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The writerl'oes, however, recollect thàt
at Christmas parties aiong the, Red River
much enthusiasm was evoked when the
time honored jig was commenced by the.
violinist.

"Tbat's a car going to Winnipeg" e-
marked the. octogenarian, as the shril
whistle sounded tbrough the, bush 'twixt
the electric railway and the river bank.
"Things have altered the. last few years.
Last Christmnas Ev. I went with on. of my
sons to the, city, and he took me to tbe
corner of Main street and Portage avenue.
No I can't say what my thoughts were as
I looked at the, crowds of people, the
splendid store windows, and the auto-.
mobiles. The, change is too wonderful
for me to talk about. Did we ever fancy
Fort Garry would b. more tban it was in
the. eariy days, you ask? No, we neyer
did; we made a wrong guese didn't we?"

A few minutes later the witer wisbed
the. aged resident fareweil and expressed
the. hope that several Christmnas daYs
would yet be enjoyed by hlm.

"'Can't expect many more," he replied.
4"r'.e Ment nearly ninety of thern in Mani-

5 ULETIE bas heen celebratedin Manitoba from the daysi
wii.n Selkirk's settiets trekkedi
into the "colony" from Scottish1
shores. A few days ago the

Irriter was standing on the. Red River
bank nean the Rapide of St. Andrews.
Walking through a piece of popWa coppioe
adjacent to the roadway was a man, who,
as hie slowly ambled along, plainly demon-
strated the fact that the bailmnnk of
advanced old age was stamped upon hlm.
An old-tiine resident of tih. locality, bis
years permit hin to glance back into the
period when the settier trekked along the
crooked trailt tirough Middlechurch and
Kildonan to the store of the. Great Comi-
pany iua Fort Garry.

"lBeautîful morning for _Jhe tie o!
year," remarked the. veneraMe man asne
stepped toward the. writer. "And Christ-
mas wiil soon b. bere, too, won't it?"

"Yes," responded the. witer, "and I
wisb you a mcrry Christmas and lots of
themn yet. You old timers along the.
river have spent the day ini various queer
fashions ycars ago."

" 9NQ, W. gnealy speat it in one
way. We'V alwaye observed Christmas,"
was the response. "But we neyer Iooked
forward ta iL as with New Year's. That
was the great tune in the eolony."

It may be w.il t. remark that in carlr
days ,Manitoba was known as the. "Col
ony." Indeed, frequently when an old-
time resident is in conversation be je
pion. to refer to the. colony and Fort

Gary"People in the. coloay wcre few and f an
bctween wiien I was a young man," he
contiaued, a emile passing over bis niucii
wrinkled face. "Pniiapsvw. migiit stant
out on Christmas a! ernoon to visit
relatives or friends, may be at Hadingly
or Selkirk. Most of the. folks ini St.
Andrew's parisii went to ciiurchin iithei
moraîng to hean the Ciinistma,% bymns
and-

"Bisbop Anderson," remarked thie
listener, momeatarily interruptiag.
"There's not an old-tâner on the river who
.did not recognize hum as a friend."

"Yes," answered tbe octogenarian.
"That's quit. right what you say about
Anderson. V'ye heard hum pr.acb in the
old stone churcii oa several Christmas
morîfiags."
.Anderson. He the. intrepid path-fiadcr

whosè nine is ever green at St. Andrew's
on the Red river. l.e was likewise the
hiero who peaetrated the f astnesses of

distant Yukon, carrying Lo iLs Indian
people the Gospels.

la response to a query cofloertuifg
Christmas and New Year's at Fort Garry
and bastioned Lower Fort, the. old resident
renarked that it wvas customary with
nany Indians to corne f rom Lake Winni-

peg and the vicifity. The Indian wozId
bring witii hum a bundle of furs to'barter
for a few extra supplies. It was a usual
happening for the Indians to usher in the
New Year with a feast and dance, the
latter celebration frequently lasting an
f nt ire week.

The statement bas been made that in
the early days of Manitoba th, time-
hionored adjunet to the Christmas dinner
tal)IP, the p)roverbial plum pudding wvýas
ain înknown factor w th the settlers. In
speaking of this subjeet, the St. Andrew's
i ogenarian remarks: "That's the silliest
idea 'y. heard of in a long while. The
folks Lord Selkirk brougbt liere-my
fathler wvas on. o! themn-knew more than
sotine people yet give them credit for. At
Ilieit of the company's stores flour and
rýti,ins were'alwavs in stock."

-The lively stýains of the Red River
-Jiu llave apparently va-nished."* remarked
t1lîi \rter. who last heard its merry mulsic
at :t Christmas spent at M.\apleton s'ears

"Perhaps old-tîmers alîing the ted
I\ r have forgotten the tuuie." he added.
Sm)ietimes vou'Il hear it vet.- mwas tii

I s.There are several men around
t IHipids who can play the old tune vet,

i IlVou Nwere here on Christmnas nighi
j i îîuglit hear it.''

toba, and perhapp before another Christ-
mas Day I may b. laid in Lb. ceuetcry at
Kildonan, where -y father. mother and
several o! our family are huried."

