual as a V0ice in Provincial is perhaps aggravated by the college
viously opposed to the referendum ^dent and government affairs. I system, we have reason to shy away
for the following reasons The believe the colleges have been at from a decentralized form of
constitution is the product of a few faVU as they have consumed government,
individuals working for less than a valuable ener8y ,n their no-count On the other hand we can also 
month, in fact the referendum an- power Plays claim to have attended schools
nouncement came before the ^ the only colle8e apart from where the individual student was
proposed document became CYSF- Glendon has operated on rendered insignificant within the
available to the council (CYSF) and “dal and political levels. I don’t student governmental structure,
before the ratification (by the telieve this should be cited as an It seems that there are certain
CYSF) of the new constitution. In examPleof what colleges would do functions that can better be per-
fact, on the writing of this (Nov 15) independently as they have yet to formed by a centralized authority
the document is still not fully sbow any interest of understanding while others make smaller govern-
ratified. °* external affairs that may mental units imperative. A federal

How well could those few in- drastically alter the perception of system presents itself as a logical
dividuals conceive the needs of the tertiary education in Canada. It vehicle for carrying out these func-
York Community, in writing the seems to an observer they’ve been lions. However, a rational division of
constitution in less than a month, unsuccessful in organizing even powers is mandatory for any federal
also how technically accurate could social affairs, much less political system to have hope of successfully
the constitution be? Two of the more re^?™e ln theV" colleges meeting its objectives. Needless to
blatant mistakes that I feel the LYkP ™ust ** g|Xen b°th the say, much of the dissatisfaction with 
constitution has is the lack of an p°wer and responsibility to deal in the current setup arises from
“effective date”, that is when does the intricacies of tertiary education inappropriate allocation of

philosophy and direction and the responsibilities. If there is to be any
dissemination of their interpretation resolution of this problem the
of these matters to a presently various responsibility centers
uninformed and alienated student currently constituted will have to
population. avoid fighting for power like dogs

U»|e every Student t0 scrapping for a bone, but rather, the
overcome the inherent con- system as a whole will need to be
stitutional problems of York Student redesigned in a logica 1 manner.

The problem with most student 
governments is maintaining 
responsibility to the student body 
which has elected it. It seems clear 
that a

-HA letter was not sent to Paul 
Johnston but we thought his letter

111
à ■ ,33| ■ *account for 

various CYSF expenditures. His 
financial records were a shambles 
and no audit had been done on his 
records.

As an outside observer to the 
Student Government crisis at your 
campus I would like to make a few 
observations.

REGULAR AND KINGS J-AIf it had not been for the council 
requesting he account for his 
records etc., and to have an audit 
done before he received the money, 
no one would have known where the 
money had gone.

I shudder then to think of a CYSF 
which has a financial autonomy and 
does what it pleases without con­
sulting its constituent members.

When CYSF has financial control 
of $95,000 to $100,000 and no one to 
regulate its disbursements or to be 
responsible for it, we leave our­
selves open to very serious trouble.

The example of Mr. Axelrod is a 
prime one. Without the college 
councils to oversee the financial 
competence of CYSF, the college 
councils and the students of York in 
particular would be in an extremely 
dangerous predicament.

This constant nit-picking and 
battering that the college councils 
receive from CYSF and its little 
handmaiden Excalibur in par­
ticular, is doing more harm to this 
University than good.

I would especially like to thank 
you, Andy Michalski, for your 
generous invitation to reply to the 
Nov. 30 referendum. The fact that 
you gave us three or four days to 
reply and set a time limit to submit 
our replies is of little significance.

In closing, I urge the members of 
York to vote against the Nov. 30 
referendum.

Andy Michalski.
JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPS 

OF MONTREAL
same

yet coordinate their activity in a 
spirit of cooperation if they are to 
fulfill the needs of those whom they 
represent. The cynic would probably 
condemn such a proposal on the 
simple ground that such a spirit of 
cooperation is unthinkable.

In closing, let me say that so long 
as the central government is 
responsible to the councils, all the 
needs of the students are not likely to 
be fulfilled. Fulfillment of those 
needs which can best be handled by 
a central government will be limited 
by the quality of inputs from the 
representatives of the sub-units 
because the interests of these in­
dividuals, appropriately so, I might 
add, are liable to be more parochial 
than is beneficial to the students of 
York University in matters which 
affect them as a single body.

