
ENGLAND AND THE UNITED 
STATES CALLED PLUTOCRATS 

OF THE VERY WORST TYPE
Socialists in Chamber of Dep

uties Assail the Two Coun
tries. Accusing Them of 
Desire to Strangle Con

tinental Europe.

BITTER ATTACK
ON THE ALLIES

Speaker Reads for Solidarity 
With Soviet Russia and 
Assails Catholics for Their 
Position in War.

Rome, Wednesday, Dec. 10—IRneola 
was to the fore again today In the 
Chamber of Deputies when the Socia
lists branded England and the United 
States as most plutocratic of all 
abates. Deputy Cleatti, Socialist, de
clared that an Anglo-American combi
nation existed to make Odessa, Dan- 
Big and Flume centers from which to 
reach out and strangle continental 
Europe.

The Socialist Deputy, Professor 
Graeladel, asserted that the war was 
suspended only temporarily. He said 
the Bourgoesie had hoped that life 
would be resumed as before the con
flict, but that the general elections 
had disillusioned them. He declared 
the war had had the effect of awaken
ing the strength of the Socialists of 
•U coi 
against
ttan of temporal power, end because 
they feared the defeat of the Central 
Empires, he said. At (this the Socia
lists applauded, while the Catholics 
ehouted their disapproval.

Addfr-eestng the Catholics, Deputy 
Graeladel declared, "your priests and 
your propagandaists were defeatists." 
All the Catholics rose protesting. 
Graeladel continued, "in fact you 
not at the front.” Deputy Cavazzonl, 
Catholic, shouted, “I was there."

Graeladel then took up the Russian 
situation. “The Entente recruits, ad- 
venturs against Russia and starves 
Russian women and children as it has 
already starved those of Germany," 
he asserted. "We must proclaim our 
solidarity with Soviet Russia." *

Deputy Graziadei urged opposition 
to the Angla-Amerfcan union, recall
ing that for three centuries continent
al Europe had been covered with blood 
for the especial purpose of serving 
England’s policy.

UNIONIST PARTY REACHES MOST 
CRITICAL JUNCTURE WITH THE 

THREATENED LOSS OF ITS LEADER
Impaired Health Makes it Imperative the Prime Minister 

Relinquish Public Life—Colleagues Urging Him to 
Remain Until Parliament Mee'ts That Party Caucus 
May be Held—Problems of Politics and Reconstruction 
Crowding in Upon Cabinet With Ever-Increasing Force 
—Cabinet Reorganization Foremost.un tries. The Catholics were 

the war because of the ques-
Speclal to The Standard 

Ottawa, Dec. 12—The Unionist parry 
has reached a critical juncture In Its 
career. After a life of two years Into 
which It has crowded much of achieve
ment politically, as weU as adminis
tratively, it has at last reached a 
posit!
ed with the loss of Its creator ana 
leader, and this at a time when it is 
Standing at the cross-roads between 
crystalieation into a permanent party 
or disintegration and possible defeat. 
Aifter nine years as Prime Minister 
Sir Robert Borden, there Is reason to 
believe, desires to relinquish pufoMc 
life and there are those who believe 
that before the next session of parlia
ment is over the Unionist party, or 
whatever Is left of it, wild have a new 
leader and Canada a new Premier.

Health Impaired

of Trade and Commerce, makes his 
acceptance of the * post conditional
upon the Government promising that 
Sir George shadl not go to London.
And there the matter stands. 
G«or^e m!ay have a seat In the Sen
ate, or he

filr
where it finds Itself threaten- may become Parliamentary 

Librarian, or he may have the choice 
of a number of other posts of minor 
hut well salaried character, but he 
has set his heart upon London and la 
holding out for the High Commission- 
ershlp or nothing.

