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in ite Wom is a .
national eficiency. ~ Our Bisteen 10
brated with pride those .volunt e
the civil war who turned. thej; hlng“u :°
a-nbu:‘g" the ‘p.rt‘ 4 o e
; of a wreck:

comotive; agd recently the Britisly ou
nals have pl N.lﬂib,lg ascribed the calam-
ftous beginnings of the Boer war to the

ral unreadiness of the average 1rit-
soldier.  Evidently, Great Britain
:  in Dly those handy
men whom Mr. Kipling celebrates i’
“Soldier and sailor, t00,” and in sase
this nation again entered upon a groag
conflict there would be found in ths
ranks too few of the Jacks-of-all-tradas
who rebuilt the southern bridges and
railways in_the '60s; too many
“Sons of fhe sheltered city—unmada,

unhandled, unmeet.”
Yet, waning as the honorable profes-
sion undoubtedly is, one cannot belicve
that it will be allowed to perish. The
Jack-of-all-trades is by far too usefal
& person to follow the five-toed horse
and the flying lizard. Something is to
be hoped from gradual infusion of com-
mgon sense into unionism. In the long
n, it will be seen thal! to leave the
orkman only one string to his, bow is
to place him equally under mﬁitmnn_y
of his employer and his walking dele-
gate. And even if labor should be slow
to perceive the advantage of versatil-
ity, the increasing demand for the han-
dy man is likely to replenish the supply,
Never was the need greater. Large of-
fice and business buildings, apartment
houses and spacious residences all re-
quire men who can promptly turn thair
hand to all sorts of repairs, and Such
men will receive pay as high as the
union scale with far steadier employ+
ment- While the handy man is in abey-
ance, it is probable that he is foment-
ing a rather formidable competiticn
from the downtrodden householder. Ex-
hausted by the expense and delay of
consulting several artisang about every
small job, he replaces instead of re-
pairing, whenever practicable, and for
¢he irreducible minimum becomes, per-
force, a handy man himself. We see al-
ready clergymen who not only prea:zh
the word, but, at & pinch, stop a leak,
set g pane of glass, or erect a kitchen
shelf; jurists who dabble in plain plas-

as deftly as they straighten a fractured
‘tibia. Yet most of these amateurs are
handy men more or less under compul-
sion., and none would more heartily
welcome the rehabilitation of a craft
shortsightedly crippled by the mandar
inism of the labor unions

Rassinn Women.

It is difficult, says Harper's Weekly,
for an American to understand that
freedom, as we know it, does not axist
in Russia. There the legal position f
woman is far from satisfactory. She
hardly ever sbelongs to herself, but is
always under the tutelage of some Jne.

As a daughter the Russian woman
is under the entire control of her par-
ents, Her coming of age does not alter
her position. She simply changes 'the
autharity of her parents for the no less
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rigid authority of her husband. As the
| Russian statute puts it: “One person
!cz- nnot reasonably be expected to fully
satisfy two such unlimited powers as
! that of husband and parent!” ;

The unlimited power of the parent 33
fwithdrawn, and that eof the husband
'subsmuted-, She cannot leave her lond,
even to visit a neighboring town, with-
out a “pass” from him. He names the
! time she is permitted to stay, and at the
‘end of that time she is bound to return
or to get the pass renewed.

A husband may appear in a court of
law as a witness against his wife, _bnt.
a wife is not allowed to appear agam;t
her husband. A woman’s evidenc: in
Russia is always regarded as of less

‘welght than that of a man,
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Flats™ at the Majestic this Week.
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: (ho the corporal was
duripg the Siege of Paris, which I re- .o
call with a distinct feeling of pleasur-
the beleaguered ramparts of the city, |ents.

‘mer to the outposts, but simply to the

Rue de Trevise, to the home of my old

- friend Dutailly, a rich merchant, hus-
band of a most excellent wife, father of

& charming daughter, a clever business .

man, a good patriot, somewhat of & with her Robillard.

crank a: Tegaras ‘poiitics, but one of had come to interfere in the Inierent
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the 'captain, but I, too, have prepared a lit-
Sun- tle surprise.”
“I wonder what it can be?" cried

{Mme. Dutailly, as the servant brought
hos- in a large package.

“It is a bombshell, dear madame,” I
mﬂ. “Dutailly has told me several
big that he would like to have one,
and a real one, and at my request Rolland,
son-in-law. jcommanding the battery, sent me ony™

,A-'I spoke I removeg the paper and
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choly and rather timid, but
sincerely in love with his chi
ter Mlle. Gertrude, who d@id not
izsensible to his affection. Althe it
not as yet an acknowledged mc:.n "% say-
sufficien w
a:“mpm” uth:usln to tmly ive ihe bave sent i:nh’h but an empty shell!
young man constantly at their house. ‘ letter.”
Unfortunately, the war proved the ob- | I opened-a note which lay beside the
stacle in the course of true love. Brich- . Domb, but as I read it my face must
the DB&ve expressed surprise and then con-
., for my trienfh exclaimed

_i?
%

§é

me
re

odically and conscientiously, but with- ®C : -
ciths Is there anything the matter?”
ou: ent:;sfasm and consequently wit “Ohacleus et t i

