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These newspapers advocate: |,
-British connection

~ Honesty in public life

Measures for the material

progress and moral advance-
ment of our great Dominion {

. No graft! E
No deals!

T
' needs some sort of a railway scheme. If ! and reasonable terms. The bye-law will
i one fails, ariother must be substituted, in | cmpower the city to proceed to the ex-
theory at least. It is not necessary, in | treme measure of duplicating the distribu-
the Pugsley philosophy, to build any rail-| ting plant of the Toronto Electric Light
roads, but it is well to promise a few.: Company. While the good sense of all
Once it became necessary to admit that ! concerned can be depended upon to avert
MacKenzie & Mann would not -open up |the necessity of any such wasteful folly,
the Valley territory even for the usual;it is mnecessary that the city should have
’subsidies and a bond guarantee of $15,000 | power to proceed to extreme measures if
i a mile, the public began to look askance | forced to so unfortunate a course. . . .
f at the Valley scheme. For while the need | Cheap power is a matter of vital moment
i for a Valley road is admitted on all sides, | to the whole community. Without it in-
few are ready tp admit that it should be | dustrial expansion would be impossible.
constructed by public funds and turned | Industries would be forced to choose more
over to a corporation: favored municipalities. Toronto cannot
The suggestion that the Dominion gov-|afford to relinquish the advantage of in-
ernment may be persuaded to add the | dustrial proximity to Niagara. With the
Valley road to the Grand Trunk Pacific | bye-law adopted as an intimation of earn-
gift enterprise recalls the issues of the | estness of purpose, we will be able to
last federal election here, chief among; make agreements fair to all parties, and
which was St. John’s position under thé | to secure for all time the benefits of na-
G. T. P. scheme which finally was jammed | ture’s bounty in providing a perpetual
thrqugh Parliament in the face of Hon. A. | source of power.”
G. Blair’s objections. Mr. Blair contend~; The Toronto Electric Light Company
ed that any transcontinental line coming ' must mow make terms which the consum-
east of Quebec should reach tidewater at| ers are willing to accept as reasonable, or
St. John, the logical winter freight port | the city will apply the remedy. The mon-
of the country. Aside from the St. John ! opoly no longer exists. The citizens have
valley’s need for a railroad—a need too | delivered themselves from its hands. The
long ignored—talk of a Grand Trunk | lesson should be of value in St. John

(" THE DAILY TELEGRAPH )

| assertion that a road aimed at Moncton&'for example, the city permits -the local
{ would carry freight far beyond this port, | company to distribute wretched gas at an
i which is the natural objective if sound | exorbitant price. Appeal has been made

! than ever nebulous, and it proposes noth-

Pacific branch down the St.. John riveri which encourages a company that controls
suggests a tardy recognition of Mr. Blair’s light, heat, and power. At the moment,

transportation rules govern construction.|to the Board of Health. The aldermen
St. John affords the short railroad haul!are apparently as helpless in this matter
to and from the West. Any plan which | as if the Street Railway had pumped
ignores this advantage represents the arti-| enough stifling gas into City Hall to ren-
ficial and the political in trahsportation‘ der the Council speechless. Toronto has;
rather than the sound commercial prin-| 75-cent gas, not because a kind hearted |
ciple. The Minister of Public Works | company willingly reduced thg price but
has ‘always insisted that the Central rail- | because the people were wide awake and
way was to rescue St. John from the in- ) independent enough to demand fair play.
justice done this city by the Moncton | When that happens the monopoly always |
line, but that plan, always doubtful and |

sees -the point and makes the necessary |
of a makeshift character, is now more ; overtures.

MR. FLEMMING’S CHALLENGE

We print on anether page this morn-

ing for the Valley counties.
The chances are that behind the vague

it will be the fault of the people  them-
selves if they do not reach the highest
pinnacle of nationhood and make Canada
a country worthy of the lineage and of its
potentialities.”

KOTE AND COMMENT

All the Hon. C. W. Robinson has to do

is to say when. The sooner the better.
* *

Many will keenly regret the death of
Mr. W. 8. Barker, and few will be dis-

ally both brave and cheerful, but
physical suffering broke him down.

affair is one of extreme sadness.
* - -

The Liberals of Nova Scotia have de-
cided to contest the election of Mr. Btan-
field in the House of Commons for Col-
chester. The circumstances will recall to
the public mind that there is a three-year-
old petition against Messrs. Roche and
Carney, Liberal members for Halifax, yet
to be tried.—Montreal Gazette.

