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HERE should be no difficulty in putting an

end to the barbarous practice of hazing in

institutions that are under the control of the govern-
mert Just shut off the supplies.

. NYBODY can write a paragraph.” Almost

anybody can spread an idea or two over a
page; but anybody cannot express the same idea
with more force in a single sentence.

HE fundamental question in regard to hazing

is whether students at college are to be

allowed to break the law of the lanZ while men on the

otreet are hustled off to the celis for breaches of the

pcace not nearly so serious as those committed in

some colleges. There cught to be no difficulty in
settling that question.

E clip the following from the “ funny”
column of the Globe :—

The pastor of a church pear Boston makes the following
announcement :—* He would be very glad if every one on
whom he calls will bear in mind his previous suggestion
as 10 the great value of time in the effort to reach near 400
hames, and subordinate decoration to despatch.”

Will sore one please translate this last clausa ?

No working pastor will find the slightest dif
ficulty in translating that clause. It means that the
prstor did not wish to wait until all the female
members of the family dressed themselves for com-
pany  There is an immense amount of precious
tirhe lost in that way The BRoston pastor knew his
business.

W" Edo wish that the municipal electors of
Ontario, especially thuse who dwell in cities,
could see a report of the proceedings that are now
taking place in New York, Chicago, Sioux City and
wiher places in the United States. The amount of
municipal coiruption that is being unearthed is
sinply appalling. Gamblin; hells, salouas of the
worst kind, houses of ill repute,and every kind of
disieputable establishments, have flourished under
the eyes of the police and have been encouraged as
sources of illicit revenue for the administrators of the
law. Prevention is easier and better than cure ; and
the only sure way to prevent municipal disgrace is
to put good men into the municipal councils. Good
men will never be put there if good citizens do not
take an interest in municipal elections.
NE scarcely ever opens a newspaper now
( without seeing a case of suicide reported.
Whatever clse may be there is very likely to be an
account of the death of somebudy who rushed un-
bidden into the presence of his Judge. Sometimes
we see a report of two or three cases in one paper.
Varivus theories are given to account for the epi-
demic.  One theury is the existence of financial de-
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pression.  This may account for some cases, but
certainly not for many others. Two cases that oc-
cured in Canada last week were marked exceptions.
The increase of mental disease may, and very likely
dczs, account for a curresp inding increase of suicide.
Probably the principal cause is growing unbclief in
God. The moment a man begins to doubt the ex-
istence of a persoual God he becomes more or less
likely to extricate himself from real or ilyxginary
difficulties by taking his own life.

W HILE the committee on supplying vacancies

is getting to work it might be well for some-
body to refresh the mind of the church with the scrip-
ture argument in favor of the right of the people to
elect their past-». Not long ago we asked a couple
of well read ministers for the strong points of Scrip-
ture in favor of the system, One of them replied
that the Scriptures say nothing on the question, and
the other that there is “something in Cunningham
about it.” The subject has not been much discussed
for a long time. Every body—that is, every Pres-
byterian body-—takes for granted the system is scrip-
tural. It might do gooZ to have the Scripture texts
in favor of the system sect before the people. Our:
columas arc open for that purpose to anybody who
can give the argument in a condensed form. But
we want to hear from Paul or James or Peter or
their Master —not from Cunningham, excellent and
able though he was.

HIEF JUSTICE MEREDITH takes his seat
on the Benchin his fifty-fifth year. Every-
body wishes him a long and useful judicial career.
Were the learned chiefa minister of the gospel a
good many people would think that his career is
about clused and his usefulness about gone at fifty-
five. Being a judge people think his career is only
beginning at that age. Most village congregations
weuld hesitate to call a pastor at fifty-five. Some
of them would scarcely give hima hearing. The
country calls Mr. Meredith toone of the highest
judicial positions in the Province at fifty.five and no-
body says he is too old. The craze for youthful
preaching is bringing the church and the pulpit into
contempt. People who do not believe much 1n
either church or pulpit say the work cannot be very
itnportant if a boy can do it better than a man.
The cuuntry would be shocked at the sight of a boy
un the Bench dealing with men's property. But
then, tou, many people think more of their property
than they think of their souls.

F all conventions were like the one held in
Toronto last week thoughtful people would
take much more interest in them. The subject was
an important and inteusely practical one—the saving
of children. The members of the convention werve
practical men who come in contact every day with
the strays and waifs of society. The discussions
could notfail to be of interest to every pratriotic
Canadian. Aswas pointed out again and again
during the convention, the only suse way to prevent
the incrcase of crime is to stop raising criminals,
As long as municipalities use their gaol> for train-
ing schuols in crime they must pay the bill for the
administration of criminal justice. It costs far more
to punish criminals than it would cost to build a
suitable house of correction in each county. The
money for the house of correction or industrial
school would have to be voted at once and the sum
might seem large to some eyes. The amount need-
ed tu care for and try criminals is paid out graiual-
ly and is not so much missed. Hence, the work of
training cnminals in gaols goes on in many
places, and people seldom think very seriously
about the matter except when some unfortunate
neighbor's boy goes to the gallows. Then they
moralize for.a few days quite seriously.

