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PR e
us the question is not whether Colonel
Buker eent in his papers, or did not send in
his papers, but what ought to be done in
his case now that his retirement from the
Service has been decided on.

In nccordance with the verdiot of a jury,
Mr. Justice Brett has awarded what he, as
an impartial English judge, douhtless deem
ed a full punishment for the offence com
mitted, namely, the personal punishment
of imprisonment, nnd the cesh fine of £500.
Had he, with all the evidence befora him,
inflicted a Gne of £5000, we should bave
known that this sum wes in his judgment
a pennlty fitted to the case, but hie hus not
done g0 Un the continry he has deliter
ately decided, and in terms showing hut
slight sympmthy with the accused, that the
offrnce merited a pecumary line of £500
and no more, and yet men, sufliciently dead
to a1l feeling of justice. a-.d maddened with
liysterienl prjudices, were to be found who
cried for the dismissal of Colone! Biker from
Setvice, ar, atfeast, for his beinyg mulcted of
the vulue of his commission, 1f permitted to
send in his resignation, and they have got
their demand. All this is very wesk, un
j 8t. and jmmoral, Colonel Buker may he
termed u poor tan, and whero is he to find
funds 1o puy this five hundred pounds,_and
the henvy cos's of the prosecatien, except
from the proceeds of the value of hia com*
mi-sion 7 and on whut priucipie of Eugliah
Justice can a man, tried snd punished by one
comt, be aguin, for the same offence, tried
and pumshed by znother, and that the very
body to bienetit by his second condemnation,

When Mayor the (so called) Honoursble
Whalter Hiarbore hiad to quit the Servize for
card-shnrping, there was po trial at Cioydun,
no law costs. no £500 tine : and yet when
the Secretary of State for Wur very praperly
sought to msake this wan feel in his pocket
the result of nis disreputable oficnce, and
declared that no purticle of bis commission
money should he handed over to hiw, he
found that, though practicslly just, his de.
asinn was immedialty questioned o3 illegal ;
and so this viter and unwitigated bisck
shecp may yet receive the ull value of his
comuiission, both reguiation and over'regu-
Intiun, for the law is sironger than indivi-
dual sentiment, and the rules under which
taen ngree 10 live together in a communbity
are of tar greater importance than the vio*
lence done 10 an individutal depnived of
gratifying a morbid yesrsving for Lynch-
law.

1f thisis to be so, there can be no doubt
Colonel B+ker must receive the price of lus
commission if an English sentiment of jus-
tice 13 10 be protecied £t all from 1k daily
‘ncresring tendency to rowdyism, which the
middle.class of Englishmen, even more than
tha lower, is row unfortunately displaying.

1n the South of Devon thero still lives
well-to-do farmer who once sat one a jury at
Exeter, where s man wus tried for some
minor offeace. **\Vhat is your opinion,
Sir 7' said the foreman, ¢ Nouseose I said
onr hero; ** there’'s no doubt about it ™
¢ Well, Sir, and what do yon tkink 7"’ was
the rejoiner. *‘lbing! why, damn ut, Aang
‘en; tob “= poor vnrmer?' Bat the cul
prit was uot hauged, neither can Colonel
Bsker be permitted to incur rdin for an of-
fence which has been already amply svenged
by the laws of his country.—Broad Arrow,
14 August.

The evidencs is daily growiog stronger
that Eogland is determined to make the
Margery murder a pretext for seizing and
annexing Burmah.  Large badies of British
f!ndia.n troogs are concentrating oo the {ron
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The Plerl Rifle.

