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A big, swarthy, unheaithy-lookiflg Failaclo lifted the portrait ln its

Italian was Pailaclo, sleek haired heavy trame from. its chain over the

anci sailow, and looked as if bis skliu jantelpiece to the floor, where the

was a size too loose for hlm. He light from the large Frenc3h window

might hiave been caiied stupid.looking ýfell full upon it. For five minutes hie

if it were flot for the restless liglit examined it carefuiiy, Jnow standing

that gleamed from his deep-set biacx tiack a few paceS, 110W coming close

eyes. up to the canvas, hie spoke no word,

Mrs. Darley seemed nervous at the Mis face gave no0 index of his ju.dg-

ordeal through which hier dearly- mient. At iength It seemed his mmnd

prized picture was to, pass, as though was made up. "lIt is a copy," lie said

it were in some sense a personai triai. ciellberatcly, "lvery weli done, exc'tI-

Hugli and Sybil, confident of the re- lent, most men it would deceive, but

suit with the serene confidence of me flot at ail. It is undoubtediy a

youth, were full of anticipated tri- copy."
umph. They, at least, liad ii, douht (ob otne.
0f the expert's opinion. (ob otne.

T he Rued Vi rg in
By G. FREDERICK TURNER

(Concluded)

OHAPTER XXXI.

Concord.

S OME three weeks after the events
related in the iast clapter, the
February sun was shiniiig wlth

more than winter radiance on the sur-
face of the 'frozen Rundsee; and for
thls and other reasous the artificial
lake 1in the Thiergarten was wearing
au aspect of more than Its wonted
galety.

A -public announcement of consid-
erable interest had been made iu the
previous eveulug's edition of the
Abeudpost.

,Let us transcribe literaily the ele-
gant language of that admirable aud
siemi-official organ.

"We are authorized to announce, and
have mucl pleasure in announ-clng.
that our beloved Regent Fritz, twenty-
third Baron o! Friedrichsleim, is
about to contnact an alliance witl the
Fraulein Ploebe Perowue, daughter of
the late ýColonel Perowne, C.B., D.S.0.,
J.P., sud Mrs. Perowne, of Tiddiconlb
Hall, Somersetshire, lEuglamd. Miss
Perowue is a hlgh-born (hoch-geborn)
aud beautiful young lady, connected
witl some of the oidest familles lu the
Euglis1h arlstocracy, sud is the pos-

sessor o! remfarkably pure features, a
domestic temperament. and some 0f

the richest arable land iu the west of
England-"

Grimnland was very anglophIl at tihe
moment, a tact entirely without lin-
Portauýce as tfar as international pol-
tics were con-cerued, but a matter of
conisideraible gratification to the happy
couple who glided wltl locked lands
sud smiliug faces round the crowded
surface o! the Ruudsee.

And aIl smart GrImland was there
to see them, ýto note thie pure features,
assess the domestic temperafl&It, snd
speculate ou the rii armble lands that
dowered the affianced 'bride o! Grim-
land's beloyved *Regent. The von BiI-
derbaums were there, sud the Grun-
helins, and the KondrikRadiletz, the
Papri-kofs, sud the Schwartzdorf-Nîr
derthrals.

Andi far more important thiugs tha.
mere lumnan dignitarles were enrichi-
iug the snorwy boauties o! the Inrk,
SO that It would have been a dublieart
iudeed that failed to siug responslvely
Vo the rhythm o! youtih aud beautY
moving trluxnphantly sud .graclonsly in
the gemmed setting made by natiure's
cholcest artificers. For the muagic
goldsîmitl Sun, and the magic slver-
smltl Suow, aud the nmgic jeweller
Prost hvd between them. wroqight a
picture o! dazzllng brilliance that Up.

lifted the soul, and turned the dries'
leartýs into, J.iquld sprlnýgs o! pures t
exultation. Blue sky -white earth, and
the glory of erisep ai r, and perfect Ice!
No wonider Phoobe's cheeks iglowed
wlth the, pulslug blood o! joyous youtb,
no wonder lier great eyes shone with
the mystlc fire of kiuidled purlty.

