- ON EMIGRATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. n

An application was made to Your Committee by the Columbian Agricultural
Association, with reference to the subject of receiving Emigrants on the lands
located to them in Columbia; and Your Committee beg to refer to the evidence
of Sir Robert Wilson, upon this point.

Your Committee beg also to inform the House, that during the course of their
investigation, they received an application from Mr. Chambers, a Police Magis--
trate, requesting to be examined upon the subject of that numerous class of
persons in the Metropolis, chiefly under age, who, being thrown upon the
streets in perfect destitution, soon resort to crimes for their support. A class so
numerous, and whose case is so lamentable, deserves the attention of Parlia-
ment as one of those special cases which must be either left to the benevolence
of charitable institutions, or of Parliament, to supply those funds for the first
period of emigration, which (as already explained) the Committee are disposed
to recommend should be furnished by the individuals specially benefited by the
removal of the Emigrants.

| They would also beg to refer to the evidence of Mr. Bodkin, the secretary of
the Mendicity Society, upon this subject.

It will be observed from the examination of the Evidence, that in the event of
any general measure of Emigration being carried into effect, it has been sug-
gested to the Committee, that several legislative measures might, under certain
modifications, be introduced as auxiliaries to the object; such, for example, as
to enable parishes in England to mortgage their poor-rates for the purpose of
forming a fund for the emigration of their poor; to enable tenants for life in
Ireland and Scotland to charge their estates for that object; to enable parishes
in Ireland and Scotland to effect a similar charge, subject to the consent of some’
definite proportion of the contributors ; to provide some means for regulating
the erection of cottages in those agricultural parishes where rates may be mort-
gaged for the purposes of emigration ; to establisha Board of Emigration, with’
protectors of emigrants; to hold a lien on the lands allotted to thé emigrants
as a security until the original debt be liquidated, such lien to be in the nature
of a land tax redeemable at any time at a certain rate of redemption; to legalise
apprenticeships, in no case to excced seven years, during which one-fourth of
the wages received by the apprentice should be set apart by the master in
liquidation of the expensc incurred in the transport of the emigrant, such ap-
prenticeships only to continue until that expenze shall have been liquidated,
and after that period the apprentice to be entirely free.

Your Committee beg finally to express their decided conviction, that the
circulation of their Report, and of the Minutes of Evidence, throughout the
- United Kingdom and the Colonies, will enable any. future Committee to resume
the subject with the means of proposing measures sufficiently definite to justify
their recommendation of them to the House for its adoption.

26 May 1820.
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Vide Evidence of
Mr. Hodges.

YVide Evidence of
Mr. Carlisle and
Mr. Eager.