* * L 3

long
The

Possibly Hon. Mr. Farris envies Mr.
Barnes that freedom from political danger
and responsibility which the Kent states-
man now enjoys. It begins to look like a
case of “save himself who can” in the
government ranks, but one would suppose
the officers at least would stand firm. Of
course they know better than the rank
and file how despﬁrate Ehe case is.

*

Mayor Sears  exchanged seasonable
wishes with Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the
Minister of Public Works. The messages
are printed in another column. Some will
be disposed to ask whether the gentlemen
at the Ottawa end of the wire did not
exercise more restraint than the occasion
demanded. The Premier’s curt “Same to
yourself” can scarcely be interpreted as
promising-—er—well, say the post office.

ROCHETTE HAS

posed to judge him. The man was natur- |

“The Thistle, Shamrock, Rose entwine,
LTlelhpchfomer." -

T R

—

A HAPPY NEW YEAR
Bince our world believes itself bent upon
the pursuit of happiness, the cheery if
thoughtless custom of this day is to go|

i R

R

‘about giving and receiving wishes for a|

|
happy New Year. Since there are many |
definitions of happiness it may be sup-,

reports nmow in circulation there is a fine
election scheme, perhaps coupled with a

proposal that the public treasury shall be !

opened once more for the benefit of con-
tractors and friends who are in favor with
the administration.

THE UNREASONABLE MR. PUGSLEY

Discussing Dr. Pugsley’s frequent pro-
fessions of knowledge about Conservative
wickedness in 1904, and contrasting these
professions with his conspicuous failure to
make his charges in Parliament, the Mont-
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ed that one’s wishes for the happiness! :
g b .y | 1 Star well brings out the inconsistency

of another refer to the particular kind of | ™2 j
happiness the recipient would desire. That| of the unreasonable minister.
in itself is awkward. If wishes alone were! ‘““Mr. Pugsley,” says the Star, “profes.ses_}
mork than words in most cases, the uni- to have some knowledge of wrong-domgi
versa] exchange of greetings would indicate| o2 the part of his opponents. He pro- |
a universal plunge into unselfishness and fesses to know the-exact details and the
mutual helpfulness. Then comes January dames of the guilty partie.s: He boasts
9, on which the world stops wishing and of this knowledge on political platform
begins againwhat it supposes to be the| after pohtwn.l ‘platfc')rm. H.e hints at it,
pursuit of happiness. The pursuit as we shows tantalizing bits of it, professes to
see it involves much that is foreign to | be shocked at what he himself is conceal- |
the kindly spirit of January 1: We are’ ing, and generally acts like the sly villain |
content to give our neighbor a wish, too in a’ch?ap {“ﬁbdﬁma who w‘l‘l reveal tmf
often empty; but the effort which would' h":’s P“]:_ !ftthe tfloes tm’zh f“:e il
. : | and cease his attentions to the heroine.
{ender the. W.H}'] - \{alue = exx{end m{ “Yet Mr. Pugsley hinges the revelation
our own individual interest, saying we ey e :
are pursuing happiness in our own way. of this political erime, of which he has
Bo it Jesit it was with mhost of the knowledge, upon Mr. Borden’s asking for

h family during 1907. Now we come it. He tells us that Mr. Borden and his

£

to a new stretch of undiscovered country
—1908—and this year, no doubt, we are all
going to keep the record clear. That is
the common attitude as the page is turned.

party will suffer by the revelation.’ He
leads us to infer that Mr. Borden it no
such zealot for political purity as he tries
to pretend. And then he says that he
himself will not make his charges and

ing a brief but pointed letter from Mr.
J. K. Flemming, M. P. P., in which he
challenges Premier Robinson to meet him
on the public platform in St.. John and|
discuss provincial finances. Mr. F'lemming;

should hear from Mr. Robinson today.fOuebec Wife Murderer Sus-

The Premier cannot with credit decline| .

the debate Mr. Flemming proposes. He pGCt ArreSted at Chlcago
Declares His Innocence

should accept with alacrity.

 NOT CONFESSED

The government issued a financial state-
ment, studiously involved, but purporting!
to show a emall surplus. Mr. Flemming,| Montreal, Dec. 31—Chief Detective Me-
after an analysis of the government’s fig-| Caskill, of this province, arrived here this

ures, asserted that instead of a surplus: evening from Chicago, bringing with him
there is a deficit of some hundreds of
thousands of dollars. Hon. Mr. Robin-|
son, upon reading Mr. Flemming’s moder-|
ate criticism, proeceeded to bluster and to
hurl adjectives. He charged the Car]etonf
representative with reckless misrepresen-|
tation. But he did not satisfactorily an-:
swer Mr. Flemming’s charges. : ‘

That the public may hear both sides |
and judge who is right, Mr. Flemming
invites Hon. Mr. Robinson to meet him|
in debate in this city and thresh the mat-/
ter out man fashion. This is manifestly
fair, and it promises to produce the ac-
curate and decisive information about
provincial finances to which the . people
are entitled, and which they -certainly
did not get in the statement which the |
government issued. No good purpose is
to be served by these gentlemen standing |
far apart and exchanging contradictions
day after day. Mr. Flemming proposes,
that they get together and submit their)
arguments to that best and highest of

, man had made

.. we would make all speed without know-/
the mountain country. This spells hurry!
rather than speed, and certain]).' rather |

i than progress.