But the Department of Trade and 
Commerce Is not Sir Robert's sole 
cabinet worry. Hon. A. L Sifton.

fluin* in as Minister of 
Public since Mr. Oarvell ex-
Ranged that post fortoa more e>xmrë 
and lucrative chairmanship of^ the 
Railway Commission has, It is under- 

The truth la that Sir Robert Bor- ?la resignation into eue
den's health to greatly Impaired and T7v™er® °anda wlth th® request that 
that unable to give to his office thé Jr acted just as rapidly as
attention which these vital days of With him, as with tne
reconstruction demand he Is urging "'J,1™® IT.1?18"*!? 18 a °a8e of impair-
upon his colleagues the necessity of r* nea , Mr- Sifton was not of 
giving up his post. When a few days Physique when he entered the
ago Sir Robert returned from the uovermmont ^ two years of admin- 
South it was thought that his heawn ‘strative work have made it imperat- 
and strength were completely recov- Jve ror “lm 16 seek rest. His loss will 
ered. For a few days indeeu, ne rf gre?“ir taan tlie public suspects, 
showed signs of his old energy ana j;, • a’“0.ll*‘l neither spectacului in 
vigor, turning up at his office early al8 methods nor prominent in parlia-, 
and quitting It late. Bu!t a reaction mentary debates, Mr. Sifton has been 
soon set In. Faced with problems strength in council and has
pressing and difficult, Sir Robert dis- constantly bad the ear of the Prime 
covered that his strength still lert “mister.
much to be desired, and for some time *n6a co™e General Newborn, Mr. 
past he has been suffering greatly uonerty and Mr. Burrell. Générai 
from Insomnia.. The result is easily Newbuin, who has not taken to poli- 
imaginable. With the Prime Minister mcs and to* has been but little of 
unable to give attention, or even rime a Parliamentary success, desires to re- 
to a number of difficult problems, an lurn,to law- and Mr. Burrell, who 
kinds of issues and problems are in htt8 1)6611 a aort of utility man In the 
danger of being permitted to drift cabinet for more than nine years, fill- 
and inaction and stagnation, Inerit- jng first one post and then another, 
able under such a condition, ere “ tired of office and politics and 
threatening to set In. The Premier, wants to end his days with more of 
there Is reason to believe, Is willing the leisure and pleasure of life and 
to retire at anytime, but his col- Mr. Doherty, who is getting on in 
leagues, fearful of the effect which hie years, is likewise anxious 
resignation might have upon the for- and repose, 
tunes of Unionism and the Govern
ment, are urging that he remain until 
the party gets together next eessron 
and decides upon its future course. It 
is likely that their views will prevail 
and that Sir Robert Will remain until 
February brings the session, and wfth 
it a caucus of the party to decide as 
to the future.

Three More Ships 
Are Victims of 

Sweeping Gales
No Further Particulars from 

Honsea, Çhetopa or Merci
an Reported in Distress 
Thursday.

Huliüax, N. 8. Dec. 13—Tonight 
three steamers were added to and 
one subtracted from the long list of 
vessels which have fallen victims .o 
the series of galea now weeping the 
North Atlantic. The three et earners 
added to the Mat are the E. D. Kings
ley en route from Montreal to Halifax 
in ballast, ashore at White Head; the 
West Loftus, which had the disabled 
Davidson County in tow, aleak 
making for the nearest port, and tne 
Sheba, which is calling for assistance 
on a point 330 miles east of Halifiax. 
On the other hand, the United States 
Shipping Board’s tug Bison is report
ed safe at Port Hastings, after hav
ing been given up for lost since Tues
day. No further particulars are avail- 
able regarding the Hornsea, a British 
steamer in distress near Sable ISl-ana, 
with her fires out, the Chetops which 
reports herae/lf os unmanageable ow
ing to & damaged propellor, two hun
dred and fifty miles off Halifax, and 
the Mercian, a Leyland Liner, report
ed to be on fire thirty-five miles south 
of Cape Race.

The American steamer Lake Dale- 
wood, ashore at Pbrt Hood Island, is 
resting easily on a sandy beach with 
eight feet of water at her stern and 
two feet at the bow. She Is not leak
ing, an dit Is the opinion of her mas
ter. Captain O’Brien that, with favor
able weather conditions, she can be 
floated. The wrecking tugs Maggie 
Marshall and the Sarnia City left yes
terday for the scene of the wreck and 
are due to arrive there at noon today. 
The crew are landing by.

