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Last week we started out with the in-
tention of referring to Prof. Samuel J.
Brun's article in the North American
Review on the subject of "Divorce made
Esy," but the absurdity of M. Naquet's
contentions drew us into a refutation of
that gentleman's illogical arguments.
Tis now notorious advocate of loose
laws--M.Naquet-contends that divorces
diiniish in number in proportion to the
elasticity of the laws governing them.
So absurd is the statement that, on the
very face of it, the ridiculousnes i. ap-
parent. It is against auch a foolish and
sophistical argument that Prof. Brun
wriles. In the course of bis able article
he shows that, la Franco, for incompati-
bility of temper, according to M. Glas-
son, during twenty seven months after
the promulgation of the divorce law in
1792, six thousand divorces took place in
the city of Paris; and in 1797 the
divorces, in France, out-numbered the
marriages. Duval, the historian, in
his "Souvenirs Thermidoriens" tells how
divorces were granted on account of
simple contradictions between the
spouses.

As au example of the immoral and
fearful reult. of the loose laws then en-
àcted we have the story of L'Abbe Her-
vier, of St. Eustache, near Paris. This
imitation of Luther and worthy example
for Hyacinthe and Chiniquy turned
from the Church and took unto him.
self a wife. The civil magistrate who
performed the ceremony of marriage
was the divorced husband of the very
woman whom he united with Hervier;
and it was Eervier-before bis fall-who
firet married the divorced couple. Here
waa the man marrying his divorced wife
to the priest who pronounced the nuptial
bleasing upon them in the ante-divorce
days. We give this example merely as
an illustration of the abominable results
of a law that tampers with the sacred
sacrament of the Church and that usurps
the rights which God has -reserved te
Himself.

Prof. Brun shows that ii bthe United
Statea, when the population increased
sixty per cent., the divorces increased
one bundred and fifty seven per cent.
In 1867 there were 9,937 divorces in the
United Stat es; in 1886, there were 25,.
585; in twenty years there were 828,716.
Then comes the question of illegitimacy
of the ebildren. During those twenty
years of active divorcing there were 267,-
739 children involved in the wholesale
miseries that were brought upon their
lives. We might go on with statistica
and fil armall volume with figures and
yet not reach the end of the long train
of horrors that owe their e2istence te
the law of divorce. But there is one
particular point which the professor
makes and this we desire.tn touch upon,
as it cones home te us in Canada and
may be read with profit by our members
of Parliament, our senators and our
leaders in public affaira. He shows
that a divorce law may be simply passed
becausoe one or two have an interest in
baving it upon the statute book, and no
one caring to bother himself with it, the
bill ia allowed to go through unopposed.
The moment it becomes law it affects
every individual, male and fenale, in
the country as well as the couple whose
special purpose was served by its pas-
sage. On this point we wish to write,
and desire te draw the attention of our
readers, and especially of our legislators,

to> it.

A member of parliament, in his own
interest, or more likely in the interest
of some one of bis electors, desires to
have a divorce bill paed through the
legislature.and placed upon the statute
books of theç country. 6t je very easy for

miich a representati-ve to decure a second-
er, or- peihap, two or three co-operators
The measure is conseluently brought
hefore the House through bis instm-
mentality and, unless serious opposition
is made to it, there I. eveiy piobability
of it eventually fenoming law. The
other memnbers of the amé legislative
body have no special interesat in that
particular bill, nor have they any object
in creating opposition to it. They are
nore or les. busy with their own
schemes sud rigbt glad of an opportunity
of being let alone on this question. The
result is they pay no attention to the
details. of the measure, to the reasons
given for its passage; if they dont feel
inclined to vote for it, they see no reason
why they should put themeelves about
LO vote oi wo*k against it. Thé result
is that a law i. passed ii bth ditect in-
terest of a couple of individuals who are
auxious to escape an existing and higher
law. The blot is dropped upon the
statute-book there to romain. But once
it bas become law it affects the whole
country as well as the few who sought
to bave it passed. If it be a private bill,
it creates a precedent, and one precedent
croates another ; until the frequency of
precedents croates a costom and event-
ually that custom find expression lu a
general divorce la*.

