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7 ruin by every individual, and condemns all erecd-makimr, which is 
only teaching for doctrines the commandments of men:'” and as to 
toe so-called “ Apostles’ Creed,” it is a sheer fabrication—the Apostles 
never made a creed, if we may credit their own testimony.

Q. Their professed successors must then be grand deceivers 
rcncy to such a deception. But would you really have all 
ished as useless ?

• 1 w°»ld abolish all creeds and articles of Faith ; for they 
y useless, but, being in principle unscriptura], they must be 

very pernicious. I appeal to your own knowledge of the fact that in 
all cases ol trial m churches having “Articles.” “Confessions," or 
. Y,9C,ph,|e*. that dlese arc always appealed to as the standard of 
1U ,EtUc“t,.aild not t lc,tcor(l °f hus the free exercise of the rights
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U. I acknowledge it with shame ; for I have seen the very best members 
of religions communities expelled, not for violating the commands of 
jurist or his Apostles, but lor honestly shewing that the standard of 
the sect was not m accordance with the Word of Cod. Yet. I must 
inquire, where is the difference between a man holding certain religi
mss subsam,is to ,i,c ,if,er ,hcr •“«

A. There is a very important difference. For example, my religion, I 
opinions should be no rule to others, nor theirs to me ; but a creed is a
rry'irw....r (jod’s Word, set up as an authoritative
standard ol belief to the multitude. The Bible alone should be
any book of ArtST" UUde"lu,,d itS coruuiunicaüon8 n,ore tiasi1/ than 1

Q. I perceive the difference clearly; hut there is another difficulty. Are 
we not told that “ The Church,” by its authority, decree what is, and
be believed ?S0IUItJ °0Clru,c’ !lnd detenuines> therefore, w at may sa/ely

A. This is a very common delusion. “ A Church,” you know, means in 
the true and broad sense of the term, “a congregation of faithful men,”
rt ' /m Stliln “e‘“ners » tJUf> •*! the sense to which you refer, •• Th 
Lnurch means nothing more than a congregation of religious teachers 
«y pu6- “.ow,l';re ,<m"d “I the inspired record. Indeed, a congregation 
of Christian Farmers or Mechanics might, with equal authority, mme a 
religious creed, and declare that it proceeded from “The Church;” hut 
in both cases it would he a sinful assumption of power. Christ is 
t e alone lawgiver. Besides, Fgypt was not more desolated Lv the ten 
plagues than has the Christian world been by the floods of error which 
have emanated ostensibly from “The Church,” meaning the priests! 
Look to Lome and her da light 6 1

Q. I acknowledge the soundness of your reasoning, and shall, in future, 
disregard all sectarian standards, and clear e to the Word of God alone-, 
or with you, I sincerely believe the testimony of Paul the Apostle, th
1ZTJT whatever, it “ is able to make tcise un
Miration through Jadh idnch is in Christ Jesus.”
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