The Lake Elmsdale, which was re
ported aground et Blue Oape. la rest- 
!w on a beach and Is not leaking. Cap
tain Clark, her master, advises by 
telegram thatt his prospects for salv
age operations are very favorable. 
She has eight feet of water under her 
■tern. The wrecking tog La Canad
ienne, <yf the Atlantic Salvage Com
pany, left here this morning to start 
salvage operations._________

for quiet

Difficulties Ahead
It to not easy to find suitable men 

to take the places of these ministers. 
More than that It la not easy to elect 
good men after they a 
Tweedle of Calgary 
might be asked to succeed Mr. Sifton 
but for the fact that it is considered 
unsafe to open up such a constituency 
ai this particular time. And the same 
difficulty confronts Sir Robert in the 
case of Messrs. Newiburn and Doherty 
and Burrell. Mr. Stevens of Vancou
ver, would likely be an easy choice to 
succeed the 
McLean of New Brunswick to take tne 
post of (he former. But the danger of 
the by-elections have to be reckoned 
on. And so there Is Inaction and Inde
cision.

Nevertheless re-organlziatlon Is com
ing. It may be delayed until after the 
New Year, and It may await the re
tirement of the Prime Minister, but 
it Is certain as anything can be in 
politics that it Is coming.

The successor to Sir Robert will be 
chosen by the Unionist caucus and It 
Is almost certain to be Hon. Artnur 
Melghen. Probably the most brilliant 
mind to cross the stage of Canadian 
politics within a quarter of a century.

A western man and a progressive, 
the father of railway nationalization 
In Cana aria, he would carry with him 
the sanest elements In the west, while 
oa a Conservative of the Borden 
school, standing for the best and talgn- 
est traditions of Conservatism without 
surrender to reaction or Tortsm, he 
would have the solid backing, not 
only of Conservatives but of a power
ful element of patriotic Liberals &j 
well. But everything, of course, de
pends upon what happens between 
now and the opening of the session.

are selected. Mr. 
for example

Cabinet Problems
problems of both pob- 
struction are crowding 

in upon the Cabinet with ever increas
ing danger and forcé. There is the 
problem of trade. There is the prob
lem of the tariff. There Is the ques
tion of the navy. And tout and most 
difficult of all, there is the problem of 
cabinet reorganization, 
cited question is, so tar as the fate of 
the Government Is concerned, tne 
most vital of aU. Trie Government, 
83 U is at present constituted, re
quires to be demobilized and renewed. 
No one recognizes this more clearly 
than the Prime Minister himself. Kut 
ft is one thing to desire the re-shaping 
of a cabinet and quite another to 
bring tin? reshaping aJxnib The 
of Sir George Foster Illustrates this 
point. Ah a political philosopher look
ing upon the field of government ana 
politics from the summit of forty 
years’ experience, Sir George is very 
excellent and Interesting. As a minis
ter of Trade and Commerce, however, 
he is not quite so excellent. Sir 
George recognizes this. So does the 

Minister. So does Mr. Lloyd

Meanwhile, 
tics and recon

latter and General

The last

Harris. But It Is not a very simple 
matter to remove Sir George Foster 
from the Department of Trade and 
Commerce and to replace him wfth, 
sav Mr. Harris. Sir George, for one 
thing, wants to end hta career as Can
adian High Commissioner In London. 
Beyond question he would make an 
ideal Commissioner in some respects, 
but not in the particular respect 
which the Government has In mind as 
the most important function fhte of
fice should fulfill for Canada at the 
present time, the development of 
trade overseas. Indeed it is said that 
Mr. Harris, who is being urged as Sir 
George’s successor In the Department

HELD FOR TRIAL ON
PERJURY CHARGE

NORWEGIAN MINES
SOLD TO BRITISHWtanlpee. Man.. Dec. 12—Nathan 

Segal and Adolph Friedman, who were 
eon Tic ted during the recent civic elec
tion of having offered to bribe an al- 
dermanic candidate, were committed 
Cor trial today on chargee ot perjury. 
Tlte charge, were tweed on evidence 
siren et the bribery trial

Christiania. Norway, Dee. IS. — The
Norwegian coal mine, hi SpMPbergen
have been sold to a Britteh concern for 
£200,000. The atie wee made eubdect 
to the approval ot the shareholder».