§

There is a sense of satisfaction to most
that, after all, we have come so far, and
/that the gold of life and opportunity is!
'still not exhausted. 'This last was a long|
ior a short year, a meaningless or a signifi- |

| this man, whose zeal for purity is a pre- |

tribunals, the public. The Premier must

accept the challenge or be set down as
i

tence, consents to suffer for purity’s sake | lacking the courage to make a public de-'

bring the guilty parties to justice, unless

| by deliberately calling down on his own:fence of the financial statement which|

head these frightful Pugsley revelations. ' has been riddled by criticism but which he!

_if we find it. i

‘cant one, according to individual exper-
lence. That it is gone is of little importance
except ae it impresses upon us.the value

?:n:th:xf fm:\dlpe.rin.d l:?:"touioofm:h:‘ ment, punishment .will not be administer-!
or it is giv Ced” ‘|
lmaw, st pricelfass e s G it have‘: Both Mr. Borden and Mr. Kemp chal-
b y.et o fpen 1t no. W & s fmp ef"=1¢arxg<ad Mr. Pugsley in Parliament. Mr
1fectxons._ 0 e i e Pugsley, who had seemed to be clamoring
* hppl:;:i o v;'e :‘ni * ::ddfoll‘l)ggv el for a chance to say something dreadful,
or lack of metho may : ; . :

:::: :‘ meux; nothing, or worse.’ So muchf e Mt
in a hurry are more than half of us,-so.
eager after bread and butter, and s0 care-
|less of the philosophers, we drive the old
\familiar pace “like people believing true . :
“uppineu to be something we shall some- law, which was the great issue, was car-

“how, somewhere, in a fortunate hour,' ried by an overwhelming majority, Mr.
i . . .

stun;ble across or buy over the counter. | Oliver, who is a prominent merchant andi

who has been an alderman, ran as an in-

‘Seeking it thus it will be strange indeed
s il . ' dependent. There were three

candidates and one Socialist. These five |
candidates all favored the power bye-law.l

so the decision as to the mayoralty itivlfi

martyr, the policeman will not do his |

A VICTORY FOR THE PEOPLE

Toronto Wednesday, and the power byc~;

There is a half careless, half unconscious,i
belief that, as we ring the old year out, we|
:::erw:tt: S 10 e end}:hat - ma;. had really little to do with that. Ald.!
s T e s i sie | Geary and Dr. Beattie Nesbitt split the

- 'hl-dl s w0 t};it,“vetef Conservative vote, whereas had either been
s i i s reaetn .eﬁ and-i able to hold it he would have been elected.
Io‘b”’. T wot;ld c;nf:tlude i \\;;gm;;e‘ The circumstances favored independent
] - | that civic politics is not controlled by
- m. B0 e | Beny = Tk Bek and wi federal party lines. The city has had a
”;":;m: "ﬁd‘::’f :0:1):";? :Ji ‘i Sve¥ | Liberal for Mayor, and before him a Con-
of the trave ¥ . Medi-|

tation is become unfashionable. The;
crowd feels, in the modern phrase, that!
it ean't afford meditation. Therefore “’, the power bye-law by a vote of three to
SANGn S o Ttk OB t0lo i siew Year| he. This means cheaper power for in-
M Wit si Hnimown counery Across W}HCM dustrial and domvsiic purposges. The vote
| shows, too, that once the people become
iog the roads, the fords, the bridges and: interested in and educated in regard to
{an issue of this sort they  will attend‘
eharply to their own interests. The To- |
| ronto Globe, in explaining the power
The world and its great family were! question said, the other day:
never so wonderful as now, and in the

servative.
The significance of the contest from St.
John’s standpoint is in the adoption of

|
i
“The passing of the power byelaw is!

this year may be the most wonderful and| ¢, ghtain their share of the advantages |

\‘nhle of all-—_-_if, we but give it the! .opferred by the proximity of the Fa]ls.!
\ance. -

