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Macdonnell in 1959. John Holmes left the Department of External Affairs at the end 
of the year. At the Cabinet level, George Hees replaced Gordon Churchill as Minister 
of Trade and Commerce, while Douglas Harkness took up the post of Minister of 
National Defence in place of George Pearkes. Both these appointments were made in 
October 1960. Ellen Fairclough and Donald Fleming retained their portfolios as 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration and Minister of Finance.

Documents in this volume were selected primarily from the records of the 
Department of External Affairs and the personal files of Prime Minister Diefenbaker, 
held at the Diefenbaker Canada Centre in Saskatoon. Additional documents were 
chosen from the files of the Privy Council Office, the Department of Finance, the 
Department of Trade and Commerce, and the Department of Citizenship and 
Immigration, as well as from the private papers of Cabinet ministers and senior 
government officials. In preparing the volume, researchers were given unrestricted 
access to the files of the Department of External Affairs and generous access to other 
collections. A complete list of the archival sources consulted to prepare this volume 
is found on page xxix.

The selection of documents for Volume 27 has been guided by the general 
principles outlined in the Introduction to Volume 7 (pp. ix-xi), as amended in the 
Introduction to Volume 20 (p. xxiii). The series continues to attempt to provide a 
self-contained record of the major foreign policy decisions taken by the Government 
of Canada, by concentrating on Canada’s most important bilateral and multilateral 
relationships and on the major international issues that directly involved Cabinet 
members and senior bureaucrats in substantive policy decisions. Some passages and 
names have been omitted in accordance with the provisions of the Access to 
Information Act and the Privacy Act. These deletions are indicated in the documents.

The editorial apparatus employed in this volume remains identical to that 
described in the Introduction to Volume 9 (p. xix). A dagger (t) indicates a document 
that is not printed. Editorial excisions are shown by an ellipsis (...). The phrase “group 
corrupt” indicates decryption problems in the transmission of the original telegram. 
Words and passages that were struck out by the author, marginal notes, and 
distribution lists are reproduced as footnotes only when important. Unless otherwise 
indicated, it is assumed that documents have been read by the intended recipient. 
Proper and place names are standardized. The editor has silently corrected spelling, 
capitalization, and punctuation. All other editorial additions to the documents are 
indicated by the use of square brackets. Documents are reprinted in either English or 
French, depending on their original language.

In carrying out the research for this volume, I had the able assistance of Jennifer 
Anderson, Alexandra Clark, Dr. John Clearwater, Virginia Miller, and Dr. Jeff 
Noakes. Dr. Michael Stevenson did a substantial part of the editorial work for 
Chapter III, and prepared the index. As always, staff at Library and Archives Canada 
gave invaluable help and advice, as did Rob Paul at the Diefenbaker Centre. Ciuineas 
Boyle and Herb Barrett facilitated access to Privy Council Office records. Aline 
Gélineau typed and formatted the manuscript with her usual efficiency and attention
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