The Cabinet Situation In Spain No
Nearer Satisfactory Solution

Madrid, Deo. 1L—The Cabinet situation se It stood tonight found 
Hits latest development In an effort by Manuel Ail tonde Salazar, Conner 
Foreign Minister, to organise a Cabinet replacing the Toca Ministry. 
Meanwhile, Eduardo Dato, who gave up early In the week on effort to 
form a Ministry, has met suggestions that he again undertake the task 
by" issuing a statement saytog It was impossible for him to form a Gov
ernment without the support of a.large majority of the Cortes. He sold 
that as the chief of the Conservative party, he did not consider Mm self 
called upon to head a temporary Cabinet merely to secure the passage of 
the budget

Canadian and U. S. Union Chiefs
Assemble For Conference At Wash. OF IRISH BILL 

AGAIN HELD UP
Washington, D. €., Dec. 12.—Chiefs of the International Union» of 

Canada and the United States, affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor, began assembling here today for the conference «tiled for to
morrow by the Federation's Executive Committee to dirons» various 
matters affecting union labor. The steel and coal «trikes are expected 
to be among the chief topdes considered, but Federation officials attach 
even greater importance to the tormulBti0n of measures to oppose en
actment of anti-etrlke legislation contained to the Cummin» Raftroad BW1 
now before Congress.

Farmers' organizations have been fovtted to weed representative» to 
tbo conference, but there eeeme eome doubt today as to the number that 
would accept. Several farmers' socieUeg et g^lr annual meetings de
clined to accept, but no word has been heard from several, It -was said 
today at Federation headquarters.

All Former Confident Preai 
Predictions Regarding Pro*- 

pects of Home Rule Bill 
Have Now Been 

Dropped.

TOO WIDE A CAP
BETWEEN MINISTERS

Government Realizes That 
the Proposed Scheme for 
Two Parliaments is Not 
Acceptable to Any Irish 
Faction.

FRIENDS AND OPPONENTS IN U. S. 
OF IRISH REPUBUC APPEAR • 
BEFORE CONGRESSIONAL COMM.

Advocates of Freedom for Ireland, Headed by Justice Co- 
holan of New YoA, Plead for Passage of Bill Recogniz
ing “Republic of Ireland**—Opponents Present Stic 
Arguments Why United States Should Keep Its Hana„ 
off and Not Act in a Manner Embarrassing to England.

Londun, Dec. 15—(By the Associa* 
ed Press)—The announcement in the 
House of Commons yesterday that the 
introduction of the Irish Bill 
have to be postponed, at least for a 
few days,' has caused the 
drop all confident predictions regard- 
ing the prospects of a Home Rule 
measure, the comment now expressing 
general uncertainty. The staunch 
Unionists, especially the Ulstermen.

Ve*..MCeQ lndifferent or opposed to 
the bill as outlined in the press and 
have all along given voice to doubts 
of Its being introduced before Christ
mas, believing the cabinet ministers 
too greatly divided tor 
to be reached.

press is

the Irish, either In Ireland or the 
United States, were united for Irish 
freedom.

Referring to the Casement revolu
tionary movement In Ireland during 
the war, Mr. Lemon .declared lito con
viction that if the Sdnn Fein element 
had been able to establish an inde
pendent nation prior to or early in the 
-war it would have gone on the side ot 
Germany. "And everything that councs 
out of the war," he continued, "indi
cates that there was an understand
ing (between German-Amerlcans and 
Irish-Americans in the United States. 
Not n majority, but many."

Declaring the whole spirit of to
day’s hearing was anti-British, Mr. 
Lemon said the bill before the com
mittee approached the problem from 
th© wrong angle. "If the time has 
come to strike hi this way," he de
clared, “the first thing to do is not to 
send a minister to the Irish Republic, 
but to withdraw your Ambassador from 
the Court of St. James.”