A hearty shake bands, and the old mari
started off for Lb. Locks. And once again
the wrter heard Liie strains o!fLthe Red
River Jig.

Many Eaglisii girls believe that tbcy
will not b. wdded iaside o! twelve months
unless tbey bavenat least one kiss under
tb. mistietoe..la maay countries a
berry is plucked from Lb. mistletoe with
each kiss, and when there are no bernies
no kisses are allowed. M,%istletoe used to
be considered a charm or amulet t. ward
off Lb. banefuul influence o! witches. It
was also corisiolered that iLs influence was
irresistible, that no one could possibly
pass beneath iL without yielding to iW
power, and hence i)otb mat non and maid
must 'ubmit to the salutation wbich bhas
since become customai'y.

Tii, bolly, with its traditions and eus-
toms, comaes down to us fron the Lb.d
Romans and Tleutonis, and ,I)iinging in
the hollv' used to be a matten of some
cenemonv. 'lle good folk of Rutland,
Eîîgland. neyer .bing hollv into the bouse
before Christ mas Ev'e. beipving that to do
so would entail upon tbem a vear of ilI
luck: and in I)erb vshire it is helieved that
the r<,ugiîness or .-n,îthiess o! the hollv
that cones 11110 a hîîuîe at Chrnistm-as
foreslîado~wlîetlïer husband or wife wili

ule during the coming yean. The super-

etition that the holly ie t. remind us O!
Christ's sufferine is of later onigin than
most of the Chrietmnas customs. A littie
Cbristmas carol, in the Christmas nuniber
of "Harper's Magazine," 1898, prettilY
embodies this idea:

'Tii. hoily berry's red as blond,
And the hoily hears a tborn;
And the manger-bcd le a Holy Rood,
Wben Jesus Christ was born.'
In the. Black Mountains at the present

day the, custorn o! b.aring home the
Yul. log je stiilefully obeerved in ail iLs
ancient detail . Tii, bouse-father feUls the
ciioeen tree, tben he utters a prayer and
car.fufly lifts up bis log and beane it home
on bis sboulder. His sons foilow hie ex-
ample, eacb bearing a 1og for huiself.-
The fatiier then leans bisoflog up against
the house, being caneful that the freshly
cut end ie uppermost, the. lesser loge or
onde surround it. As the father places
eacb log he says, "«A merry log day.'

Tiihe mtbus kindled is not aflowed t.
go out until the following year, or great
evil wiil befaîl tbe bousehold. Portions
of the. preceding Yul. log lighted the. now

.N'S DO OR DIFÉ
[abel Crawford

Aye backto back they ame fghtimg
RICh ai, and fanmer's son,
Tii. antist bas lef t bis canvas
And wieldse m.sord[ and gui'.

The. playwnigiit bas left bie draina
Unfinished as yemn go by-
They bave placed their ail on the sitar,
Canadians do-or di.!

al

Dr

With a thougbt for bome and lovd ones,
And a prayer for the. passing @OUl,
Tbey bave beld tiieir fimes uadauated, li
They bave kept the Hua from bis goal.1

The~ have carved tbem a niche in story,
Wi theb torch o! patriot flame,
Tiiey bave blazed thbe patii to conquSt-I
But never Lb. way o!fshmo

re glad we gave tbem,
p'neath an alien sky,
ur race of here-
die!

logs, and tb. remains of cach year'e fine
were carefuily stored away among the
bousebold treasures for this pur pose.

In the. Highlands o! Scotiand it Î8, to
this day, considered a great misfortune if
the. fine goes out, and iL is said, "Ta. nae
luck, ye've let oot the fire." T'h, Yul. Io
of England is chosea for its knots ani
rugged roots a cross-grained block o! dmn
beiag usuaiiy ciiosen, as it will hurm
loner. This mced Lo b. decorated with
garland s o! greens and ibbons and drawa
ta, its place with much merriînent.

Formerly Lb. mem bers o! a family and
the guests sat down in turn upon the Yuile
log as Lb. throne o! the Master of Revels
or Lb. Lord o! Misrule, sang Yul. songs,
drank to the Merry Christ mas and Happy
New Year, and as part o!fLui. fr<lic ate
Yul. dough or Yul. cakes, drank furmenty,
spired ale, and from the wassail bowl.

Then Lhev played Yule games, and
flaally kindled the Yul. log from brands
kept. from Lbe prevîous yean. Herrick
wites:

"KindIe the Chrismas brand, and then
'l'ill sunneset let iL îurae;

Which quencht, then Iay it up agea,
Till Chistma.9 next returne.

"Part must be kept, wherewitlî to tecnd
The C'hristmas log next yeare;

And where 'tis safely kept, thîe fiend e
Can (Io n) iscliief tiiere>.'

