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tothe blacksmnith; what wood is to the carpenter. He must always be
found working at it, working in it, working with it. It must be ta hlm what
the text-book is ta the scholar, what the guide-book is ta the traveller, what

the compass is to the mariner. It is flot "lan able commentary " on it that
he requires, but the Bock itseIl If to knowv God is out abject, let us take
up His Book. If I want to know Longfellow and catch bis spirrt, I wili

read and study bis writings ; live amongst his poems ; think over again the
thoughts that passed through bis mind. If I really wish ta know God, His
word will become the mari of my counsels; I will f111 my mind with the

IlThus saitb the Lord's " until I live over again the thougbts that were bomn
in the mind af Jchovab Himself. IlThis is the covenant that I wilI make
with tbem after these days, saith the Lord, I will put nq laws in 1k/r kearts,
and in 1k/r minds will I write tbcm." * God's laws in aur bearts, and
ebedience wiII become our natural attitude; God's laws in our minds, and
ta be "4s.PiriAvally rninded"' wbich is "life and peace," will become aur

common experience Then truly niay we be said to "«have the mind cf

Christ." » If more tinie were spent by ail Christians, includîng ministers

and students, on the simple WVord cf God itself, without any special aid cf

comimentary, except for passages, about which we are in perplexity, the

standard of Christian thougbt and hie, and of pulpit discaurses, would be

very greatly elevated. It is the Wod /5e/fthat is commended by God-not

sortie able treatise an it. The tendency ta follow expositions cf the Bible,
with its consequent-traditionalisni, was the fundamental errer of the

Pharisee in Christ's day, as it is ai the Romish Church in aur day. The

practice, under different fanms, was often severely riebuked by the Saviour.

"Had ye believed Moses ye would bave believed nie for lie wrote cf nie." I

"Laying aside the commiandment cf Gad, ye hold the tradition cf men
** making the word of God of none effect through yaur tradition,

which ye bave delivered." ' The sin candemned in these and similar pass-

ages, it seems ta me, vas the sin of ot'erlooking the plain teacliing qf &ripîure

ini a desire ta follow the expositions of somne presumably authoritative Rabbi.

If the Bible said ane thing, and Rabbi So.nd-So maintained that such

another thing was meant, the Divine statement vas discarded, and the humnan

implicity acceptcd. Thus, as the years passed, the current preaching con-
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