Kenneth G. Nelson, President,
The Graduate Student Council 

of Administrative Studies.

not

CAMP B'NAI B'RITH — CAMP WOODEN ACRES 
offer the following positions for 1972

SECTION HEADS 
SENIOR COUNSELLORS 
SPECIALTY COUNSELLORS 
HEAD SPECIALISTS 

Whet do you have to offer?
If interested, request an Jewish community camps

OF MONTREAL 
c/o Mr. Martin Rumack 
1* Forest Wood 
TORONTO 305, Ontario

application form from:

You
can ski ^ 
with
these specials:

McLaughlin
College

an

the constitution come into being; 
also there is no escape clause, a 
section in the constitution that 
allows an easy method of removing 
the document should it prove 
feasible within the next year; the 
other major fault is — no rules of 
order, there is no method of . ...
governing a meeting should the rvc^'!™6"! and a ?ow the suPenor

CYsr to get on with this necessary 
research and lobby.

Sir:
un Jim Cameron, 

McLaughlin College 
Student Council

Concerning the proposed CYSF 
referendum scheduled for Nov. 30, I 
wish to inform you thgl I have never 
witnessed a more shoddy 
spired affair than this one.

There has been no official 
notification to any college council or 
association whatsoever as to the 
referendum or the changes it will 
constitute.

There has been this air of semi­
secrecy which has kept the majority 
of the York community in the dark 
about concerns that are vitally 
important to them. Why has CYSF 
neglected even the most common 
courtesy of notifying its constituent 
members of an impending 
stitutional change. What is it hiding?

The thought of conceding the 
entire ten dollars to CYSF frightens 
me no end. As Paul Axelrod stated in 
his diatribe about the College 
System (Excalibur Nov. 15) “It’s a 
goal made easy in reality for the

or con-
Steve Dranitsaris 
Jack Thomaidis 
Marg Jennings 
Howard Laderman 
Lawrence K. McGuire 
William Cook 
Diane Wallace
Stong College 
Student (»overnment.

document be enacted.
If you vote on Nov. 30 please 

consider that the CYSF should be 
congratulated for its attempt but the 
referendum is too near and the 
constitution still has many areas 
that need reconsidering.

When you vote Nov. 30 please vote 
NO, so that the CYSF may be able to 
take a closer evaluation of a 
document that concerns the 18,000 
people in the York Community.

Congratulations on a fine effort 
Mike, I am sorry that I cannot 
support this document — it just is 
not ready.

Stong College MEN'S AND LADIES' SKI SPECIAL
ST. MORITZ Laminated Ski.....................................
Tyrolia 'Skimeister' stepinbinding.........................
Adult poles......................................................................
Safety straps................................................................
Ski bands......................................................................
Installation......................................................................

Paul Johnston, President 
Executive Student Union. $ 29.95 

$ 19.95 
$ 5.95 
$ 1.49 
$ .49
S 5.00

,„r
counterprevailing centers of power 
both of which would be responsible 
to the student body : The central 
government and the collective force 
comprising the sub-units, the 

v colleges. Ensuring the maintenance
vou requested an opinion on of responsibility to a student elee- 

proposed constitutional changes torate can be achieved neither by a 
which you claim create a situation centralized government alone, as 
grave enough to warrant a response, exist at other schools, nor by the 

As you may know, most of the structure which now exists at York. 
Robert Ashton, students in the Graduate Faculty of Fur such a system to work, each of 

AdmmistnUive Studies obtained the governments representing the 
their degrees at universities where sub-units and that representing the 
student government is

Dear Sir:
In response to your letter 

regarding the newly proposed CYSF 
constitution, we definitely feel that 
we should let the members of this 
university know' where this college 
stands with regard to the major 
proposed changes.

CYSF provides a number of 
services essential to the York 
community. The majority of 
students at York are not aware of 
the services that CYSF does sponsor 
and back financially. It is 
datory that many of these services 
do operate for ‘ the good of the 
students. We feel that the only way

Grad Student 
Association REGULAR VALUE OF $ 62.86

Special now ... . $49.95
NOTE

The following councils did 
not reply to Excalibur’s 
letter: Vanier, Winters, 
Calumet, Atkinson and the 
Graduate Business Council.

con-
INTERMEDIATE SKI PACKAGE NO. 1
STREAK Fiberglass Ski..................................................
Tyrolia 100 toe and Clix 90 heel binding.........................
Poles......................................................................................
Tyrol ia Safety straps..........................................................
Ski bands..............................................................................
Installation ...........................................................................