5T. JOHN AND THE RAILWAYS
Tw purpose of Dr. Pugsley’s recent in- i vanishing point. If the bye-law is defeat-

tervisys with the Minister of Railways ! ed and the city is thus rendered unnblclth(‘ people of this Dominion a pride in jdts
and wih Messrs. Hayes and Wainwright | to take aggressive action, there will be no | possibilities and a confidence in its future.

duty. Unless the accused asks for punish- | inson.

| quoted widely in the newspapems of sev-|
;’eral provinces,
| breadth of view and the true Canadian

i note they express.
Mr. Joseph Oliver was elected Mayor of | part:

| great provinces, each endowed with the
. resources of an empire, across far spread-

i crowned with the snows of cternity, fly! : ¢ :
' not successful in getting his daughter in|

Conservative the messages of peace and good will from
| a place of safety.

i based on material wealth alone.”

main never so admirable. For all we know | necessary to enable the people of Toronto | €age the Ottawa Free Press (Lib.) says:

That is, unless the hypocrite becomes a | still describes as defensible. i

The stage waits for the Hon. Mr. Rob-|
‘What is he going to do about it?‘

GOOD WORDS

At the request of the Victoria Colonist |

‘| Mr. R. L. Borden sent to that journal al

IR
|

{ Christmas message.

His words are being"

and many praise the

Mr. Borden wrote in

“From the Atlantic to the Pacific, across

ing prairies and through giant mountains,

kinsman to kinsman, from family to fam-'
ily, from friend to friend at this Christmas !
tide. ‘

“Our country bounds two oceans, but let
the seagon remind us that, by the tradi-

| tions of the past and the hopes of the|

future, in sentiment and aspiration in all
that shall serve to uplift our national life
and develop our national resources, there
must be no East or West, but one united ,
Canada; and let that Canada be inspired |
by a spirit of high resolve, of carnest and;
patriotic endeavor, of general omulation;
which shall find her the place that is hcri
due among the great Dominions of the|
Empire and among the nations of the!
earth.

“If there has been
check to our national prosperity, this may |
bid us remember that the spirit of the:
market-place should not be dominant and |

{
some temporary |
|

| that national greatness cannot be firmly ™

In commenting upon the foregoing mes- |

“However much one may differ with the |
political policy of the Conservative party, |

| Without this defensive measure we would | no one can deny that its leader is animated
| bave no protection against the excessive by a broad spirit of national sentiment,
.| charges which reduce the benefits to the and that he is as determined as is Sir

Wilfrid Laurier himself to inculcate into |

of the trand Trunk Pacific, no doubt will chance of reducing the.price of electric| Mr. Bordzn has manifested this spirit upon

| a result of going through the ice on the

| for help.

| with the aid of planks and rope succeeded

be madeclear presently. At the moment |
2 this activgy is variously interpreted, but |
. | back of it, of course, is the need for cam--
’!paign matern]. Having promised to throw
a federal rope to the local government be- |
fore it finally risks an appeal to the |

energy below the competitive level e:s'tul)-;’ many an occasion, but never in better,
lished by the use of coal. { terms than in the message which he sent |

“Without the bye-law the city would 1 to the people of British Columbia through !
be helpless in dealing with a (-om]mny{ the \'ictdl'i:x Colonist. When the leaders
whose business<is in nature monopolistic,  of the political parties of Canada are ani-
With the byelaw the city will be in a| matad by such patriotic ideals as are the

Omar Rqchette, accused of poisoning his;
wife at Quebec, and Filon Marceau, the|
girl he married three days after the death
of his wife. The pair will be taken to
Quebec tomorrow, where Rochette will be
charged with murder.

Chief McCaskill denies the published
stories that Rochette had confessed the
murder, saying that neither man nor wo-
any statement at all.
Rochette had waived extradition, declar-|
ing that he would Be glad of a chance to
go home and clear himself. Some effort
was made by Rochette’s friends to start
delay by means of habeas corpus pro-
ceedings, but the Chiecago police aided
McCaskill in keeping the pair in a quiet
sub-station near the depot so that they
were got away without difficulty.

Rochette and his wife were apparently
exhausted after the long journey and re-
fused to say anything to the detectives
here.

STRUGGLE FOR LIE I
LOCHLOMOND WATERS

Martin Dolan and His Two Children
Have a Close Call.

A triple drowning accident was narrow-
ly averted Tuesday at Golden Grove,
when Martin Dolan and his daughter and
son, aged respectively 13 and 10 years old,
came very near meeting a watery grave, as

Jake. Mr. Dolan lives close to Lake Lo-
mond and on Tuesday his daughter, Maria,

OVER 14,000 HUNTERS

;Cypher’s PoultryA FOods.