Washington, D. C., Dec. 13.—Advo
cates of freedom for Ireland, headed 
by Justice Cohata®, of the New York 
Supreme Court, appeared before the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee, to
day, to urge passage of a bill by Rep
resentative Mason, Republican. UTlrioia, 
to authorize appointment of diplomatic 
and consular representative» to "the 
Republic of Ireland " In the delegation 
were Frank P. Walsh, of Kansas City; 
Bourke Cochrane, of New York, and 
others who have been active in seek
ing diplomatic recognition for -the 
provisional government headed by 
Eamon De Valera, who arrived here 
yesterday to confer wUh Irish leaders 
from over the country. Arguing in 
support of his measure, Representative 
Mason said it would not constitute a 
complete recognition, but simply show 
the willingness of Congress to do fts 
part to that end.

Justice Cohale® told the committee 
that his delegation spoke for the 
majority of 20,000,000 Americans of 
Irish descent and was pleading in be
half of a government which we» well 
organized and firmly supported by Its 
constituents.
Democrat, Virginia, suggested that 
recognition of a foreign government 
was purely an executive function, out
side the authority of Congres. Justice 
Cohalan answered that the two 
branches of the government should co
operate to make the recognition com
plete. American recognition, he said, 
would convince Great Britain that the 
only solution was a grant of full tree-

an agreement
Cabinet Division

This supposed division among the 
cabinet members was emphatically re
asserted in Unionist circles ronay. 
It was further declared that the pro
posed scheme for two parliaments 
with connecting central council, does 
not appeal to any section of Irish 
opinion, and the government has been 
made aware of this by representations 
on the part of the various political! 
sections.

It Is not questioned that the post
ponement of the bill’s introduction 
was actually due, as stated by Mr. 
Bonar Law, to the visit of Premier 
Clemenceau with- whom 
Lloyd George is now occupied. It was 
declared by some in the lobby circles, 
that this excuse for a postponement 
came opportunely for the government. 
Elsewhere the belief is expressed that 
a section of the cabinet is seriously 
trying to get the bill introduced oe- 
fore the prorogation of parliament for 
the Christmas holidays and the Prem
ier is credited by some with the in
tention to secure both the first and 
second readings of the bill before the 
vacation period, although not expect
ing to carry the measures further un
til next session.

Premie*

Retail Merchants
Representative Flood,

Of Winnipeg Ask
Board To Cease

Committee Waits on Board of 
Commerce and Requests 
They Go About Their In
vestigations in Different 
Manner.

TIGER DINES WITH 
KING AND QUEEN

Opponents.
The first speaker to oppose the bill 

was James S. MoGraw, a Pittsburgh 
minister of the Reformed Presby
terian Church. He declared that while 
a "certain faction” to -Ireland was try
ing to establish a Republic, there was 
great division of opinion there.
Irish Republic, he said, could not be 
considered a de facto government un
der international law. ’The fact that 
they have not a sufficient army.” he 
said, "that they have not a system of 
taxation, that they have not estab
lished courts, and other circumstances 
demonstrate that they have not really 
established à de facto government."

Mr. McGraw read a resolution, he 
said, adopted -by the First Pennsyl
vania Cantonment of the American 
Ivegion, declaring that President De 
Valera, of the Irish Republic, had used 
Ills Influencé to handicap the cause of 
Great Britain and the Allies in the 
war, and protesting against hi» ac
tivities to the Untied States.

George Waldron, of Baltimore, head 
of the Free Press Defence Le 
said the committee was considering 
"something that doesn’t exist in the 
eyes of the world." Advocates of Irish 
freedom -in this country, -he said, hud 
•imported an assumed President of 
Ireland to stir up a dissension against 
Great Britain and foster a feeling of 
sympathy for Ireland that is a very 
dangerous proposition." Referring to 
Chairman Porter’s warning that re
ligious questions would not be consid
ered, Waldron said It was well known 
that there was only one religion repre
sented by those who urged passage of 
the bill “It’s all an organization af
fair," he «aid.

Much of Advantage to Both 
England and France Ex
pected from Clemenceau "s 
Visit to London.

Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 12.—Twenty 
members of the Retail Merchants’ As
sociation, with E. Loftus, K. C., as 
spokesman, appeared before the Board 
of Commerce today and toJd that body 
that it was going about Its business In 
the wrong way to attain its object

The

London, Dec. 12—M. Clemenceau 
went to Buckingham Palace this af
ternoon, where he had tea with King 
George and Queen Mary. In the even
ing he dined with Earl Curzom of 
Kedlesion and Lady Curzon, and later 
visited a theatre.