N this vigorous way does the /nterzor “ show up ”
a practice that will stand, and should have more
discussion of the same kind: ‘

There is a kind of talk in our newspapers, botk secular
and religious, that wearies us. We read in the speeches
and addresses of our temperance advocates, and now and
then it creeps into a Jeliverance of the General Assembly,
that * Christian America sends five missionaries and five
thousand gallons of rum annually to the west coast of Africa,”
Hamlet says that some things are “as easy as lying,” but
that 1s not true of many forms of speech. The fact s that
Chnstian America sends its missionaries, and pagan Amenica
sends its rum ; and the churches of Boston are no more re-
sponsible for New Eugland rum sent to the Congo than {s
the Mosque of Omar at Jerusalem. Wenever knew a man so
idiotic as to blame the wheat for the cockles that grew 1n the
heart of its feld. And yet a platform osator will “bring

_of our own opinions.
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down the house " by telling how he ‘‘counted five churches
on the avenue and fifty saloons uunder theis shadows,” as if
the sowing of churches produced saloons. It is but the
flimsiest logic and the cheape it thetoric that holds Christian.
ity responsible for all the evils sown by an alien band in her
home field, And yet there is probably not a day in the year
when somebody is not preparing for the platform or the press
a rehash of this worn-out and absurd declamation.

Temperance orators of the anti-church class are
not by any means the only people who Indulge in
this kind of rubbish. The stock in trade of some
evangelists is cheap abuse of churches and ministers.
Demagoguces, who profess to have much interest in
the poor, often expatiate on the splendour of city
churches and the sufferings of the poor under the
shadow of their steeples. Do these mothers not
know thtt ninety-nine out of every hundred cents
given to nelp the poor is given by church-going
people. We often hear it said that the white man
brought the Indian the gospel, and whiskey, and
taught him to swear. Was it the same white man?
It is more than time that church people had
thoroughly exposed the declamator; rubbish that
tries to bring out a vulgar cheer by fathering cvery
kind of iniquity on the church.

AN OLD-FASHIONED CHURCHMAN.
E quitewillingly publishin another columa the
letter of ** An Old-Fashioned Churchman,-
which he rather expected would find its way to the
waste-basket, because it advocates opinions and
practices which he considers find little favor in the
eyes of THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.  We may say
here, once for all, that nothing can be further from
our wish or intention than that everything should be
refused a place inour columns which is not an echo
This would be to court failure
and deserve it. We claim in the most absolute
manner the right to think our own thoughts, and
say respectfully our own say; and we should despise
ourselves, and be worthy of being despised by others,
if we restricted them in the exercise of a right which
we claim for ourselves, The columns of THE CAN.
ADA PRESBYTERIAN will always be open to all fair
criticism of our ownorany other person’sopiniors,and
for the discussion within reasonable bounds of every
subject suitable to such a paper. Let this be fully
understood.

We turn now to “ Old-Fashioned Churchman's”
criticisms. With much that he say. we are in tull
and hearty accord ; at the same time, weé feel some
difficulty in knowing just exactly what his real posi-
tion is, for, while he apologizes for some things that
we have but little sympathy with, and generally ap-
pears to be in favour of a more elaborate service
than is now common in Presbyterian Churches, he,
at the same time, assures us that he has “ no sym-
pathy with the ultramontane liturgicalism which is
creeping into the Church of Scotland.” But let that

ass.*

P * A narrow sectarianism,” he says, “ has for the
last year or two been creeping into THE CaNAbA
PRESBYTERIAN in the place of that broad catholic-
ity of spirit for which he has often praised and
recommended it.” He instances, in proof of this
charge, our treatment of the Mother Church,
meaning by that, we understand, the Established
Church of Scotland. Our reports respecting her
have " generally been one-sided, and we have seldoin
a good word to say for her.” We admit, it may be,
that, having spent over fifty years from early boy-
huod wholly in Canada, in close connection not only
with a non-established church, but with churches
which have broken off from the Church of Scotland,
although not consciously under the influence of any
prejudice whatever against her, we may unwittingly
wound the susceptibilities, which we would not wil-
lingly wound, of those whu have early, long-cherish-
ed and dear associations in conuection with that
historic branch of the Presbyterian church. We wil-
lingly grant that she has done much to give Scot-
land and Scotchmen that, in some respects, unique
character which they bear and that powerful influ-
ence which they exert the world over.

But worse ! “In a late issue we rail against some
of the reformations being made in the churches and
services in Scotland.” Further on reference is made
to St. Cuthbests, as if something in connection with
it were specially alluded to. Some time ago we gave
from Britishexchangesaccountsoftheopen. ngservices

at St. Cuthberts, of their stately pomp and cermonial, |

and guoted some opinions not favorable to 8o much

ceremony, and charging them with being an aping }:
of Episcopacy. We gave these simply as found in 3
: If doing this isto rail at these -

our exchanges.
things we may be blamed with it. No one, however,
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