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The Snake's Den i the GuiIy
Wryitten for The Western Home Monthly by J. D. A. Evans

1 estposIleto rrark ia thatr
rr th slght sil rep)roachfut, .a spec-a

Staculàr array of viperous reation.E
At the baseý of .a . îugged ravine in theN

deep gullies northward of Clearwater,
Southern Manitoba, is what in local par-c
lance is known'as thie, nake' den, a ca-i
vernous winter r 'treat of reptilian lifei
in the valley through which Cypres
Creek winds its course amidst the high
bankaides of shale and gravel whereon1
the poplar and scrub oak grow, yet upon(
smre of these, scant vegetation is exist-(
ent.

Witbin recent date, the writer had1
beeninformed that a resort of the viper-j
ous family, was located in tuis districti
of the. gullies, a visit to which lwould
1 ttest:tii. veracity of t..at which manyi
pe reoiis would «irmediptely adjudicate
as. of mythical origin, concoction of im-
aginative mind, but the miats of sceptic-

ai attitude are relegated into oblivion by
the assertions of residents in the neigh-
borhood, some of wýhomn have visited this
bilîside retreat, to others dwelling with-
in the district, the hibernai cavern's ex-
istence is based solely upon report, and
in the villages, towns of this portion of
Southern Manitoba, t% is safe to assume
that* the percentage of people to whose
kiiowledge the hollow with its loath-
smrn contents is now being revealed,
will possess dubious thought as to its
existence, will not b. sanal. The anakes'
den in the gully is a reality, statement
of fact, can be seen.

From a standpont of number, to form
any calculation of tha reptilian assembly
cannot be accomplished; it is possible ta
g:iess its figurative quantity but in
hapha&ad fashion. at many thousande;
tuis would decidedly suggest itself to
the, observer., A wriggling mass, to
whom advent of summer's days will
mean movement to the ravinesides,
woods, and meadowlands. The day of
the writer's visit at tbe latter part of

Api was not of that balmy atmos-
perie condition which would stretch
forth invitation to the crawling mass
to emerge f roma its fastness of hibernai

BEGAN YOUNG

Had "Nerves" from Youth.

"When very young 1 began us-g cof-
fee and continued up to the last six
mnonths," wites a Southern girl.

"I had been exceedingly nervous, thin
and very sallow. After quitting coffee
and drinking Postum about a month my
nervousness disappeared and bas neyer
returned." (Tea contains the saine ln-
juriaus drug, cafleine, fo. nd in coffeo.)
«"This is the more romarkable as 1 amn
a Primary teicher and have kept right
on with my work.

"My comple xion now 18 clear and
rosy, my skin soft and smooth. As a
good complexion was something I had
greatly desired, I feel amply repaid oves
thougb this were the only benefit de-
rived from drinking Postum.

"Before beginninq its use 1 had suf-
fered greatlyfrom indigestion and head-
ache; these troubles are now unknown.

"I cbanged from coffee to Postuix
without the slightest incanvenience, did
flot evon have a headache. Have knowil
eoffee drinkers, who were visiting meý
ta use Postum a week without oei
aware tnat tbey were not drinking cof.
fee."

Name given b y Canadian Postun Co.
Windsor, Ont. Write for booklet, "ThE
IRoad ta Wellville!"

Postum comes in two forms.
Regular (r-ust be boiled>.

ITnT"T Postum doesn't require boiIiný

butisreparemistantly by stirringi

level teaspoonfuloin an ordinary cup o
Ilot water, which makes it right fai
mo-t persans.

A big cup requires more and somý
people wha like strong things put in
l'ea-ping spnonful»andT temper it ith
lai-ze supply of creain.

Fxperiment until yoii know th,
Iniount that pleases yaur palate ani
lave it served that wav in the future.

*lhere's a~ Reason" for Postum.

retreat. A few specimens, perchance an
advance guard of more venturesome dis-
position, might have been noticed in the
viinity of the den's exterior, possibly
wearied of the retiremént from-hsQntý-
of summer days. At' the place fromi
whicb a view of this den was obtained,
it was apparent that the viperous con-
glomeration was composed of that vani-
ety indigenous to a major number of
Mî nitoban localities, the garter or strip-
ed snake, a reptile credited by the stu-
dent of natural history as a harxnless
member of the viperous family, which
is a correct dlaim; nevertheless, to the
average individual, the snake of any
species cold be dispenséd with.