It has been learned from a French 
source that the disposition displayed 
by the British representatives in the 
conference is considered excellent 
and that both sides are pleased with 
the progress of negotiations on var
ious matters discussed today. These 
included the Adriatic situation and 
Russia.

The conference will be resumed 
Saturday, and It Is possible that M. 
Clemenceau may prolong Ills etay in 
London even beyond Sunday.

and asked that maximum profit-fixing 
be abandoned, 
would be drive® out of business if it 
continued, Mr. Lofturt argued, the 
poorer claea of purchaser would be 
deprived of bargain sale benefits, 
which would be no longer possible, 
and there would be déterminâtionai 
reaction on healthy trade, and bank
ruptcy would result when stocks pur
chased at high prices would have to

The small retailer

suddenly untjer the ruling.
Mr. W. F. O’Connor told Mr. Loftus 

that he was wrong dn saying that tho 
objects of the board were to enable 
the public to purchase necessaries at 
the lowest price consistent with cost 
of conducting business; on the con
trary, Its object was to detect persons 
charging undue profits, /v.ked if what 
he was requesting, particularly, was 
that the board should be abolished, 
Mr Loftus replfed that ho supposed 
that Is what it amounted to.
O'Connor told him he had appeared 
before the wrong body ; he should go 
before the Government.

Mr. Loftus declared there had bee® 
a misunderstanding of the board’s 
Intention by retail merchants, and 
promised cooperation In carrying out 
regulations.

■Sue,

BRITISH MISSION 
ARRIVE AT CAIROMr.

Secrecy Surrounded the Arri
val—Detachment of Troops 
at Arrived of Train.

No Irish Nation,I.
Edward M. McFadden, president of 

tho Ulster Society of Pittsburgh, a na
tive of Ireland, said tho time had come 
to -put aside hyphen ism and get back 
to pure Americanism. “There never 
has been a® Irish nation," said Mr. 
McFadden. “They ere no more united 
today than they wore when they had 
five kings to the five Irish provincee." 
There are three parities & Ireland, he 
said, "too titan Fein party, represent
ing the most seflflelTdoctrine that ever 
was held up; the Nationalist party, 
which had worked for Home Rule, and 
the Ulsterites.
majority wanted Independence, 
declared It ifraa "a matter of record" 
that the Ginn Feta party was "given 
orders to refuse conscription through
out Ireland" during the war.

George T. Lemon, of Troy, N. Y., 
president of the National Federation 
of Presbyterian Patriotic Societies, also 
opposed the bM1, charging that the 
advocates of Irish freedom were at
tempting to force the Irish question 
into the 1920 Presidential campaign 
"Such a step,” he declared, "could 
only result in harm.” He denied that

Cairo. Monday, Dec. S—Secrecy «un
rounded the arrival oT the British mis
sion headed bv Viscount Milner, sec
ret aory for the colonies. The party 
was driven to a hotel before the popu
lation was aware of its presence. 
Detachments of troops were about the 
station in the rain, but they are such 
familiar sights in Cairo that the na
tives did not suspect the reason for

ANOTHER BOARD 
OF CONCILIATION 

FOR N.S. MINERS
Labor Dept. Appoints Board ^Jp

to Investigate Dispute Be- One newspaper announcing the ar- 
. /A , n rival of the mtoelon says:tween Maritime Coal Ky. 

and Its Miners.
. "We will soon see whether the 

Egyptians have forgotten their 
lions which have not been achieved, 
or whether they interpret the arrival 
of the mlesion as a crisis necessitating 
,a final effort.”