Nor was Fritz less obvlously radiant,
onlIy there was a serlous, almost a
sol)emu, to'uch Iu is Joy, that told of!
boyhood grown Vo muuhood, sud reck-
less joie de vivre t.urnied Vothê1 strong

i trluinsph o! assured lhappiness. His
rigît arm 'waq no longer lu a sllng, but
Is healed scar drew an luerasible Une
on hls haudsome cheek, marrlng lis
comeliness, thought some, but glviug
hlm just the needed stamp o! robust
virnlity in Phoebe's loving eyes.

"Tell me your pbllosophy," Fritz

was saying, and 1 wi111 believe lu it."1
"But 1 110 longer believe lu it -Y

self," replied Phoebe, smiling.
I'Nevertheless tell it, me," lie per-

sisted, 'land we will boili try and be-
Ileve In It. I arn sure it is very beau-
tiful."

'Il doubt even tirat. You know my
motto-let that suffice. 'Du zummut.
Du gude if you can-anyway, du zum-
mut. '1 stili hold to that."

"So do Il" agýreed Fritz rapturously,
"land I hold to mine, which I used to
despise. 'Affaire de coeur, affaire d'-
honneur.' 1 used to thInk I knew al
about coeurs and honneur. Now 1
know that 1 knew very littie about
either, just as I now know a great deal
about botih."

"ýCouceited man!"
"«Notconcelted-Inerel.y consclous of

a true revelation. And now I waut
you to tell me about your philosophy,
which I pretended to, take au interest
lu wheu I first met ybu."

1 0h, phil osophy is ouly for oId peo-
lyie and olýd-malds," rejolned Phoebe.
'lit is the vague soniethiiig that the
unsatisfied soul lugis to itself, when
the reai things-the better things-are
not there to hug. 1 have doue with
philasophy."

"Because you have somnethiug better
to hug?"

Ploebe blusled deliclously. "Be
careful," she laugled, "or 1 wlll ex-
pound muy philosophy«"

"That Is what 1 ian asking."
"Very well then," said Phoebe. "I

believed that the highest types of men
an.d womeu combined tlie finest quali-
tdes of both sexes-bravery and gen-
tleness, honour and tenderuess,
strength aud niercy. Poýsslbly 1 was
riglht. But 1 thougît that from this the
next step was te, the higlier sexless-
uess: that there shoýuld be love wlth-
(nut passion, union without possession,
husbands who were not mAasters,,wives
Whio were co-equal lu authorlty witb
their husbarids?"

gil AM not a philosopher," said
IFritz, "but 1 do not quarrl

with your views."
"lBecause you know 'that they arc

tbv ridiculous to matter. One does
n ut quarrel with a child who thinks
themIoon Is made o! green cheese."

III wouîd belleve the moon was made
o! spiders', webs If you sald s0."

"But I do not tell you so. Neither
do 1 tel you that a wlfe's authority
sbould be equal to lher husband's, be-
cause I do not 'wlsli It to be so."'

"lThen you no0 longer be'lleve lu
'Votes for Woinen'9" he asked.

Phoebe laug1hed gally. "lThat is au-
other matter," she said. 'Il thlnk that
married women shoulýd have votes, so
that tley could vn'te as their lusbands
told them.",

The baud came to the end o! the
ing, and Fritz and Phoebe skated to-
particular selectioxi they were play-
wvards the little pavillon, snd sat dowu
on chairs by tihe edge o! the ice.

Then just as they were seated, they
lad to rise agalu, for no less a person
than Kari XXIII. was skating towards
them. He looked well aud happy, and
had that haîN-um0rous, half-wlat!ul
smle thTat wqas 50 attractive a posses-
sionf of hiýs late laVher. He pressed
Phoebe's baud sud then clapped Fritz
warmly on th1e shoul-des.

"IDear oid Fritz," lie sald, "well doue

lndeedi You have Miy congratulattous,
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Brunswick Billiard Tables are made in Canada and used ex-
clusively by the world's eue experts.
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