; . ‘and I
This indifference exasperated the hﬁn-; “Dear Friend: Here is the bombshell

grave defeats, Dutailly feit that it was g1
all the work of his chief clerk. m’t:.:h :hock’ ::';".' will ;i:“n’.‘ :::
The presence of a new guest at the ghe 1o explode.—Yours. - g
table complicated matters still further.: , o ek of fright filled the room
One evening, arriving rather late, T Was{ .euye it away!” screamed Mme. Du-
surprised 10 find my seat already occU- :iqily. - “It is frightful! A bombshell
pied by a stranger. with red cheeksand jn my parlor! Herrible!™
very broad shoulders and an air (‘tt' “The man who brought it has gone,”
great bravado. He wore a capiain’s g5ig the servant, his red chieeks whits
stars sewed on a uniform that -must | cgpe, - said X, “I will take it.” ~
have been looted from some theatre and | I forbia you.” exclaimed; Dutailly.
erormous boots which proclaimed to 21l quickly. *“You are not strong enongn
the world that a here trod in them.. Ito carry that heavy thing all the way
“M. Robillard,” said Dutailly, intro- ierom here' to the Avenue de I'Opera.
ducing-us, “the captain of the famous you might drop it anywhere—on the
Lost Children of Courbeveie." stairs—in the ‘vestibule!”
I had heard of the captain. His ex~| Mme. Dutailly clutched hold of my
ploits conm‘:t".e m; a N’;*hib. e .
scrted houses in the outskirts g ot you,” sheé implored; “it is too
city furniture -and valuables which dangerous!™ : ¥
might otherwise have 1wm4thecu-] “Besides,” added her husband, “this
picity of the enemy and storing them in is the deed of a r, of a brave sol-
safe places quite without the knowledge dier! Fortunately, g ptain is here.”
of their owners. e o s S gl ‘the - heroic leader of
I wondered how this brute. with his the Lost e : pale. A
bristling moustaches had ever su - bambshell? The devil! Can’t you wait
ed in forming part of our family party, and have it taken away to-morrow?"
when Mme. Dutailly explained; with; *“What?" shricked Mme. Dutailly. 1
much emotion, what had woccurred. could not close my eyes all night with
Just at dusk she had falien guite heavily that thing here!™
on one of the icy boulevards and Rob-| Then Anatole said guietly: “Do not
illard, who was passing, ran to as- be uneasy, dear madame, I will take
sistance and helped her home. te- the shell” ;
ful for his prompt aid, the lady felt| But Dutailly stopped him.
that she could do no less than invite| “Impossible, my dear  fellow—your
him to dinner, an invitation which the 'arm, you know!™ ’ :
captain was very ready to accept. “Yes, indeed,” I added; “It is not a
M. Robillard was clearly no fool. He thing for a man with a wounded arm
knew how to make himself agreeanle, ito attempt.” i
aitho his conceit was -colossal. .1 "I have perfect confidence in the
According to his stories, his prowess 'captain, however,:” “said - Dutailly.
at the head of the Lost Children had “Come, sir; take away this monster and
been unequaled. 'With a féew other ,¥id us of such a terrible nightmare. We
leaders like himself the war would have all know your prowess!”
been ended long before. The captain looked unhappy, but ke
Mme. Dutailly. listened eagerly to Lis was not to be disconcerted for so little,
blatant stories, her husband applauded | “Delighted to be off service,” e said,
therfi enviously; Mille. Gertrude alone “but I could net think of carrying it
proved indifferent. As for the poor lit- ,over these icy streets. - I will go and
tle corporal, paler and more timid-look- 'get my; friend’s carriage where he is
ing than ever, in his coat which was dining just around the corner; at Bre-
three sizes too large and, moreover, bant’s, and will return in ten minute="
suffering from a bad cold in the head,| “Do hurry,” besged Mme. Dutailly.
which always makes a man ridicuious, | “I shall be in-agony until it is out ef
he seemed completely crushed by hiS|the house.” ;
overpowering neighbor. | The capiain hastened out of the room.
As soon as dinner was over I invented ! Judging from the noise on the stairs
an excuse to leave the house, bored by |it was evident that he wa$ literally
the graceless lies of the vulgar captain, |hurrying.
to whom I Yervently hoped I-had said| Without appearing to- have any spe-
But this hope wasicial purpose in mind, I walked over to
doomed to-a bitter disappointment. The {the window. ;
following. Sunday I found him in the| *“It would have been so simple to
same place, again on Thursday. Final- |have let me take it,” munmured Ana-
1y, his place w:s regularly spread. tole. - 5 :
The Dutaillys were completely fascin-| “Don’t say such a thing,” cried Du-
ated, madame because the tender gal- [tailly, surprised at the young man’s
lantry shown her by Robillard never {quiet courage. “It is much better for
fails to affect ladies of her age, and the captain to see to it.”
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and was obliged to keep to his bed, and
weeks
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'peeellen with admiration. “Did you

, ymeans a stock exchange “boom” to

i mineral and

his wife.