He denied that a
IIo

Ottawa, Ont., Dec. 12.—The Minister 
of Labor has appointed a board of 
conciliation to Investigate the dispute 
between the Maritime Goal, Railway 
and Power Company of Ma-ooan, N. of conciliation which has been twt&b- 
8., and its coal miners Mr G. C. Tinted in connection with the Nova 
Ratcliffe Hulme, of Montreal, will rep- tieotia coal miners, 
resent the employons, and Mrs. J. C. Boards have been aftready estob- 
Watters, of Inverness. N. S., the men. 111 shed between the Dominion Steel and 
Judge George Patterson, of Cumber-ten! 1 OoaJ Company, the Intorcokynitti Coal 
County, will act as chairman of the Company and the Acadia Ooei Company 
board. This makes the fourth board 1 and their employees.

i

CLEiraU'S 
VISIT CAUSE OF 

SPECULATION
The Exact Purpose of HU 

Trip to London to Confer 
With Premier Lloyd 

George Arouses Greet 
Interest in Paris.

AMERICA’S ACT MAY 
CAUSE CONFERENCE

Press Infer the Visit is for the 
Purpose of Finding Substi
tute for Support of France 
Expected from States.

Paris, Decs 12—(By The Associated 
Press)—Great Interest has 
aroused here by Premier Clemenceau’s 
visit to London, and considerable spec
ulation has appeared as to the exact 
purpose of M. Clemenceau’s trip.

It has been learned from a high 
authority, however, that tho official 
point of view of the French Premier’s 
mission differs from that of the press 
In that hk purpose Is not, as has 
generally been reported, to find a sub
stitute for the support of France which 
has been expected from the United 
States. It was, this authority de
clares, to consult with the British 
Premier regarding a number of ques
tions that require more or less urgent 
treatment, and which the United 
States in the present situation, Is not 
able to take up efficiently.

Counts On America.
France, according to the same au

thority, counts as much today 
utpon the moral aid of America—and 
upon (her material aid in case of need, 
but the official expression of French 
opinion, as pointed out, is particularly 
difficult, as It risks giving the Impres
sion of interference In American poli
tics. For instance, It is stated. In 
quarters generally considered highly 
authoritative, that the Frapcfo govern
ment does not find anything Impossible 
of acceptance In the reservations to 
the covenant 
tlons voted 
ate, however, 
out, If the government should make 
a statement to this effect Its action 
would have the appearance of taking 
part in the discussion of an American 
Issue.

Confidence lu the ultimate solution 
of the present difficulties and the con
tinuation of tht ordlal relations ex- 
toting between France and tho United 
States, as Associated Powers, remain 
Intact, It Is declared.

the League of Na- 
a United States Sen- 
w Informant pointed

Crown To Finish 
Presentation of Case 

Against Russel
With the Evidence of Over 

100 Witnesses in Prosecu
tion Rests Today—Defence 
to Cedi Dozen Witnelises.

Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 12—With the 
evidence of over one hundred witness
es already in, the case of the crown 
against R. B. Russell, accused of se
ditious conspiracy, will be completed 
tomorrow, according to a statement 
by A. J. Andrews, K. C., leading coun
sel for the crown, at noon today. 
There remains less than & dozen wit
nesses to be heard, besides a large 
amount of documentary evidence that 
has to be put in.

J. E. Bird, second counsel for the 
defence, said today that between ten 
and fifteen witnesses would be called 
on behalf of Russell among these, ne 
said would be the accused himself 
and probably two or more of the sev
en accused.

An article, published in an issue of 
the One Big Union Bulletin and a iso 
in the Western Labor News, was read 
to the court today by Mr. Andrews. It 
expounded the alma and objects of the 
One Big Union and the methods used 
by capitalists to block the workers.

Evidence of lnimidatlon, practised 
during the strike, was put In by the 
crown at the trial today. R. f. Rose 
and his brother, B. A. Ross, both em> 
ployees of the Poet Office, swore that 
their neighbors and crowds of strik
er» practiced lnimidatlon upon mem.

Mrs. R. F. Ross, wife of the witness, 
swore that as the result of action by 
her neighbors she was unable to get
bread or milk.

ISLAND DECIDES 
ON GOOD ROADS

Will Take Advantage of Fed
eral Road Grant and Expect 
to Expend $400,000 Next
Year.

Charlottetown, P. B. I., Dec. 12—It 
was announced by Hon. George E 
Hughes, rpem.ber of the government, 
at a meeting of Retail Merchants As
sociation last night that the govern
ment are planning to take advantage 
of the federal road grant and expend 
1400,000 on roads next year.
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