We do not pretend to dictate to those
who believe not with us, but we do say
that no Catholie legialator can be excus-
ed for the fearful sin of omission whiob
permits even a private divorce bill to go
uneballenged. If, in this country, our
Catholic representatives bad the man-
hood, the principle and the stability to
crush all party difference under foot, on
occasions of alike nature, and, irrespec-
tive of politics, to vote unanimouuly
against every attempt at divorce legis-
lation-private or public-they would
be doing thernselves honor, tbey would
be a credit to their faith, and they would
be serving the very best interesta of
their country. We would beg of our
Catholic members of Parliament, our
Catholic Senators, and our Catholic min
isters to show themaselves wortby the
principles that they have learned froin
the Church of Christ. We address our-
selves to Conservativesuand Liberals
alike.

It was only lait week that we wrote
about the uncompromising attitude of
the Church with regard to the world, to
sin, and to the devil. Other denomina-
tions, calling themselves Christian, may
hold parley with the powers of evil;
they may compromise withquestionable
morality; they may ignore the great
safe-guard of humanity in the perpetual
solidity of th& marriage bond; but the
Catholli Church cannot barter the law
of Christ for any earthly gain, and no
Catholic can, in conscience, permit of
the least intrusion upon the sanctity of
wedlock. It i no excuse to say that
he did not vote for it, that he held aloof,
that he was not interested. In such a
case his sin of omission in almcst as great
as the sin of commission would be were
le to have cast bis vote in its favor.
Divorce bas been the mother of all the
immorality, the social and national rulM
cf Europe; it l the serpent that will
sting the American Republic to death;
let Canada have none of it.

We received quite a lengthy and most
critical letter from a gentleman, who is
evidentlydeeply interested in mystical
studios, and who finds great fault with
cur recerut editorial upon the "Super.
miaturaJ." «He aise considera that our
remarks upon Lwo of our contemporarios,
snent their mode of treating Catholic
snd sacred subjeots, are not justifiable,
and that we deai as hsashly with Lb. be-

lievers in hypnotism, mesmerism, and
ail such like issues. The letter reached
ne after our first form was made up and
baving ne space in the second one for it,
we will leave It till next week. But we
shall give it to eur readers in ouir next
issue. The letter all unwittingly corro-
borates our arguments in tne editorial
that it criticises. .

S0HOOL MANAGEMENT.

We refer a weekageo te an essay on
the "Mafaigement of Christian Schools"
by the member of the Order of Christian
Brothers, We had intended analysing
that splendid addition te the educational'
literature of the day ; but we find that
the task fi beyond all question of posai-
bility at present. It would require more
space than we can afford te give even a
slight idea of all that important ru aterial
oontained in that one small volume. To
go into it at ail would demand several
pages : however, we feel bound to say
that every educator and friend of Catho-
lic education should have a oopy of the
work. We will quote a few paragraphs
frem the preface, which may serve te
convey a botter idea of the amount of in-
formation contained in those two hun-
dred and fifty pages.

The objecte of the essay are: " first, to
determine and .specify tb method and
system te hofollowed in our classes ;
second, te enable our teachers te become
acquainted with those xethods, which,
having stood the test of experience, may
be advantageouely used in the discharge
of their duties; third, to establish uni-
formity throngbout our Schools, so that,
the systemn followed being everywhere
the sane, the pupils may suffer noincon-
venience, either from a change of
teachers or frein passing from one clas
to another." After giving a short sketch
of the ayatem of instruction founded by
the Blessed De La Salle, and its subse-
quent development and perfection, the
writer says truly "that a book of this
nature can nover be said te be coniplete:
additional experience, the development
of methodology, legislative enactments,
unforeseen exigencies, and the like de-
mand, fron time te tine, various modifi-
cations." To these truthful remarks is
added the following piece of most agree-
able information : " Moreover as the in-
fiiction of corporal punishment is net per-
mitted in our Scheols, it becomes neces-
sary, now that the means of repression
are diminished, to develop still more the
system of emulation, and determine what
kinds of punishments may be generalized
in our Schoola."