IN MAINE WOODS
LAST SEASON

Total Receipts for Licenses and Fines
| $40,000— Thousands of Deer

EOyster Shells,
Crystal Grit,

¢ Killed lilegally,

Augueta, Me., Dec, 31—The annual re-
port of the commissioners of inland fish-
eries and game, which was filed with the

Market

Mann’s Green Bone Cutters.

Write for catalogue and prices to '’

W. H. THORNE & CO., Ltd.

‘Square, St. John, N. B.

governor and council today, shows that|
during the past year 1,983 residents and 25/
non-residents were registered as guides,‘;
guiding 14,085 different persons and being |
employed 84,378 days. Licenses were is-
sued to 223 to hunt and trap the fur bear-
ing animals on the wild lands of the state.
Licenses were issued to 131 persons, or co-

' THE TELEGRAPH’S
LONDON LETTER

1

partnerships, to keep places of resort for
fishermen or hunters. They report that!
they have entertained 13,000 different |
guests, consuming 390 deer, purchasing 104
of this number. One hundred and ten

Picturesque Yuletide in Modern .

.

in- British and Colonial Folltic;—; A New Year's
Greeting.

Babylon — Some Quips and Jars

J

&

have been licensed to purcinuse deerskins.
They report that they have purchased 4,-
884 skins, a falling off from last year of
about 3,000 ekins. Thirty-nine market men

have been licensed to retail deer meat,who| London, Dec. 20—Christmas time
report that they have sold 234 deer to!

(Special Correspondence of The
Telegraph.)
in

L Ll i L t0| London! Waits singing ot an evening at:
eir local eusto . Licenses were is-| oo
sued to 358 non-residents to hunt after Oc-} SS500C  comuere ,in large groups, o sl
tober 1. Ninety of these paid $10 ndd"-'ly on one's doorstep—occasionally
tional after October 1 and were issued li- | through the keyhole. Streets almost im-
censes to e}(1iunt aft;:s th(z;t(.i 't'im.:.l Licenses| passable by reason of crowds. Shop win-
were issued to 1, additional non-resi- IR .
dents to hunt after October 1. This is a i trlum'p]:mntly METS Fhas even the-)
falling off of 45 from last year. They Present b“l}f'mt fas.h.mns have not ex
total receipts from licenses and fines are| hausted their capability of gorgeousness.
a little over $40,000. Street hawkers shouting in one’s ear to
The commissioners state that the carry-| cal] attention to their merchandize of “un-
ing of firearms into the woods in close! considered. tyifles” Ouch stones beautd
season by campers, tourists, workmen in | it
the woods, fishermen and others is a proli- | fied here and there by mounds of roses,
fic source of slaughter of deer in close sea-| narcissi, and chrysanthemums. Butcher
son, and fromhthe kl;eat %vgéloﬂ:lle sollllrce! shops almost hidden from view behind
they estimate that about 15, eer have ; .
been killed this year legally and illegally.’ e sy tux:key, .pl;e'as-
Of the fishing interests the report says: | 20tS, geese and hares. Urel}ms grinning
“The good results from planting fish from | under springs of mistletoe which they have
the hatcheries are plainly evident in moljei placed in their caps, and pantomime post-
than a thousand streams, Only in this| grg gplashing every hoarding and dead wall
way can a supply of fish be kept in our' with “brilliant colors. . ‘
waters. The number of people who fish.  And the holly berries are bold and red
is constantly increasing, not only of resi-| a5 they gleam from their ambush of polish-
dents of the state but of non-_nesidents,!ed leaves—dark green, ivory white  or
who come here to epend a vacation. The, varijegated. Their ruddy beauty is very be-
cost does not seem to count for much’ coming to this grey atmosphere and it
among the great majority of these people,| flashes everywhere—in carts which rattle
provided that they can catch fish. We are | through the streets laden with their high
convinced that for every dollar that the| piled branches, in prim wreaths that de-
state expends in restocking its lakes,ponds | corate shops and houses, on tall holly
and streams, many fold is returned to the| trees in the parks and on bushes in pri-
people of the state in ome way and an-| vate gardens, where they find a rival to

other by those who come here from other| their brilliancy in robin redbreast who
states, and -the profits to the people of the hops fussily over the still green Tawns,
state on account of the fish hatcheries are | feasting royally on the crumbs which his
very large. 1 admirers never forget to scatter.
And to all this the weather lends a back-
THE LAND UF FIRE

