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What it needs is soniebody that wil
take an intorest in it'; somiebodly with&
a bond to direct things. Tlîere's a gar-g
don I-I tbink, and a keld or so, anîd
some woods. 1 believe, too, there arc
for a bit l'Il finish up and corne riglît
a couple of liorses, and a cove'." For
an instant Nellie Braden's oye cauglit
his , and thon ho looked away, and went
un hurriedly. "I don't knowv mucb about
the bouse, but L've already arrangod to
have it fixed up wvith-er-with plnmb-
ing and a furnace and.that sort of thing
-that is, of course, if 1 eau gt anybodyi
îvylio is trustworthy to take charge of
it for me. Now, you see, I thouglit
maybe that you and Nellie-er-that isj
-that you-" And Mr. Thomas J.1
Douglas, the man wvho drove finance piti-i
lessly, as witlb a blacksnake whip, floun-i
dored pitifully and paused.

"But, Tom," Wallace Bradea spoke
with an eager diffidence, "do you thinki
1 could-you know I haven't beeti very

"You're the only manin iithe orld
I know of who could. Look what you've
donc withi that gardon here this sum-
mer! That's the reason l'm. coming--wo
3-ou for belp. I'm in a bole about the
thing, and 1, thouglit naybo for old
friendship's sake pou'd ho willing to
hoelp-" Again ho discovered Nellie
Braden's eyes on him, and. fumbod nerv-
ously at the pocket w'here hoe carriedi

is cigars.
"Wby, of course, Tonm, if 1 catu belp

yon out in tItis or any other w~ay l'Il
ony ho too glad to, and 'mi sure Nel-
lie will, too."1

"0f course," went on '-\r. Douglas a
little nervously, *"this is strictly a busi-
ness proposition. t wil! save me a
lot of money if you wili look after
the property carefuily. Seenis to me
that, everythîing considered, it would ho
fair for you to start at a hundred a
nonth, and-and, of course, there'Iliho
a nman and bis wife to live there in an-
othier little bouse that's on the place
who %vili no the lieavy work. I just
want you to ho a kiîîd of-of overseer,
you know. You'll have to have a long
wvip, of course." And 'Mr. Douglas
lau-hed stii more nervously, as lie
slrank before the iteady gaze of Nellie
Braden's eyes, which were shiniîîg now
as brigbtly as they liad shone tbirty-
five years ago.

Thus the thing iras arrangedI.
"Howv iili you -et back to the city ?"

asked Wallace anxiously.
"Oh, therc's a trolle Ue over bore

about three-quartcrs of a mile away, you
know," answered M. Douglas easîly.
"This exorcise is doing nie a w-bol lot
of good, too. W'hy, I'm feeling btter
right now titan I have in years."

Mr. Thonas J. Doulas turned and
walked ratîter heavily out of the asy-
lumn grouinds. Outside tlhe iron gates,
when hitîden by the stately row of
hemlocks, lie took another cigar. from
bis pocket, clainped his teeth firmnly up-
on it andi began to smnoke îith ratlier
astonishing fury. Mr. Thonmas J. Doug-
ias's nerves ivero a good deal unstrung:
if there were anv virtues ini tobacco
as a sootîter of unstrung nerves, ie ivas
bound to expet-lence its benefits. He
ploddled along throughi the dust, ooking
neither to the riglt uor the left, leav-
ilig a trail of srnoke behind bim that
wold have donc credit to a locomotive.
Mr. Thomnas J. Douglas nvs thuing.
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A quarter of a mile down the rond,
around. a bend that hid it from the
County Asylum, Mr. Douglas climbed
into an automobile about the sizo of
a Pullnman car.1

"Home!1" lie growled to the chauffeur.
The trip was quickly made.
"Wait!" hoe snapped, ns the machine

stopped and hie got out.
Tion Mr. Douglas sougbt bis apart-

monts and dressed as bis agable and
patient manî would have bis millionaire
master dress.

Teti minutes later the automobile
stopped ini front of the iimposing build-
ing of a trust company in wbich Mn.
Douglas held a majority of the stock,
and lie went to the room of the man-
ager of the real-ostate departmnent.

Thirty minutes later hoe emerged, with
the manager of the roal-estate depart-
ment accompanying bim respectfnlly to
the curb.

"*Wbat do yon tbink should be paid
for sucli a place as you descnibe, Mr.
Douglas ?" asked -the manager.

"What it costs." The answer vas
brusque.

"And the salaries of the man aid
wife who are to live on t"

"You know more about such things
than I do, but-" Mr. Douglas pausod,
thon added significantly, "'Yon gt 'em!
And I want all this business finisbod
up within three days."

The manager bowed, and as the auto-
mobile snotted away, sigbed. t was
a difficult commission, but wben sncb a
man as Mr. Thomas J. Douglas gave
orders in sncb a wvay few things vere
impossible.

t was just a week later that Mr.
Douglas's automobile, carrying' besides
Mr. Douglas and bis chaffeur, Mr. and
Mrs. Wallace Braden, turnedL from the
highway into a neat -farm drivoway
about ton miles froin the ity. Th&re
wvas a smooth lawn, out of which grew
big spreading trocs; a amali but attract-
ive house-newvly painted; a gardon plot,
barns for borses and cows, and off at
one side a cottage wbich seeiied as if
it wvould just fit a man and bis wifç
wvbo could do the beavy work on anoli
a place.

"Here we are!"l exclaimed Mn. Douglas.
Wallace Bradeîî gasped, and- Nellie's

eyes shone with a peculiar softness.
"But, Tom," protested Wallace, "this

-this--I don't know-"
"tsa strictly business proposition. If

you don't help me out l'il lose a lot
of money 0on the tbing," and Mr. Doug-
las looked squarely at the other.,

Wallace Braden hurried up-to the
bouse and back to the gardon.

Once more Nellie Braden's eyes beld.
those of Tom Douglas.

"Tom!-" she said, in a low voico.
"Please, Nellie! " And there- was an

appeal in the tono that the world of
finance bad nover heard.

"It's-"l The words cauglit in ber
throat, and site sobbed a littie. "But
God bless you, Tom Douglas, God bles
you !

Late that afterni'oon a queer story
went the rounds of Mr. Thomas J.
Douglas's offices. t was to the effect
that the old nman had been seen with
bis eyes losed and bis foot on bis
desk, whistly softly, witb sucb effeet as
a protracted lack of practice would per-
mit, -Annie Laurie."
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