A simailar custom was rtained on the.

Continent called Souche de Noel. In Nor-
ro1k and other counties, as lon gs any
part of the Yule log remained burnin;g,
lý the servants were regaled at their
tàéals with the best of eider and aie.
The early English and Irish Mople

mlied Christms the "Fst of Lighta"
ând used to burn the "Christmas candi."
which was 80 large as to buru several
igbts beforo being coneuxned. It is one
)f the moat interesting of the Christmas
customs, for very early it wae made sym-
bolical of the "Light of the World," and
ts burnine became a eré'oua obeervanFle.

Whether iL wes, e clied, a pagan
ite, offered to the s"n for its returming

w'armth at Yuletide, 18 not resu ykiiowu.
Used as a Christian symbol, hiowover

th Christmas candie grew larger anJ
rgruntil it aasurnod such huge dimen-

sions as to lust the whol. twelve nights of
ho holidays. The candi. was of ton or-
namented with a laznb, typfical of the
Lamb of God. Theso cmndles are stili
sold in varlous places at Christmas tlxno.
In the buttery at St. John's Ceous Ox->
ford may stian ma m au n st eoue
;ÎandIestick beariag a fig'A of the Lamnb.
This mvahiok li.d to b. placed upon
cra6 "hig h table" eaoh of the twolvê
ni taof the Christmas festival, and in

it 'umàthefamous candi. of St. Johi14s
One of the Christmas games qoe4 si

l'jumping the Mcadlçç 1" ,rw.1ve aindlés,
reprs ing the*enths of the. year e

plcdat intervals on the floor, and euoh
person in turn wu e quired to lump over
tbem. If ail were sucoessfully fpssed
ver and stili burned brightly, .odfr

tune would be the. jumper's durngthe
coming year; but if any candie flamo wae
put out it betokened ill-luck onung in
the month iL represented. If al oro
put out, the bachelor or niaid who coin-
mitted the direful deed would not only
not marry during. the coming yesr but
might expeot adisappointment in'love.
This cuatomin l now uned on Hallowma-
night.1

A huiidred years ago the English chan-
dlers ueed to pay tribut. to their patrons
in the forin of huge mould candies, and
the coopers presented their patrons with
great loge, called Yul. doge or blocke,
and direct descendants of the Yule 109.

The poor littie Punitan children were
not allowed to kecp Christmas, hecause to,
do 80 savored of xp-,,ry ini their eiders'
eyes. Governor Bradford on the second
Christmas in the New Worid, 1621, wîehed
people to work, but if they would not
work th.y imust not pl%; if tbey kept
Christmas at ail iL muet as a 'maLter
of devotion." One tbing, however, the
children did have in tb. early day. of
New England wus tb. "Christmas can-

de Thin candi. was bome-made of
tallow, large with the wick divides at
the lower eni to forin thre l1s while at
its hcart wus concealed a quill weII fiUled
with gunpowder. On Christmas Ev. it
was lighted, and tbe quaint littie Puritan
folk sat around it, telling stories, until
siiddenly the candie went off witb a bang,
filling thé children witb glee and'giving
them their only taste of holiâay fun.

It is sai(l that Christmas trees were used,
tapaegifts upon as early as 1632; tbey
crilywere hy 1744, a Goethe in "The

.8orrows <of Werther" alludes to the cus-
to)m. lFrance adopted the Chrixtmas tree
about 1940, and l>rincc Albert introduced
it into Etigland the fir8t,(iîristma.; after
his marriage. The Qucoin keepe up
this eustom, having a tree for bier own

ifts, on. for lier children and grandchil-
dren, and one for the bouebold. Since
then the etustom has hecome world-wide.
The "'lree of! CanIesf," iii of more ancient
date. There is an old French romance o!
the thirteerîth century ini whieh thehemo
ses a tree whose branches f rom top to
hottom are covered with burning candies,
while on the top is a figure of a cbild
shining with a' stili greater radianoe.
This tree symbolized humanity-the up-
p er lights heing the souls of the good, tbose
i elow, of t he wirked, while the child repre-
sente(iChrist. From the Noise mvthology
comeâ the suggestion (À the Churistmas tree

CANADIA
By h

There's mmayheatinthe Northlsd
That longs for an absent one-

EThre's many a widowed moLlier
Who mourne for an only son.

Tii.y le! t the plow in the. funnow,
MAnd the axe in Lb. balf-felled treS
-Offering their lives for the. bonon
O! tiie Motherlan<1 o'er the. cea.

IThey sprang int. ling at tbe bugle,
And waved us a gay gond-bye,
But their bearts as steel were weldedy
For Canadians do-or di,!

=And some o! thein feul at Ypres-
Ia the, tbiik o! the, fist advanoe;

EAnd some of tiien sleep unlisted
Befces, Somewh.re in France!

DearGCod! We a
Tbough they slee
We are proud o!
Canadians do-o1
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