“There is no usd to ’l’th for him,” I
remarked from my position by the win-
dow. “‘He will never come back.”
“Never come back?" they all" eried.
“No,” I said. “Had he gone to Bre-

Irstead, he went to the right, and he
ml'l.ned to be walking very quickly,
“What can it mea}l?" they cried

“It means, my dear friends,” I sald
quietly, “that the captain is a mere im-
postor, whom I rejoice to have exposed
by this contrivance on the table.”
And seizing a photograph album, I
struck a violent blow upon the bom
shell, which exploded in a thousand
fragments—of chocolate! The candies
inside were scattered in all directions.
A burst of laughter followed this ex-
mn, and, I may say, this denoucd

'l’hree months later
Mile. Gertrude, y
And of the captain, nothing more!
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 |One of the Most Romantic Chapters|

in Development of the

London, March 21.—"“The £10 shares in
the Hudson Bay Company have risen
nearly £20 in less than.a month, and
now stand at over £70.”
To the financier the above statement

which a profit of over £2,000,000 is at-
tached. But to the student of coloniai
history it meang much more.. For him
it contains one of the most romantic
chapters in the story of the develop.a.cat
of our richest colony—the Dominion eof
‘Within the next month work will be-
igin in earnes. @\t . n.w 1ailway whicy
is to join the Atlantic and Paeciuc shores
of the Dominion. Half of this railway—
from Monecton, a New Brunswick port,
to Winnipeg—is to be built by the g9v~
ernment; the other half—from Winnipeg
to Port Simpson, on the Pacific—by the
Grand Trunk Railway. The second half
of this gigantic engineering enterprise
will pass thru vast tracts of almost
unexplored virgin country.
Some 2000 miles of prairie land, inter
spersad with lakes.and ponds, and hexv-
fily timbered in places with spruce and
‘pine, will be made accessible to settlers,
‘The few settlers who have already peie-
trated into the mighty solitudes of As-
siniboia, Saskatchewan and  Alberia.

describe the region as abounding in
agricultural’ wealth. Tha

ce
Anatole married’| be gained from the fact that in the yerr
3 sold

&x::”wentleth part of the land so set 'd\lllrei under its p osent
The “fertile belt” is the Streteh ot!u kug:.;&; wo ce
country thru the northern portion of'as much
Which, strétching from Winnipeg to the - , ag’
Which, stretching wrom Winnip. g to the
bounded
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; who,
months past, have been pu-chosing land
«rthwest Canada, are n&i‘:“lo

Sydney, N.S.W., Bulletin,
To put the matter shortly, if Austra-

lia is to pay according te its popula-| S

story of Manitoba, with its mammoth
wheat fields, its thousangds of p.o=perous
farmers, its hundreds . of towns and,
villages, which now cover what was;
once wild furest and prairie land, the!
home of the buffalo and the Indian, is'
likely to be repeated. - s

American Speculat

The vast possibilities which the rail-
way thus opens up have already beea!
recognized. American jand speculators .
are securing large blocks of land as fast
as the government surveys, made in
preparation for settlers, are completed,
The vallway will not be finished for five
or Six -years, but it will bring with it
thousands of settieps, and jand “booms™
like these which marked the progress
of the railway system of the United
States are sure to follow, Then will the
speculators who are now sowing thels
seed their harvest. i

The Hudson Bay Company has an
exiensive interest in all this, for, owing
to a bargain it made with the Canadian
goveérnmeiit “five years ago. its
proprietary rights in the rezion now be-
ing brought into touch with civilizatien
are second only to those of the govern-
ment itself,

The company was founded in 1870, a
charter being granted to Prinece Rupert
angd seventeen nobléemen and n
for importing into Great furs
and skins obtained by barter from the
Indians of North America. The co—
poration was invested with the absolu:
proprietorship of all land discoverej or
to be discovered within the eatrance of
the Hudson Strait.

For more than a century the holders
of the chirter confined themse ves to th:
ccast traffic. Their troables we ¢ many,
the chief being an almest continual wai-
fare with the French, who destroyed
their forts, ruined their goods and cap-
tured their ships,

With the wresting of Canadx by the
British from the French, the exploring
spirit breke out among the Hudson Bay
pioneerss Pertieg penetrated far up the b
Saska'chewan River, towa : s the Rocky
Mountains. In 1783 the Northwest Fur
Company of Montreal was formed, and, |
after nearly forty years’ competition in
intland trading with the Hudson Bay!|
Company, was merged into the latter
in 1821, j
Result of a Bargain.

The Hudson Bay Company now raled
practically the whole of North America,
In 1870, however, it made a bargain with
the. Canadian government, .and to this
bargain is due the fact that its shares!
today stand at 700 per cent. premium.
The company’s territorial rights wev2
sold to the gevernment for £300,000 in
cash, the right to select a blcck of land
adjoining each of its stations, and ihe
cight for fifty years from 1870 to “claim
in any township or district within i
fertile belt in which land is set out fur

Pzpa Dutailly because of the interest| “If he only will not be long,” groaned

would rally to the last ship to preveat
not till afterwards, it would sally forth

settiement grants of land net exceediag