! ground of infinite variety. There is rain

1 in plenty—enough to cover some of the
i fields in the outskirts with several inches
nd High Thinking | of water, and there is also sunshine—

s Li\;ifntgl'leal oalfngders . | whole days of it sparkling and glowing—
: ! and, of course, there is fog. I am rather

| diffident about mentioning the sunshine—
(National Geographical Magazine.) | nothing but the demand of inexorable
Tceland is, as William Morris said, “thef truth compels me to do so, for I fear that
Greece of the North.” It produced in the I shall be suspected of being “out” in |

twelfth and thirteenth centuries a litera-| My local color, “Pd I hate to destroy a !
ture unparalleled after Rome before the Popular ideal. Everybody knows that |
golden age of England and France, in| there is only one climate for London at
character drawing, in passionate dramatic' Christmas and that is fog. No well con-
power, in severe, noble simplicity, in grim ducted author ever places the scene of his
humor. All the characters of the SagasiStory in this city at this season without
live and move today. /Every hill and head-| enveloping his characters in the murkiest
land: and valley in the island is full of | Mist obtainable in a place famed for its

| manufacture of mists. Small wonder that

their presence. The Icelander of today! . 7 .
Jnows them by heart. It is as it every! the world pictures the Englishman taking

own words. It has kept the national times
alive through evil times. It has preserved

Englishman, from pauper to king, knew,
Shakespeare’s historical plays and could,
re-tell them more or less in his or her,

i his pleasures sadly in the saddest of all
atmospheres. It is my business, however,
to record facts, so, however much it may
do violence to preconceived ideas, I must
insist, however reluctantly, that our fog
programme has this year been varied by

the language almost untouched by time[
and foreign intercourse. !
Nowhere is the contrast between man| S 7
and his surroundings so glaring as in Ice-| 1 suppose it is superfluous to inform
land. Buried in snow and darkness, de- tWentieth-century readers that oyr mod-
prived of every comfort, living on rancid ©rn London Christmas is as little like the

v| season described by Dickens as it is like

several glorious days.

butter and dried fish, drinking sour whey|

and milk, dressed like his servant, seek-|
ing in a little boat his food, yet a cul-;
tured mind, possessing an intimate know-
ledge not only of the history of his own|
country, but of Greece and Rome; a poet!
fond of throwing off eatire, intellectually:
and morally the equal of his European
guest, considering himself your equal andI

aged 13, and son Arthur, aged 10, went
for a skate on the big pond. After ska!-|
ing about for some time, when near the;

! middle of the lake they broke through|

the ice and were precipitated into the cold|

waters.
The father, who was watching them,|

i rushed to their assistance. Nearing the!

opening Mr. Dolan crawled out on the)
edge of the ice and in an endeavor to!

i reach his struggling children he, too, was|

thrown into the opening.
Mr. Dolan at length was enabled to lift|

!

his son, Arthur, on the ice, but he was |
Holding her in his!
arms he kept himself afloat and held onto
the ice, at the same time calling loudly

John McGuire, passing, heard him and

in getting father and daughter to safety.

Both were badly chilled, and Mr. Dolan
was nearly exhausted, as he had been in|
the water for about twenty minutes. No-
thing serious, however, is expected to re-
cult from the dreadful experience.

SECOND OFFICER
BLAMED FOR LOSS OF
STH MOUNT TEMPLE

Halifax, N. 8., Jan. 2—(Special)—Com-
issioner Wallace has filed his decision inj|
the case of the steamship Mount Temple, |
stranded on Iron Bound Rock. '

He held the investigation on instructions|

| from Ottawa.

The second officer is pronounced “gross-|
ly culpable” for his conduct and on him
is placed the responsibility for the loss of |
the steamer in not having called Captain !
Boothby, as he should have done, and for|
other negligence. 1
Captain Boothby is mildly censured for|
not having taken more soundings, though |
they may not have been obligatory, but !

! he is praised for the discipline on board:

his ship after the casualty. The commis-|
sion practically express regret that they,
{

officer’s certificate. =
In the case of the steamship Kildona,
lost at Brazil Rock, Cape Sable, the decis-
ion of the commissioner and nautical as-
sexcors, - completely exonerated the cap-
tain and officers of the Kildona of all

/

had not the power to suspend the second‘

untry, the Minister of Public Works position to secure light and power on fﬂh‘l Premier and the leader .of the Opposition,’ blame,

refusing to be ordered about by a rich
Englishman, owner of several square miles|
of land and hundreds of sheep, with a|
pedigree going further back than that of
his visitor; a jack of all t-ades, a black-
smith in his smithy, boat builder and car-
penter, an artist in filigree work, a carv-
er in wood, an eager reader in books, he
has universal education up to a degree to
which it is useful for a man.

