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Choosiiig a New Chief

TIHEN a trille of 'North Aineruin Indfians met to

Wselect a new chief Ît was, a gjeat occasion. When

a provincial or féderal party ieets to select a iiew

political chie! it shonld lie equally notable and deliherate.

There is notbing in this country whïch at all equals in

spiendour, impressivefless or passion the great gather-

ings every four years, in the United States when, each

party gatbers to select a, standard-bearer for the Presi-

dential election.
The election, of a niew leader for the Liberal provincîi'l

party, in succession to the lion. G. WV. Ross, was a

rnodest and unexciting event. And yet it was an occa

Sion vhich mneant a

change o! allegiance on

the part o! ont hiall the

voters of a great pro-

vince. The King is dead,

long live the King ! Puer-
haps it mas the disorgain-

isýýed and dîsheartened,

state of the part3. whiclb

aconsfor the srnall in-

terest takeii in the event.

Prasthe( tact that the

part.y seemis a long disý-

tance frelii its re--en-

trance into power waf'

another factor.
To the( newly elected

leader, M\r. George V
Grahaiin, tie Occasion

muiist hiave been one of

sornewh,1at personal iim-

portanice. It is ne sinll

thing for a man, no imat-

ter what bis calibre, ilo

inatter wbhat bis aui

tiens,' to, have conferrud

upon hirn Uhe xnantle

worn by Blake, Mowat,

Hardy and Poss. The

Province of Onitarie is ne

einsignificant Part ofl MR. GEORGI

Canada, and tbe liberal The New Ont

?Party is no insignificant part of Ontario. 'fo be choseu

leader of sucb a party, even temporarily, to be give-ý

the privilegt of blending colours for such, a section i(

such a people is a censiderable boneur and respons

bility. Mr. Grahain imist have feit thait it was a gre.,

moment in bis lite.

Mr. Grahamn cornes into the position, not only wil

the approval of the stalwarts of provincial Lïberalisfll bi

with the good-will o! the federal Liberal leaders. It is r

secret that ottawa sent ý,vùrd that it wouild prefer Y'

Grahamu te any other-to, Mr. HaIàrcourt, Mr. Macki

or Mr. Preston. MNr. Graham is well thotiglt of

Ottawa. Ris orgaisation work ini Eastern Ontai

duxring thre last federal caiplaigu lias been higl

'rle is littie (Ioiibt that if Ci(rabain hiad

desiretl to go to Ottawa, a Place wold bave c een foiund

for him . T e j s
Mr. Grahain is a picasant mîani ta meet. le Is

and quip is, ever on bis lips. When thrc or four l'leu

nieet together anîd -'Ur- Grahan is aile ai tle"", hre

ever a siiiile. CoîîseqqicntlYl lie lias lcw if any eneiînies,

eitiier within or wÏthiolit bli s l)artV. Whcat lie speaks in

public, bis licarers if no(t ifprusse(l arc always entier-

tained. His liuiaur saývolirs soillewhat of the side-

jules, b)ut then O)ntario i% ilnainlv agricultu.ral. X7et it

us alwavs kindlv an<l aîîly îilidly sarcastic. The arrow

is sldoti barbed.

Mr. Grahaiii coiieiluCd

PERRY GRAHAM
:aio liberai Leader

the Morrisbnir llerald,

whierc for thîirtecn v'ears
lic passed a quiet 111e.

erouu there lie w ent to

thîe Ottawa Frc Press

and later t(> the Brock-

viîlle Recarder, a palier

whici lie still manages.
lu i890, lie was (lefeated
in Ihidas liv the present

premiier of thîe Province.
lvc di(l iiot enier the

1Lugislaturc luntil alter tlhc

election of i890,, since

whuîcb date lie bas repre-

seiîted the city of llrock-

ville. Ife is a iMetho-

dist by religions profcs-

sion anid the son of a

M~ethodst clergyman.
Taîl, and yet sornewhat

slight, Mr. Grahanm is vet

net a mnan te lie picked

out of a crowd as an in-

tellectual glatit. lus
keen sense of humour ob-

scures bis look o! intel-

lectual, strength. Only in

bis graver mnouds, in a

person al heart-to-heart
talk is it possible te dis-

cover the earnes-tness

wbicb is lindoulitedly a clîaracteristic of the mlan. Then

the sinile narrews down, and tbe eyes reveal the spirit

wbîcb, animates hirn. He is f ar frein Ieing egotistie

and conseqnently seeks censtantly te conceal, the deter-

inination and coilstancy wbich lie undouiltedly pussesses.

1A great reforin leadý-r, Mr. Grabamn may neyer lie.

A fairly successif1l leader lie is certain to becorne. Wbat

ie bas gained ini Rite, bas net, corne tee. easy. Hie bas

fuad te be patîint and calculating, and bis plan of cani-

paigu will bie hikely te hear the inark of these qualities.

Ontario Liîberalism needs a strung leader just now ana

it is likely te make one eut, o! Mr. Grabarn. It is yet

tee early te say whether the greatest benefit will coule

te, the party or te the country.


