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inevitable, there is no reason to doubt ; but it is quite apparent that, underlying what is
natural and pardonable in this movement, there have been agencies at work which loyal
subjecty cannot countenance, and that artful attempts have been made to mislead the
people by the most flagrant and absurd misrepresentations. Had the Queen’s Govern-
ment, or the Government of the Dominion, imitated the rash and reckless conduct of
some of those who have taken part in this disturbance, there would, ere this, have been
bloodshed and civil war in Rupert's Land, with the prospect of the flame spreading along
the frontier, ag the fire spreads .over the prairie. . Fortunately, calmer councils have
prevailed both in England and at Ottawa. The Proclamation of the Queen’s Represen-
tative, with copies of which you will be furnished in French and English, will convey to
her people the solemn words of their Sovereign, who, possessed of ample power to enforce
her authority, yet donfides in their loyalty and affectionate attachment to her throne.

The instructions issued to Mr. McDougall on the twenty-eighth of September, long
before there was ahy reason to apprehend serious opposition on the Red River, will show
how utterly groundless were the suspicions and apprehensions of unfair treatment- which
have been widely circulated in the North-West, and to which, unfortunately, some of the
Canadian newspapers, for party purposes, at times gave the mischievous color of their
authority. , :

You will perceive that at no time was the absurd idea entertained of ignoring the
municipal and political rights of the people of the North-West. That the only two
persons that Mr. McDougall was formally instructed to call to his aid were Governor
McTavish and Judge Black, who were known to be universally respected, and that any
subsequent selections were to be first reported here, with the grounds of his belief that
they stood equally high in tle confidence and affections of the people.

All the Provinces of the British Empire which now enjoy Representative Institutions
and Responsible Government have passed through a probationary period, till the growth
of population, and some political training, prepared them for self-government.

In the United Btates, the Territories are ruled from Washington till the time arrives,
when they can prove their fitness to be included in: the family of States, and, in the Halls
of Congress, challenge the full measure of power and free development which American
Citizenship ‘includes. }

It is fair to assume that some such training as human society requires in all free
countries may be useful, if not indispensable, at Red River; but of this you may be
assured, that the Governor General and his Council will gladly welcome the period when
the Queen can’ confer, with their entire approbation, the largest measure of self-govern-
ment on her subjects in that region, compatible with the preservation of British interests
on this Continent, and the integrity of the Empire. ' :

I think it unnecessary to make more than a passing reference to the acts of folly and
indiscretion, attributed to persons who have assumed to represent the Dominion, and to
speak in its name, but who have acted on their own responsibility, and without the
knowledge or the sanction of this Government.

In undertaking, at this inclement season of the year, 8o long a journey in the public
service, you display, venerable sir, a spirit of patriotism, which I am commanded to
assure you is fully appreciated by the Queen’s Representative and by the Privy Council.

I have the honor to be,
Your most obedient Servant,
JoserH Howg,
Secretary of State.

Hupsox’s BAY Company OFFICE,

o ' Moxrrear, 24th November, 1869.
T'he Honorable the Secretary of State for Canada,

Ottawa.

S1r,—I have to-day received from the Hudson’s'Bay' House, London, an extract of 'a
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