There are no schools in Iceland, yet!
every child at 12 can read, according to
the parish statistics. In no country :m
Europe are so many books printed and
sold, in proportion to the population. A
population of only 76,000, scattered in
many hamlets,has twelve printing presses,
the earliest being established as far back

| Wassail bowl,
! papers make so much. Everybody is not
i brimming over with good will, hilarity and

the Christmas of the Yule-log and the
of which the illustrated

eager anticipation of the holiday. In a
generation like this, which allows itself
plenty of holidays, this one great festival
has not the same importance which it had
in the days when people worked with
fewer intervals for rest and refreshment.
Most of the faces one sees wear a pre-oc-
cupied look—a few are stamped with
WOTTY.

Yet the season is a merry one in Lon-
don nevertheless. It is the season when
the fairies come to town—and they are
more than ever in evidence this year.
Quite an imposing array of theatres have
dropped their tragedies and problem plays
in favor of pantomime, and Drury Lane—
the leading house for that particular form
of entertainment—is presenting no less
than three nursery legends rolled into
one under the title of ‘“The Babes in the
Wood.”

“Peter Pan,” too, is again on the boards

as 1536; about 100 books annually, four
teen newspapers and eight periodicals are!
produced to satisfy the literary needs of |
this little nation.

Yet this literary people still live in a'j
pastoral and Homeric civilization, which '
18 a modern lesson of the healthfulness oi’
human life lived in close contact with the
free, wild life of nature, such as would
have delighted the heart of Rousseau or
Thoreau. As a proof that this life is,
nealthy I give the example of a clergyman
who died four years ago 113 years old,
having managed to live all his days
healthy and happy on £30 ($150) a year,
the average stipend in the Iceland church.'

The sheep yield food and clothing. Their
wool is pulled off in the spring, carded,
spun, woven in hand looms, and worn
undyed. You make shoes of their skin'

and spoons of the horns. Every oppor-|
tunity is seized for the telling of stories'
Only the milk!
ewes are kept at home in the summer to|
be milked; the rest of the sheep are gath-|
ered in from the mountains in autumn, |
the !

and reciting of poems.

notice being given at church from
pulpit.
The autumn gatherings, with people &it-!

ting on the walls of the stone enclosurc!

telling stories, are quite Homeric. The

winter evenings are spent with each mem-|

ber of the family busy on their knees
shaving the wool off sheep skins, making
ropes and nets of hair; the women using

I spindle and distaff, embroidering, etc., af-

ford a still better opportunity for stories
and puns.

RAPID PROGRESS,

(Winnipeg Tribunal).

A bride for the fourth time at the age of
{ eighteen years, is the remarkable record of a
young woman living near Winnipeg. She is
| the daughter of a former Nebraska rancher,
;and was married the first time when scarcely
| fifteen years of age. Her first and third hus-
i bands died suddenly and the seoefd deserted
" her. _Her present husband is Robert J. Hor-
| ton, a young farmer. Mrs. Horton is a pretty
and attractive woman. She has ng childses,

of the Duke of York’s. It has been put
on every winter since it was first produc-
ed, and this is its fourth year. As it is
always greeted by a crowded house, it may
be said to have been definitely accepted
by the London public as a perennial and |
dearly loved classic. Ostensibly it was |
written for children; but the grown ups '
insist on claiming their whare in it as
well. On the opening and the closing
nights of each season’s performances the
theatre is generally filled with leading
men having all sorts of interest in life—
members of parliament, prominent judges,
well known business men, celebrities in
art, science and literature, who greet the
various situations with rapturous applause
and enthusiastically call out the various |
members of the caste. |

Nor are the theatres alone devoted to |
fairy lore. At the “Book Shows” held by
the Times, Daily Chronicle and Tribune,
fairy books are the leading feature. And
such fairy books! One wonders what the
imagination of the rising generation will
be like since it is now -assisted by such
marvellous art. There is no doubt about
| it that in this particular branch of illus-|
tration England leads the world. Arthur;
Rackham’s work alone is enough to give:
her pre-eminence. = Merely to turn the!
pages of* Peter Pan and glance at his in-!
| terpretations of the text—at the fairies
 who live in Kensington Gardens and the
| treg-boles transformed into witch-faces—
is enough to convince anyone of that. Bul
even he, according to public opinion,- can-
not adequately illustrate Alice in Wonder-
land. Nobody can but Tenniel.