AX £CONOMICAL AND SERVICCABLE WEAFON,

Lieut.- Col. Bacon, thestatistical officar at
the Rideau Rifle rangd, has, during the time
the competitions have be~n in course of
progress, hnd a most ingeniously construct -
ed rifle, the invention of a Major Pieri of the
French army on exbibition. ‘lhe weapon,
which ia light looking and handsome, is of
what is termed in our shooting phiraseology,
a small bore, with sights fitted after the
style of those on the Snider En4eld, but it
has the advantrge over tho Intier by having
the degreea of clevatian for the dilferent
ranges mavked on the side of the flap near-
est the eys of the person firing. The pieco
is sighted, we believe, up to 1000 yards;
bt ttainventor clwima it will send a jrojug
tile a distance of 3,0t0) vards, The barrel is
grooved most wonderfully.and nt the breech,
where the cartridge is placed, in a ciamber
which is perfectly smooih, and the btullet
his to proceed n short distance throvgh it
hefore it enters the grooves. ‘T'his obviates,
it is stated, the vinlent recoil common to
many grooved burrela, Apros of cartridges,
1t vy be mentioned that they cost one-tifth
of a penny lers than the Snider Eunfinld do 5
this i3 & consideratle item of saving in one’s
expenditure in ummaunition. A smxll rum
in arithmetic proved that out of §:4975
spent in 9,990 rounds of cartridge dwing
the inst thiree dny's compelition a sum of
£8 63.6d. sterling would have been suved
had the Preri rifle been used. ‘the am-
munnmtion possesses also anctheradvantage.
inasmuch ns it will keep for nny length of
time and in any climite ; it may be sunk in
water and when wanted for use it will be
found quite fit, as it is perfectly impervious
to wet, there being an inner wrapper of
caoutchoue as well a3 the ordinary one, a
sort of inner skin in fact. The advaniages
of it may be thus briefly stated :—the inven-
tor to obvinte the disndvuntages that arise
from the oscillations produced by pressing
with the forefinger on a tngger placed un-
de. ~enth the stock, conceived the idea of
placing the mechanism to release the plun.
ger, or striker, on top of the stock, and in a
line with the axis of the tore. To dischurge
the gun, the firer presses with his thumb on
a thumb piece placed in this position, and
protected against an nccidental injory or
blow, by two wings formed by the rear ends
of the breach shee. It resuits from this ar
rangement that instead of the muzzle of the
gun being pulled downwards and to the
right by the action of the forefinger on the
oun the trigger, as in the present system, the
pressure of the thumb on the upper surface
of the stock, and in a line with the axis,
establishea a perfect equilibrium at the line
of firing. In addition to this advantuge,the
position of the trigger on the top of the
stock has enabled the inventor to simplily
the breech mechanism so greatly that the
Pieri system is compnsed of seven simplo
and strongly formed parts, connected to-
gether by a single screw. on remoring which
the whole mechanism can at once ho taken
to pieces. We have heard from ths best
authority that the cost of the gun, with
which any barrel or cartridge can ba used,
iz only the exceedingly small sum 33 francs
(§6.60), made 1 tne Government small
arms factories. The great advsntages of
the DPieri system can, of course, bo only
urought to light by actual trial, but among
the many systems and arrangements now
under consideration wo certainly think this
deserves especial atteation. It is expected
that a trial of it will be made fo-day. Prao

tical-rifiemen are unanimbous in their appro-
val of the principle, and if the trial proves
satisfactory, its ohorpness will mske it ex-
ceedingly popular.— Times,

A Hopless Caso.

The other evening two Irishmen, new (o
the country, and belonging to the better
cless of emigrants, arnived at ‘Toledo Iate in
the eveningand stopped at the Island House.
They waere shown to & room fur up in the
building. the gas lighted, and they were left
alone. The weather was hot, the windows
open, and the two gentlemen sat down to
enjny a chat. Soon. attracted by the light
and the prospect of a square menl, a troop
of the hungrirst of huugry mosquitoes bLors
down upon the ill futed Hibernians. “They
fought and bled, but the enemy constanily
received reinforcements, aud the travellers
wero in deapair. ‘Fhe clerk was summoned,
and asked agonizingly :

¢ 14 there no defence against these bLlood-
thirsty hounds?"

fle told the travelers that if they put out
their gas nnd closed threir windows they
would experience relief. They scted on the
suggestion, and placed them-elves between
the sheets. Justus they begen 1o dozs a
lightning bug, which had strayed into the
roow. caught theeye of ane of the travelers,
o :oused his companion with a punch,
' Jamie, Jumie, it’s no use. Here's one of
the ceaturssenarchin’ for us wid a lantern.”

Owing to the rain fall of seven and one
hiadf inches within a few days, great damage
is announced in the Central. Provinces of
Jupan, farms being flooded, houses and
biriviges demolished, and upwrds of $2 000.-
000 in produce destroyed. Thero were also
a great mny lives lost.

The Russian Governmenton the 7th Sep.
tember received » telegrnm from General
Knuffman, commaading the Russian expedi-
tion aginstthe Kokhan rebels, announcing
that 3 batile was fought on the 24th ult,whea
the Russians complotely defeated the rebels,
numbering 30.000, who accupied a fortified
porition which General Galoortchoffstormed
The enemy was pursued and many of then
were killed and drowned in the Arvia Pariv
River. Several guns anda quantity of other
war material were captured. The lossesof
the Russians were inconsiderable. ~Genersl
Kuffman will continue his advance agsinst
the rebels when Lis means of transportation
arnives from Khodfend.

MILITIA AND DEFENCE

Tenders will bo recelved uatil Noon on 1he
15th Day of Septemb™, 1875
For the supply of

FORAGE CAPS,

Alsoforthe manufacture from Government Clot
ofsuch -
JACKETS,THOWSERS end GREAT COATS
As may be reguired for militia purposes durisg
the searsof u?:s-a. r

Pa~terns may bo #con and further {nformatio2
+will be glven on a{)puauon.

Tbe Dopariment will not be boand toaccer
tholowest or any tender.

W. POWELL,

Colarel Adjutant-Geperal of Xllitis
Ottaws, Augnst 17,3



