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SO YOU WANT TO BE

A POP-GOD?

our little monster tells you how

------ﬂ
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There seems to be a predetermmed =
= formula for how to succeed in the music §
j business and how to act afterwards. |
I What follows constitutes the rules of = If th
= commercial music and musicians. ¢ plagia
Y i major
I 1HE LAW OF AGE. Any really _ COMMANDMENT OF cRUsHEsl P. Cos
.gorgeous 16-year-old is automatically | (MALES): If you are a male between I 1i
going to be a total success, no matter | thirteen and thirty-five with real good ] very 11
how untalented (s)he is. Writing, | looks (the kind dictated by tecn mags), y face pa
i performing, producing, and recording | You are guaranteed exiensive covcnge'
your songs yourself helps quite a bit. | ? Teen Beat, Tiger Beat, Wow, or pOSt
H Example: Debbie Gibson. any magazines of that genre, thus [J A .
| SUBLAW OF TUNELESSNESS: If you | ensuring your recording success, no meri¢
are a teen singer like the | matier how bad you are, because 3'1‘13.‘“I Cosm.
.aforemcnnoned , you must not have any | over the country will fall in love wuhl s
more than three notes making up you | YOU. Example: Rick Astley. with sc¢
e 4 lsong The absolute maximum is four. COMMANDMENT OF CRUSHES known
ol LR & o P — Examples: "Only In My Dreams," . (FEMALE): If you are over lhm_eenmd
 giis vk : l"Shakc Your Love," "Under Your Spell." | under twenty, have blonde hau', blue. brothen
" REPETIONS RULE: 75% of your | tYes, and a lot of precociousness
i songs must be interchangeable with | (thereby fulfilling the Law Of Age), all one of |
THEY MIGHT § cach other as well as those of your | of the teen magazines will run extensive || rin-off;
BE GIANTS i competitors. That is, you must be able | features on you, ensuring recording | P i
e sing the lyrics of one song to | success. [ see thi
Lincoln another. Example: Stacey Q's "Two Of|  LAW OF SNOTTINESS (FEMALE): If Hid |
'H‘art: and "We Connect” and} you have achieved Commandment I ca ed
(Restless Records) | “insecurity" and "Dancing Nowhere® and | stats, you can be ss snobby as you | I realise b
every other song on her first album, | want and absolutely every magazine | fhesc .p‘age's
They're nuts. They're those funny [ 'Beffer Than Heaven." will talk about how .nice you are for'l . insensitive 1
lookin' nurds that always stayed in LAW OF OVERPLAY: The most stepping on people's faces. 4 rambling 1
during recess and snurked and snorted I annoying songs are played over and CONCERT STATUS LAW: ' a cannot for it
over obscure trivia and those wierd || Over and over until they stick in your | in backwater areas is OUT OF THE # g somebody h
comic books that Mom said we lm you buy the album, and then once | QUESTION. Your tour should be m] 1 ‘That teh,
: shouldn't read, lest we go blind. They're [ YO PW‘;? album msﬂ m really flashy places or you're ;ouﬂyl ~§ ﬂ;l;?gﬂm is
Voice in the Night They Mest Be Claats s0d they're + 0 W
(Enigma Records) “What can I say. Cow Townis [ Examples: Bobby McFerrin's "Don't ~ | others. Tam
Funny how you can spot some things people I know who are devoutly lyplcal of the content of Lincoln. It I W’"’ Be H"”*: Kﬂk Mlugut’) ) 1§ ) ; °f the overa
a mile off. In goes this cassette, and | religious are unquestionably the most | contains the line /'m going to see the Loco-Motion." ,- dian.) l Fi/Horror ge
right away my suspicions are realised | stupid, offensive and cruel individuals it | cow beneath the sea’ and ends on the _RULE OF QIRTHPLACB I is | - LAW OFW Bﬂmymmm the plot of
when it is quite obvious the Mass are | has been my displeasure to become | pole that ‘Our only home is bone’. What "M guaranteed that if you were | of those strange people like eyuét | unshamedly
leaning towards the latest camp of | acquainted with; despite the fact that I| does it all mean? Who cares - I found bom in Britain, Califomia, New Y“kt , meer you should fit a ; i in. It is alm
watered down metal (lets give it a term | whole heartedly condemn any form of] myself grinning for about three straight l Toronto, Ireland, Vancouver, Italy, or | mold as far as looks are concemed. i got his hai
right now shall we...? I propose | human suffering invariably associated | minutes as the song jumped around like i some totally unheard of American town, | Female: Blonde or red hair, blue or g m. computer p
sponge-metal or quiche-metal). | with religious zealotry, I give it a| a callrope in deus ex machina mode. ywwmm‘“mf“”m"wfﬁ hourglass figure, lwm 56" and a produces a