(Gamages, the great Holborn toy shop,
was recently damaged by a great fire. Yet
there is apparently no dearth of toys in
London. Looking through them one s
struck with the amount of cleverness now
exhibited in the make up of these articles
which are to appeal to the youthful tastes.
| Satire and caricature is a leading feature
! of them. The rag doll=-whigh came in in

the wake of the ‘“Teddy bear” and the

Gollywog, lend themselves readily to
expression. The modern epirit has
decided that it shall express the
grotesque. So we have policemen,
soldiers, sailors, postmen, athletes
{and suffragettes all represented with
the clever and amusing exaggeration

which good cartoonists exhibit in the
treatment of their political antipathies.
Presumably the superior modern child
will appreciate the satire.

For generations the Ludgate Hill ven-
dors of toys have been one of the sights
of London at Christmas time. They came
from the poorest districts and used to
form an impenetrable wall along all the
kerbstones in the vicinity of St. Paul’s.
1t was interesting and amusing and the
favorite source of supply for the little
Londoner’s Christmas stocking, but the
congestion of traffic in this narrow street
endangered the lives of the vendors, so
an order has gone forth frqm police au-
thoritics banishing them from this stand.
Widespread regret was expressed. The
Londoner felt that he would miss them
and it was felt that many of the poor
hawkers who depended on the toy fair for
their winter’s income might have no re:
source but the workhouse. However, they
have now been transferred to High Hol-
born’s wide thoroughfare, and so London
still has her spectacle; the child who ‘s
not too superior gets his stocking filled,
and the hawker earns his bread. But I
fear St. Paul’s feels lonely.

But it must not be supposed that Lon.
don is devoting herself entirely to pretty
fairy fancies and Christmas “notions.”’
She has many interests. The recent floods
have created consternation in some of the
suburbs and made the weather a leading
Fopic. A general election is thought to be
imminent and despite our theoretical de-
votion to peace and goodwill at this sea-
son, the political fight is waged with un-
abated vigour. Then she has_little agita-
tions at times such as “Brown Dog” and
the ‘“Pro-Zulus.”

“Brown Dog” had its ridiculous side.
Three sets of enthusiasts brought undigni-

. nified notoriety upon themselves. First the

Anti-vivisectionists, who erected in Bat-
tersea Park a monument to a brown dog
which, they asserted had been experiment-
ed on for two months. Next the band of
London College students, indignant at this
aspersion upon science, destroyed the
monument, and then the London police—
enthusiasts for -law and order, interfered
in the subsequent demonstration in Tra- .
falgar Square, and when it degenerated .
!ntg a riot arrested the wrong people, and
it is said, handled them roughly. The
question now is—which were the most
foolish?—the anti-vivisectionists, the stu-
dents or the police?

The rumor of a general election arises
whenever people wonder what will happen
if the house of lords rafuses to adopt the
resolution which Sir Henry Campbell-Ban-
nerman is to put inviting them to limit
their activities to merely recording any
measures &ent up by the lower house. Un-
les.s it will agree then to commit legislativa
suicide—then there is only one course for
only by an appeal to the country can the
constitution be changed. The Unionists
are making ready for the fray. They have
recently sent out from London several
large vans, manned with trained speak-
ers, hung about with political mottoes and
furnished with gramaphones charged with
speeches by the Unionists leaders. A cold
way this—in winter weather, to spread the
Unionist propaganda. If zeal can accom-
plish anything they ought to succeed.

Verily with all these jarring interests,
London needs the season of peace and
good will, even.though it is not what it
used to be and though its enjoyment is
only on the surface. It is good even to try
to be kind to each other at least once in
the year, and to assume that merriment
and happiness are within the reach of
most healthy people. It is the fashion to
write of Christmas now as a played out
festival—a season when the well conduct-
ed moralist must needs indulge in -intro-
spection and regrets. Perhaps I owe the
public an apology for neglecting to talk of
my ““memories” and other private mental
processes. But it seems to.me a rather
morbid preparation for the New Year. It
weakens us. just when we need strength
most. For one must have courage strength
and -hope to face |

THE NEW YEAR.

She enters through the gates of Time
The New Year by the nations hailed;
And from our eyes her form is veiled

In mystery—dread and sublime.

What gift for us her hands may hold,
Success or failure, joy or pain,
Death’s calni  perchance?—we

vain;

"Tis hidden ’neath her garments fold.

ask in

We can but in the darkness grope;
Yet golden light about her gleams,
We see her star-crowned, and the beams
Shine with the joyous rays of hope.

So cheered, I write this wish sincere,
The heartfelt greeting which I send
To nearest hearts, to dearest friend,

Aye to the world!“—a Glad New Year.

N.L J.
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