MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

In the Parliamentary .session above mentioned, James Silk
Buckingham, Esq., then one of the members for Sheffield, moved
m the House for the adoptlon of the following resolution :—

¢ That a select committee be appomted to mqun'e into the
extent, causes ‘and consequences of the prevailing vice of intoxi-
cation amonor the labouring classes of the United Klno-dom, in
order to ascertam whether any 1eg1sla.t1ve measures can be de-
vised to prevenf, the further spread of so great a natmnal evil.”

The motion was opposed by Lord Althorpe, on the part of
the Government, and by several others;. but on a d1v1510n after
Mr: Bucklnaham 8 reply to the various o'bjectlons that were
urged, 11: was carried. against t the Govemment the unexpected
ma._]onty bemo recelved with loud ‘cheers ; ; and the following
commtbee in ‘Which almost every part of Great Britain and
Ireland was represented was appomted [Here ’che names are
given ofthe 38 members composing the committee, among whom
are Mr. Buchngha.m as chairman ; ‘Lord Althorpe, Chancellor
of the Exchequer; Sir Robert Peel Mr. Baring; Mr. Haww,
Aldeiman 'Wood ;* Serj’t Lefoy, Sll' Andrew A«new, and other
distinguished gent]emen 1

The list of witnesses will be found to embraee men of va.nous
ra.uks, professmns and, Iocahtles so' that their experience was
ga.th’ered oVer'an’ eXtensive T range of countnes "and occnpahons
and onthe évidence ‘elicited from them after many days of
patient examination, extending from the 9th of June to the