From a size point, the suake life with-
in the den was variable; every appear-
ance was indicative that a species of
minor length was predorinant. It was
possible to observe torne which were not
of tuis cbaracteristic, and it is safe to
estimate these to have obtained a meas-
urement of five feet, wblst a few speci-
mens were noticeable which were in ex-
cess of that figure. Verily a weird and
detestable sigbt, reptilian couls, and it
is possible that within the recenses of
this cavernous excavation, were twisted
together thousands of the creatures. A
resident of tbirty years in the locality
states that this horrible resort amidst
the stony ravineside was visited by hum
in thé first year of bis arrivai. It is
safe t o assume that for many ages this
den bas constituted the Ilberal resort of
a loatbsome anake migration wben
snows of winter caver the scenes of their
haunts in summer's pleasant days.

In the curriculum of creation, the
snake bas received the endowmcnt of
instinctive power that it rnay at the ap-
pointed. season return ta a& place of re-
tirement. From wbat distance the crea-
turcs are enabled to accomplish this end
cannot b. said, and, trom they who havie
studied the question, bence in a position
to speak, the average date of this crawl-
ing migration may be said to commence
about the middle of the autumnal sea-
son, then,. when sunshine's bright rays
are indicative tbat the fields, woodse,
grass meadows bave assumed the. gor-
geous raiments of entamer, the.dca- la
deplted of its crawling inhabitantq un-
tih. limatie condition is -compulsory. of
return.

There are few only such viperous re-
sorts in Manitoba; one such may be

iseen in the valley of the Souris; anoth-
or was, until some years.ago, located ia

rclose proximity to the site of the Pro-
rvincial Penitentiary at Stony Mountain;

howover, this den bas boon destroyed, a
plan which should bc bighly rocommend-

Sed to any wherever existent.
L A more repulsive spectacle than tuis
cavern with its loathsomo creation in

1difficult ta imagine; and, perchance,
ireaders of theWesteýn Home Monthly
1may ho cognizant of viperous rotreats

i within their own localities.
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The Universal Failing

Miss Mary Wood, organizerý of wom-
en'a clubs, and a member of the bar, is
another advacate of the theory that
vanity is a failing of men no less than
of women. To make ber position sure,
she tolls on a' judge, that brand of man
wvhich is supposed ta be superior ta
ordinary human weaknesses:

His honor was thorougbly *and pic-
turesquely impressed with his deep
knowledge of the law. As a judicial
genius, ho thought, he had aid Rhada-
manthus backed off the boards.

On one occasion, lu the trial of a
case, a young lawyer made a point, and,
in support of it, began ta read 'a few
selections fromn Blackstone.

"'It is presumed, pr," interrupted the
judge, "that this #Burt knows tbe law,
and it eannot bu Ilictited ta. Another
such infringement on the dignity of tho
court, sir, will ho fallowed immediately
by your going ta jail for conternTt."

",if it please your honor," quickly e
plied the yaunig attorney, "I was more-
Iv readine th;- ta von ta show yon

ivwbat an aId fool Blackstone was."

"L11eader' 'ad e"Repeater"e.

LOADED SHOTGUN SHELLS

If you, 1k. iffly Canadian amotame o, pro1ft
Americn I*otgun shels, when buying b.

sure to get the kind which are made in Ameg«.

IL-

- ica, and not ahels bearing an AmmekaluhS
and label, but. which arc not loaded themAi

Wmnchester.loaded shella are1 madgi utK the

wori m of the Wizichestr Repethàg Arum

-' Co., New HavenConn., U. 8. A.,nader the

mmre kiliful management and by the ama'e

r Up-tO-date andS areful sysbne m o aube4m.
-#*oleh have matie Winchester rifles the bot

and iosbt generally uaed sporting arme in tho
world.Winchestr-the .w buz-.p

loaded i sheila may co st a few tenta mno

-*ver the counter, but any diffenco bl

price la more than made up by thefr- supqulq

~, qulty fandig M.,tipnablt. ya
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Keep a
Kodak Record

Preserve for future reference an indisput-
able record, of your crops, your growing
stock, the condition of buildings and fences
and roads-by means of photographs.

Make sales of your stock by means. of
photographs; bring home ideas f rom other
people's farms by means of photography.

You tan make good pictures by the
Kodak system. It's ail very simple-and
less expensive than you think.

Catalog f ree at your dealer's or by mail.

CANADIAN KODAK CO., LIMITED
TORONTO

Wben writing advertisers please mention The Western Home Xonthly.
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