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MESSENGER AND VISITOR

' « & Foreign Missions «»

V. B. M. U.
“We ave labovers together with God.”

Contributors to this column will please addfess Mrs, J.
W. Manaing, 24¢ Duke St., St. John, N. B. *

PRAYER TOPIC FOR SEPTEMBER.
That God’s special blessing may rest upon all de-
pariments of our work for the coming year and many
souls be wom for Christ at home and abroad.

NOTICE.

All parcels for India must be sent without delay to
the following address :  Miss Laura Peck, Wolfville,
Nova Scotia,
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J. HUDSON TAYLOR.

The death of J. Hudson Taylor removes from the
Christian ministry one of the most- devoted men of
the present age. His life and work are full of most
interesting and instructive incidents.  As the head
of one of the largest gussionary organizations in the
world he stands without a peer, He may be class-
ed with General Booth of the Salvation Army, as
ap organizer of men.

It 1s proposed in what follows to give a brief
sketch of his early hfe and conversion and the be-
ginning of his work in China.

Mr. Taylor-was born ‘in. Barnsley, Yorkshire, -on
the z1st of May, 1832, 50 that at bis.death he was
73 years of age: ‘«He was:the first; sind-afteowards
the only surypving $66 of His paresis. 1 Int shis -eerly-
days, Mr. Taylor. was —extrémély “delichte; “and -i¢ -
seemed as though all hopes -tbat he, the child of
answered prayer, should become a messenger of God
to the heathen, must be given up. So far as his
parents were concerned, this appears to have been
done. In his boyhood, he -was under religious in-
fluences continually; but be come to a point when,
after striving hard to make himself good and accept-
able to God, he got into a despairing condition, and
felt that, if there were any. salvation, it was not for
him, At a later stage, he came under the influence
of skeptical companions older thaa himself, and im-
bibed their views. He has stated since that heis
thankful for having passed through such a time of
doubt, for in those days he often said that if he be-
lieved the Bible to be trae, he would at least put it
fairly and honestly to the test, seeking to live by its
teachings; but if he found it wanting he would cast
it aside altogether. He adds, that since then he
may reasonably claim to have .tested and proved
the verity of the promises of God’s Word, and be
has never found occasion to cast aside the Bible; it
has never failed, and the promisés of God have al-
ways been fulfilled in bis experience.

His conversion came about in a somewhat remark-
able manner. His mother had gone from home to .
visit friends some eighty miles away, and he,ona
holiday afternoon, went into his father’s library in
search of something to read. He found nothing
suitable among the books, and looking carelessly
over a basket containing tracts and other papers, he
took up one that contained, as he supposed, a story.

He said to himself, ““There will be a story here with
a moral at the end; I will take the story and leave
the moral for those who like it;” and he went into an
old disused warehouse and began to read. The
story, among other things, spoke of the finished
work of Christ, and he asked himself “Why does the
writer speak of the fimshed work of Christ ? Why
does hé not use the words ‘the propitiatory work,” or
‘the atoning work,” of Christ? “and then the words
of our Lord on the cross came to him, “It is finish-
ed,” and he asked himself, *“What is finished P
Then his egly training enabled him to recognize
that the work of redemption was entirely finished,
and he asked himself, “If this be so, if Christ has
indeed paid ail the debt, what 1s left for meto do ?”
The conviction came into his sopl that all that was
left for him was, not struggling, or long effort, or ted-
ious seeking, but just acceptance; and that he should
fall down before God and praise him for the fally ac-
complished work. This he did without delay. That
same afternoon, his mother rose from the dinner-
table with her heart yearning intensely for . the con-
version of her only boy, Having more time than
. was usual at home, she went to her room, and turn-
ing the key in the door, knelt in prayer, with the de-
termination—taught by the Spirit of God doubtless
—that she would not leave that place until she knew
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that her boy was convertéd, She prayed, and :z‘ w‘mhm

praise for that which she was sure was accomplished.
And so, with eighty niiles of separation between
them, the hearts were joined together before the
throne; and be in the old warebouse, and she in the
guest-room at her friend’s house, were praising God
together for his finished work, When Mrs. Taylor
came home she was greeted at the door hy her son;
and as he kissed her, he began to tell the good news
that was filling his heart. He says, “I can almost
feel that dear mether’s arms round my neck as she
pressed me to her bosom and said, ‘I know, my boy;
I have been rejoicing for a fortnight in the glad tid-
ings you have to tell me.” “Why,” he asked in sur-
prise, “has Amelia broken her promise—she said she
would tell no one ?” His mother replied that no
one had told her anything, but that God’s Spirit had
assured her that he had led her son to himself,”
And so Mr, Taylor adds, “Do you wonder that I
have great confidence in the power of prayer?” He
felt that, from that time forward, he was not his own;
—that another was the Lord of bis life, and that he
must order all his concerns in agreement with the
will ofanother. Although but a boy, still under
sixteen, his joy in the Lord and his sense of God's
presence was so great that, as he says, he lay on the
floor “‘silent before Him with unspeakable awe and
unspeakable joy,’”” and at that time he had the
strongest assurance that his offering was accepted.
It would be a long story. Suffice it to say that he
purposely put himself in positions of need, where his
dependence must be onlympon God for temporal
snpplies, in order that he might test his ability to
rest upon God alone, and thus. get the endorsment
by God; ot his desire and purpose to be a missionary

-in’ CHina, for he felt that if he could not trust Godat .

‘home, he had no assurance that he could trust him
fully on t he mission field.