In the edition before us several chap-
ters have been added to the volumes for-
merly published on this important sub-
ject. These chapters are on "The
Program of Studies," "School Books-
their Qualities," "Schooloopy-boos, their
Caring," "The School Library," "Preparg.-
tien of Lesons," "Intuitive Teaching--
Object Lessons," "The Black-board,"
"Synoptic Tables," "Catechizing," "Fer-
vent Reading," "Expressive Reading,"
"Gengraphy," "Hi story--Sacred, Profane,
Ecclesiastical," "Civil Government-Pa-
triotism," "Mental Arithmetic," "Alge-
bra," "Bookkeeping, Type-writing, Sten-
ography." "Elementary Notions of Phy-
siaes and Natural Sciences," "<Hygiene
and Physical Culture," "Manual Train-
ing," "Vocal Musie," and "Written Teste
in Religions Instruction." Imagine the
mainss of information to be derived fron %
volume, the more additional chapters of
which treat of subjecte as irmportant and
necessary as those just mentioned.

The firet part of the work treats of the
School and its organization ; the second
part gives full details about teaching and
the methods o! imparting knowledge ;
Lbe thirdi paçt is on "School Tjæ.tics,"

comprising emulation, repression, accu-
sation., conditions that should accom-
pany correction, good order and how to
obtain and preserve it, demeanor of mua-
ters and pupils, attendance, bolidays and
vacation. And after all this we find
about seventy pages devoted to the atudy
of the twelve essential virtues that
ahould be found i a master. For t'he
benefit of those who Imagine that a
teacher requires no exceptional qualifi-
cations, beyond a aufficient amount of
instruction, we will jus& mention those
virtues, without which no master is per-
fect. They are gravity, silence, humil-
ity, prudence, wisdom, patience, discre-
tion, neekness and firmness, seal, vigi-
lance, piety and genrosity. Judged by
that standard we fear that the grea.t ma-
jority of the world's teachers of to-day
would fall short of the mark.

It is wonderful to oontemplate tbe
number of people who think tbat the
profession of teacher is easy to acquire
and easy to practise. But only the mont
uniniLiated and moet imperfeotly informe
ed can entertain such opinions. In oeur
estimation the profession of teacher, ele-
mentary, commercial, classical or other-
wise, should rank before that of any
other vocation-alw&ys excepting the
great and exceptional vocation of the
ministry. It i. the teacher who trains
the youth that one day may becone a
lawyer, a physician, a surveyor, an engi-
neer or a sucoessful commercial insu.
Back to the teacher of the primary
school be muet go if he would trace the
stream of bis life's succeas to its source.
Without the elementary teaclier, theclâa-
sical, the scientific, the pbilosophical,
professor would be of no use, for lie
would have no pupils capable of receiv-
ing his instructions, in fact, he would be
devoid of instruction himself. If it be
true that the hand that rocks the cradle
governs the world, it ia equally, if iot
more true, that the one who sh apes the
young maind and forma the young he.art
-by instruction and education-i¶ th%
person who direct the fate of the cam-
ing generation.

So grand is the true profession of the
teacher, in our mind, thant we Iook upon
it as worthy every respect and consider-
ation possible. Give us good teachers
and you cannot but bave a good genera-
tion to succeed the present one. Every
teacher should conscientiously study tbe
great duties of his high office in the
world, and nowhere can he read better
lessons than in the volume in question.

"Oua HOME " is the nane of a nest,
breezy, charming little monthly that bas
reached its eighth number and gives pro-
mise of asuccessful future. Thejournal
consists of eightb pages of well-printed
and moet varied and interesting matter.
It is a Montrealer and consequently we
welcome it most beartily. "Our Home"
is under the direction of Mesrs. Wells &
Richardson Co., 200 Mountain Street. It
is sold for the insignifioant sun of twenty-
five cents per year. It is aregular "mu.
fum in paro "; it il an illustration of
the familiar saying, "good gooda in
amall parcels1"; it corresponds in this
way with every other thing that Wells
& Richardson Co. prepare for and present
to the public. Take the present number,
for example; it consiste of a mont inter-
esting story, " The Ghost of a Sumrmer
Night"n; ome appropriate extracts from
leading magazines; choice pieces of
verse; sketches of Pricessa May (with
portrait) President Cleveland, and Lord
and Lady Aberdeen (illustrated) ; fashion
notes; housukeeping hinta; a Young
Folks' Department; wit and humor and
oorrespondence. Considering the amali
price of subsriiption and the great
amount o! interesting material in Lhe
contents, we are confident that "Our
Horne" will be soon founid in everyonao
of our homes.-
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