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An an instance of the dificulties in the way of olitaiting
fegal educution, it may not be out of rlive here to mention

that iny vwn father, the present Chivt Justive of the Court of | a
i hut little ditheuliy,

Common Plens, when s satudent. had to walk ten miles of n
mormng to s office, andd ten miles home again at ght . and
for the firat two yeurs of his apprenticeship, the culy works
be could obtain to study were n few musty volumes ot Reports,
aud 4 volame or two on Practice, but not a single Text hook,
This wis i 1322, and it was not until this Yeur that the Law
Soeiety, although duly authorized in 1797, hecame incor-

orated ; mince which period it hus gone on steadily inerensing
in wealth and numbers—and some idea of the progress mnde
by the Suciety since that time, may be gnthered from the facts
that it posesses one of the handsomest buildings in Upper
Canada—perhaps I might say in Ameriea—in which the

highest Comcts of the land hold their Sittings, that it porenges |

the finest library in Cunada, and that the number of ite mem-
bers excludive of Students, amounts to nearly 400,

Our country during the Inst half century has undoubtedly
made vast strides forward in the march ot eivilization, and it
may be safely asrerted that the profession of the Law bas kept
puce with the requirements of the age,

Our Judges wuuld he an ornament to the professicn where-
ever their 1ot might be cast, whether we regard them as be-
{nnging to the superior Courts of Common Law and Chancery
or to the Jocal Cuunty Courta, They need no eulogium at my
hands,—their works speak for themselves. Indeed, in this
cuuntry, an incompetent Judge could not stand before the ar-
ray of the Bar and the exposure and denunciation of a free
and powerful Press.

As for the members of the profession themselves, stimulated
by such Jaudable examples as tlie Bench affords and the ample
rewards in store for them, whether in the shape of emolument
or places which alone can be filled by professional men, and
spurred on by that generous spirit of cmulation to excel in all
that is good and honorable, they hold as high and creditable a
position in the land as their brethren in England and America,
or as the members uf any other profession in this country.

Our system of Jurisprudence has within the last few years
underg.ne some t and beneficial changes, Amorgst the
great reforms which have been effected, not the least is that
accomplished by the Common Law Procedure Act, 1856, and
the subsequent amendments thereto : the increased Jurisdic-
tion of our County Courts, and the re-modelling of our Muni-
cipal, J ury and Anssessment Laws.

The actions of Ejectment, Dower and Replevin have also
been greatly improved. The passing of the Ejectment Law,
however, was the melancholy cause of putting an end to the
career of two eminent legal cbaracters and cast a deep gloom
over the minds of many old practitioners, I allude to the
demise of those two most respectably litigious characters,
Messrs. John Doe and Richard Roe, whose apochryphal exist-
cnce was by this means ruthlessly terminated.

The only Law which has been varied for the worse, me judice,
during the last few years is the Law of Primygeniture, by
which the lands of a man instead of descending at his death to
his eldest son are now equally divided amoungst all his children
—and I greatly fear that, unless altered, future generations
will have reason to curse the name of the man who took it
into his head to tinker this old settled system. A more fruit-
ful source of litigation can scarcely be conceived.

The Common Law Procedure Act of 1856, has also effected
great reforms in the way of redocing redundant pleadings, in
affording speedier remedies on Notes and Bills of Exchange,
in enubling parties to come before the Court with special cases
without pleaslings, in granting the power of Injunctions to the
Superior Court, ard divers other matters too pumer~ve ¢o mzy
tion. Indeed were I to diverge into this well peaten track,
there is no knowing where I should end, 8o I il turn back.

Having now cursorily discussed these various topics, let me
recur to the last point of my lectire, viz., The Study of the
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Law, te whieh, in a degree, all these pri e remarks have been
tending.

In former years admission to the profession was grined with
The eximmations were conducted in &
lonne, careless way, by the Benshere, Ocentinnnily they were
very strict, but more frequently the reverve. It in quite diff-
erent now and no clnld’s play. The enormous number of
applicants haa compelled great caution to he exercised in ad-
mitting Students to the Society and still more in admitting
them to practise.  Instead of fenving the matter of exnming-
tion in the handx of the Bencheors themselven, there are now
Examiners who look strictly after the Student’s quulitications,
buth on entering the study of the grofexsion, and on eutering
the profession itself. .

The practice of the professinn was formerly carried on in a
lax manuer, whilst now, from the increased number of prac-
titioners, increased strictness in practice is required.

This strictness on the part of the Law Society in admitting
them, and ot the Profesmion in their daily practice, must
necessarily entail increased exertion on the part of the Student.

The benefit however correa;. ds to the esertion. There is
no profession in this country which offers 80 mauy brilliant
prizes,—if [ may a0 term them,—for free and fair competition
as that of the Law. For instance there are three Judgeships
io the Queen’s Bench, thre. Chancery Judgeships ard three
in the Com .on Pleas. Therv are thirty-one County Court
Judgeships and az many Couuty Atwroeyships. There are
four offices of Recorder, several Deputy Judgeships, besides
the offices of Clerk of the peace, all of these with handsome
salaries, and all must be filled by Luwyera.

Let the Student commenecing to learn his Profession, and
garing upon this list of prizes, reflect strongly on the ovly
mode by which they are attainable—industry and application.

The studies by which a man may gain the summit of legal
excellence are infinitely varied. There in acarcely a sutject
in the world, however rare or extruordinary, whici: may not
become matter of investiy :on before a Court of Law, A
Lawyer ought therefore, besides being well versed in the prin-
ciples and practice of his Profession, to be well read on all
subjects ; for it is impossibla to say when his knowledge on
some out of the way point may not be called for and useful.

Industry and application I need scarcely regent, are unonz
the chief qualities. If the Student eannot bring his min
down to habits of patient labour, he will never succeed at the
Law. * To attain emineoce in the Law,” says Mr. Raithby,
**is to achieve great honor, but the labour is proportionate.”

The facilities too which are now-a-days afforded to Law
Students ought to stimulate them to far ter exertions in
preparing for their Profession. As I said before, fifty or sixty

: years ago there was scarcely a Law-book in this ocountry.

Crmpare that with the advantages possessed by the Student
of to-day, who has all the means and appliances to boot, for
perfecting himself in his studies.

Let the Student again reflect on the :adustry and application
of the In.wiers of former days and the high and honorable po-
sition which some of them now cecupy, and here is an addi-
tional incentive to exertion.

There is one qualification for the practice of Law as a Bar-
rister which I must allude to before concluding. It is readi-
ness,—the ability to encounter difficulty with quickness and
generalship. This is a great test of fitness. An incompetent
pernon is quickly detected, and is, as a matter of course, im-
mediately deserted even by his most zealous friends. The
Bar is a field of intense rivalry, of eagar contest for distinction.
Wt.oever adopts it for his profession must take for his motto
. io Marte,” and must rely entirely on his own mental
exernions from the moment of starting till he reaches the goal.

< If you give way
Or edge aside from the direct forthright,
Like to an entered tide they all rush by
Aud leave you hindmost.”