$ 69.95 
$ 34.95 
$ 5.95 
$ 2.98 
$ .49
$ 5.00

man-Vice-Pres. 
Founders College.

more cen- aggregate must exist independently
Send today for our 

free booklet,
"THE INTELLIGENT 

MAN'S GUIDE 
TO BUYING AN 

ENGAGEMENT RING." 
Take the mumbo-|umbo 

out of your 
diamond purchase
HUGH PROCTOR a CO. 
Diamond & Gem Brokers 

THE COLONNADE
921-7702

STAFF MEMBERS
DO YOU HAVE A VOICE ON CAMPUS?

REGULAR VALUE OF $119.33
Special now. . . . $98.00f a

STAFF MEETING 2 PM
INTERMEDIATE SKI PACKAGE NO. 2

TITAN 'Tiger', red, whiteand blue fiberglass ski.. ..
Tyrolia 500 toe and Clix 90 heel binding............................
Tyrolia safety strap.............................................................
Famous Colin Maple Leaf poles.......................................
Ski bands........................................................................
Installation..................................

Where can you go if you want to put forward 
suggestions, offer constructive criticism, or get in­
formation?

If you are a staff member at York and don't belong 
to a bargaining group you can make your voice heard 
through Y USA (the York University Staff 
Association) — Have you joined yet?

One of the prime objectives of YUSA is to increase 
communication among staff and between staff and the 
rest of the University community — this objective is 
being steadily achieved: in less than two years YUSA 
has succeeded in giving staff representation on all 
pertinent committees.

If you have not yet joined send your $2.00 mem­
bership fee to: Mrs. Helen Allen, Membership and 
Corresponding Secretary, Department of English, 
Room S763, Ross Building.

$ 89.95 
$ 35.95 
$ 2.98 
S 9.98 
$ .49
$ 5.00

449
W REGULAR VALUE OF $144.35

Special now.. . $129.00cents per 
gal. GAS

Suite 416

WfTtfVOfy

‘«nisirr 1ÏS
J500 ADVANCED SKI PACKAGE

Dynastar 230 or Hart Spoiler..............
Marker Simplex toe and Rotomat heel
Marker safety straps....................
Barrecrafters poles.........................
Ski bands..........................................
Installation.......................................

NOTE: If choice is Hart Spoiler 
take $10.00 off special price.

( OPEN MON-SAT 7 am 7 pm 
SUNDAY 10 am-5 pmFURCOATS $150.00 

$ 48.00 
$ 3.98 
$ 12.95 
$ 49
$ 5.00

haveKSUanswer?
AND

KJACKETSa
l\Unclaimed storage 

& trade-in coats
At REGULAR VALUE OF $220.42

$198.00\• FOR SOLVING TIME PROBLEMS
• FOR PLANNING VOIR SUBIES

'fi Special nowALL STAFF MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO THE 
INFORMAL GENERAL MEETING OF YUSA TO BE 
HELD

Hundreds of Poplin-, Nylon-, Leather-, Melton-, Corduroy 
Jackets, SloppQ? & Sweat & T-Shirtsfrom $ 19.00

FURRIERS CLEARANCE 
COMPANY

3364 Yonge Street
481-9690 -

9 to 7 MON WED 
9 to 9 THU-FRI 
9 to 6 SATURDAY

CARWASH• FW WWE LBIW HUE We carry a complete line of Boots, 
Wax, Ski Clothing and just about 
everything in Ski Accessories.

Telephone 787-9631
LAWRENCE PLAZACRESTED POPLIN JACKETS *12.95TUESDAY, NOV. 30 at 4:30 pmSTUDENFS TIME DIARYTRT I SING A

OPEN 24 HRS.
J\-7

$7.50 Chenille School Crest with every 
t jacket order of $25.00 and over.

CRESTING
WHILE
U-WAIT

in Lecture Hall L, Curtis.
Mr. R. MacPherson will explain the revised pension plan. 

Tea and coffee will be served.
The Director of Personnel has given permission for all staff 
members to attend the 4:30

FOR BETTER CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF
YOUR TIME!

available at your bookstore

KLEIN BROS.

<?£> SPORTS & MOMIES W»10 Le Page CourtCanadian Novelty Shirt & Sportswear Co.
2462 Yonge Street Telephone 486-0997 486-0999

(Keele just South of Finch, 
opposite Howard Johnson's) 496 LAWRENCE AVE. WESTpm meeting.


