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Forest By-Products

The forests of the Lake Melville region remainPracticaily untouched. Lumber and other ordinary forest
products except as aiready noted are flot at present pro-
duced in the Lake Melville region. The single portable
iiil now in operation supplies lumber oniy for local use

and much of this is stili cut with the old hand whipsaws.'
Until the boundary question is settled and it is known
whether Newfoundland or Canada has authority to
grant timber concessions, it is flot Iikely that any large
attempt at timber or pulpwood production will be under-
taken.

At present the forests supply only by-products inthe shape of fur bearing animais. In one sense the annual
fur catch may be regarded as a forest by'product. Theheavy forests produce what is said to be finest gradeof
fur known in the north. The fur-bearing animais and the
people of the region are both, strictly speaking, forest
producta, since neither couid exist in the region without
the forests.

Minks, weaseis and martins, are the more commonfur-producing animais. Red, cross, silver and white foxesare trapped, the last generally being found only near the
Coast. The otter, lynx and beaver are aiso present. Thisregion is near the southern lirait of the range of the
Polar bear which is sometimes taken on the sea coast butit, like the seai, beiongs to the sea rather than to the
forests.

Originaily the region was divided between theIndian and the Esquimo. The latter is neariy extinct inthe Hamilton Inlet region and southward. The Esquimo
held the narrow sea coast strip,-approximately the same
narrow shore zone now occupied by the Newfoundiand
fisherman whiie ail the vast interior river and lake region
belonged to the Indian. When either race overstepped theturne hailowed boundary between them in the oid days,
savage reprisais resuited. Battie Harbour is one of thenaines which has survived from the days when the Indian
and Esquimo tried to revise the Labrador boundary withthe tomahawk and the spear. From the region south of
Hamnilton Iniet the Esquimno has disappeared and theNewfoundîand fisherman has taken his place. TheIridian stili survives but lives as his ancestors did, except
that canvas canoes and tents have suppianted the birchbark canoe and the skin-covered tepee.

Evioution of the "Liveyere"

In Labrador, as elsewhere on the northern frontier,flaturai selection is producing a type of man well adapted
to a changing envirofiment. This new type wiii in time
SUppiant the Indian.

In a country where elemental conditions prevail asthey, do in Labrador naturai selection is flot an academicterin but a stemn reaiity. Nature undertakes to make ofevery man who dlaims a home in Labrador either a hunteror a fisherman. For the failures starvation awaits justrOuid. the corner. The Inan who is a product of an en-'Virofiment where these two arts are not important oressentiai, must when he cornes to Labrador, speedilyacquire them uniess hie is able to maintain his connections
WIith his oid envirofiment and its resources Failure todo s0 mearis elimination by starvation. The tiagic deathOf Leortidas Hubbard illustrates the remorselesa way in
Wvhich this fundamentai iaw works in this region.

Labrador affords interesting sideiights on humanreIftionship under the very simple elementai conditionsWhich replace* the complex web of civilizatiori in which
I.e ]ive. There are no sociaiists and no capitalists to.gririd the poor man down." Stern old Mother Nature<'Oea thue grinding every few years by making the caribou
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