When Mr. Taylor landed in China on March 1st,
1854, it was a time of turmoil, for the red-turbaned
rebels were in possession of the city of Shanghai.
He saw a great deal of war and bloodshed while still
only a young man of twenty-two. The greatly en-
hanced cost of house rent and food, owing to the re-
bellion, drained his slender resources, and brought
him into new tests of faith, and new proofs of God’s
reliability. Soon after this, he undertook a mission-
ary journey along with Mr. Burdon (afterwards the
Bishop of Hong-kong), and later it was his great
privilege to fravel for a length of time with that
saintly man of God, Rev. Wilham C. Burns. About
this time—that is, the year after his arrival—he was
influencee by the advice of good Mr. Medhutst, the
leader of the London Missionary Society in China at
that period, to adopt Chinese dress as a means of
getting into the interior. In travelling together, Mr.
Burns—a much older and more experienced mis-
sionary, and one who spoke the langnage much bet-
ter, of course, than did Mr. Taylor—noticed that his
companion was better able to get among the people,
and attracted far less annoying attention from the
crowds than he did. Sometimes, indeed, people
would invite the younger to their homes, whilst the
senior missionary was left out of the invitation, be-
cause he was in foreign dress. Mr. Burns at once
recognized the situation, and changed his dress for
the native costume. From that time onward it has
been the custom of Mr. Taylor, and almost all those
associated with him in the China Inland Mission to
wear Chinese dress, and this is still maintained in
the interior of the country.

As a result of this leading, Mr T worked
with Mr. Burns for a short time at Swatow, in the
Province of Canton, and only left for the north to get
his medical and surgical appliances, with the expec-
tation of returning to rejoin Mr. Burns, A chain of
circumstances however, prevented his going south
again and led to his entering upon the work n the
city of Ningpo.

In January, 1858, Mr, Taylor was married to a
Miss Dyer, a nussionary in Ningpo and the daugh-
ter of Samuel Dyer, who worked as one of the first
repr iives of the London Mission in the Straits
Settlements from 1827 to 1845, M. Taylor took
charge of the Mission Hospital in Ningpo for Dr.
Parker, in 1860, about nine months,

It wag during his period also that Mr. Taylor and
his cgmpanligp. Mr. Jones, returned m Chin-
ese Evangelization Society, and ex many
trials and rewards of faith.

On January 16th, 1860, Mr. Ta put into writ-
ing his first appeal for fellow-workers for
these words, written to a relative in England ;=
you know any earnest, deyoted it

here

R

brief; the doctors, however, siw the necessity for a prolong.
ed stay. With reference to his prayer that God would
raise up fellow labovers, he seid at this time—*We had .o
doubt about this; for we had been enabled to serk them
from him in earnest and believiog prayer for many months
previously. Throughout the voyage our earnest ery to God
was that he would over-rule our stay at home for good to
China, and make it instrumental in raising vp at least five
helpers to labor in the province of Cheh-kiang.” During
the years from 1862 to 1865, 'his prayer was asswered. and
five laborers preceded Mr Taylor to the provisce of Cheh-
kiang and the rity of Ningpo. 1t was whilst he was laid
aside by weak health and was cccupying his tisss in med
ical studies and in the revigion of the New Testament In
the Niagpo dialect— a colinquial trans! stios—along with
Rev. F. F. Gough of the Church Missionary Society, that
his beart became burdened for & larger sphre tham that of
h s own little mission in Ningpe. Hesps "l Niagpe,
my mind was oopupied with my & & dings
but during my stay ln Englend, | was s sesr 1o the inland
province of China, as to Niangpe Maeil” Looking upos
those eleven unentered, untouched pro~inors, with thet:
millions or more, and the very ovssidarsbie ol
entared provinces which were still practic
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and it was not until h» surrendered his will in
i - on. June 2

'
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well after he had ‘penciled’ in

*Prayed for twenty-four willing,

ton, June 25th; 18635."

heart, and he could go forw;

fil all his promises; and this, we

of the China Inland . time,
his servant out and on, and less than a year later,
26th, 1866, the ship “Lammermuir” carried the first
to China, counsisting of Mr. and Mrs. Hudson Taylor, t|
four children and nurse, a lady friend, and fourteen young
missionaries,

As a result of the labors of this devoted servant of God,
there are at present in connection with ‘the China Inland
Mission 830" missionaries. ' When it is-remembered that
there is no - denomination behind ~this ‘movement we are
compelied to say of the work, *What hath  God wrought.”
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Foreign Mission Receipts.

A member of the Board, $37.50; Mrs, A. D. Hart-
ley, $20; Parrshoro, $10; Diligent River, $5; Port
Greville, $5.08; 'Advooate, $2.42, (per R. E. G.);
Kentville, S.8. Sup. Miss, A, $6.40; North Ch. 8.8.
sup. P. David, $40; L. E. D., $100, Total $226.40, +
G o W e Ve D A TR

Support of Mr. Freeman.

No. Brookfield, $25; Milton, $13.16; Liverpool,
$7.45; Friends,(Queens, $2; Minus Gui, $15; Halifax,
West end, $5; Halifax 1st, $15; Bear River, $17.88;
Clarence, $45; Windsor, $33) $158.44.

Support of J. A. Glendenning.
Jun. 'Mise. Band Zion Ch., $5; Germain street S.8.
$56; North Ch, Halifax, $25. Total $86.
Support of R. E. Gullison.

Mrs. H. H. Saunders, $5; Japan B. Y. P. U., Sup.
Kunchan, $1.50.

Legacy.
TFstate Shubert Dimock, Newport, $1,000.
J. W. Manning,
Su;'y-’l‘ru';‘g. .M N
8t. John, Aug. Bth, 1905.
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