But hang on here a minute... this sounds | listen. I mean - even though it has far| If any singular impression jumps out | you come from any place in Canada | half tall, B-cup larger, and previous da
rather too bad even for sponge-metal. | from recommended itself at this early| and bites you at all, it is one of other than the aforementioned, you ~,mﬂm“ 34»26-34. Males: T{ﬂ.l is.
Even before the opening title track is { stage, to blatantly deride this piece on | nostalgia - mostly of an era that is ?mb'bly mt M& i" v“y ch' ‘any color hair, no zits, 150 pounds, 6 ’ Where A
over, I became astounded at the | the basis of a single listen would make | concentrated on the first three quarters '  feet, rehnvaly almdu hnﬁd, and blue with human
magnificently crap androgynous | me just as bad as any of 'em right? | of the nineteen sixties. It may be some ' | eyes. - l slurping ho
harmonies, with the whole song | Right. So I spend the rest of the| jazz latin, the tinge of a freaky . QUMWLMRM 2 | Antartic re:
collapsing into a perulant smear of | afternoon listening to 'Voices in the] Beatles outtake, the opening theme of o | Leviathan
custard-slime between ‘comparisons' of | Night', which I'm afraid to say does| an ancient children's show, the l being ensce
the worst aspects of Styx and Kiss. But /| suck. incidental music from a t.v. murder N complex
the worst part of the whole thing is that The closing track (Staying Alive)| mystery or most bizarrely a song that | GENETIC
it sounds so damned ineffectual; the | does actually offer some hope of| seems to be constructed entirely around ik et of | OF PORR
tools are there, but rather than come | excitement with a thundering double| one of those ice-cream commercials you el . g this. Those
charging into our lives with a | bass-drum kicker and throbbing shreds 4 | Would see at the drive-in at that time, 'r““" {!’m ashamed 1o have -1 dicking arol
thunderbolt of angry emergy, Mass | 1a Anthrax/Metallica. But pretty with the baton twirling hot dog leading Belin )_tmcmw.)(suww'ﬁd) ay CASWDRA . trying to be
merely flit about ones face like so many | soon it's business as usual and the | 2 8TOUP of pirouetting tastee-freezs. ---..-----ﬁ-----‘*---ﬁ--ﬂ‘ point wher
gnats armed to the teeth with little | unmistakeable sound of yawning comes | 1his song is called Shoehorn with the ocean
sprigs of damp lettuce. Gradually it | from half-way down the corridor. All the You can find an hokey tribute to The BUT THE
begins to dawn on me that Mass may way through we experience the shrieks Righteous Brothers on 'Piece of Dirt' HORRIBL
be...... A CHRISTIAN METAL | of men that appear to have their | : the vaudevill insanity of The can they d
BAND (Gasps from the audience). Four | testicles caught under the prayer stool, | Yorld's Address and the distincly
tracks into the lamentably pedestrian | while shouting lyrics that are such unsettling (I saw my baby ;
first side, I scramble over the bench to | utterly dreadful simplistic nonsense, wearing) Santa's beard, and some
get at the cassette and whip out the fold- | that I'm not really surprised that nobody | homage to Captain Beefheart on You'll
out cover that contains the lyrics. Sure | get specific credit for having written miss me. In all, unless the listener just
enough, two songs of the second side them on the sleeve notes. happens to be a gifted analyst, it may be
I keep om searching for that The devil gets a lot of press from the that the rest of us will be left with a o
better way metal genre these days, and its a pity | 8rab-bag full of non-sequiturs and b
In God I'm found and mow I'll | that bands of this ilk can't get to cryptic messages, but somehow it still 4
never siray sounding enthusiastic about kicking his | Works quite magically. Some months b & IS
(from Follow Me) | ass back to hell in no uncertain terms. | 289 I wondered what Deja Voodoo might f
Ile came some time ago, Instead Mass have produced a poncey sound like if they had the audacity to 1
To every shore. bag of limpid songs that will have as | Venture away from that godawful A
He showed us greater faith much influence on the hypothetical | monstrousity scholockabilly they cling A
Thru Heavens door anti-Christ and his minions as a | 0. This may be a close approximation. ! -‘
(from Staying Alive) | snowball in & vat of cooking oil. For weirdos everywhere. g L
Ladies and Gentlemen... Quod erat 4 , 1 ﬂ
demonsitrandum (audience applauses). THEY MIGHT 5 ;
But no mater, despie the fact mat most ' STEVE GRIFFITHS | STEVE GRIFFITHS  disturbed. | C AN 0r they might be a little emotionally |




