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sought the interventioný of the Minister of
Labour in this connectibn. That bon, min-
Ister prides binseif very much It is sald;
takes very mucb credit to, bimself, I know,
for the fact that bie bas establlsbed a fair
rate of wages ln resPect to contracta wblcb
are granted by the government. Why
bave flot the services of that bon, gentle-
man been employed with the Minister of
Railways ? This government takes so
rnuch pains witb contracts of this klnd,
tbat it publisbes Its announcements in re-
spect to tbem in the 'Labour Gazette,' yet
It Is flot able to deal effectively, according
to my bon. friend from Cumberland, witb
a subject wbicb bas so much importance
for a great many people in this country
as that whicb bie bas brougbt to, the at-
tention of the House to-night. The prin-
-ciple of the resolution wbich my bon. friend
<Mr. Logan) bas moved la a commendable
one. I do not know myseif as to the exact
figure, but I do believe tbat bavIng re-
,gard to the increased cost of living-in this
country, It la only rigbt and prigper that
the wages ef tbese men sbould bie taken
Into consideration and sucb an increase
madle as the existing conditions demand.

Mr. ALEX. JOIINSTON (Cape Breton).
1 bave a few observations to off er on the
resolution întroduced by my bon. friend
from Cumberland (Mr. Logan). Let me say
tbat It meets witb my entire approval. In
my constituency tbere are quite a number
of men wbo are employed on tbe Intercol-
onlal Rallway, and my colleague (Mr. Ken-
dall) and I bave brougbt this matter to tbe
attention of tbe Railway Departxnent wltb
a vlew of baving their wages increased. Tbe
frelght bandiers and tbe trackmen particu-
larly are In my judgment recelvlng Insuffi-
cdent pay. I endorse ail that bas been sald to
that eff ect. Let me say In reply to the leader
of tbe opposition, that wblle tbe state of af-
f airs at Ipresent on tbe Intercolonial R~ail-
way la flot aatiafactory to, myseif or to
many bon. members of thia House, yet tbe
exlstlng state of affaira on 'the Intercolonlal
Railway la very mucb better than that
wbicb prevailed wben tbe Conservatives
were managlng that rallway. I remember
very well tbat wben the Intercolonial Rail-
way was being constructed in Cape Breton
under the late goverument, the men were
very glad. to get 95 cents per day, and tbe
tben governnMent neyer macle any effort to, se-
cure for them an increase In that miserable
i'ate of pay. WbIle tbe pay tbese mien receive
at tbe present tie is not suffIient to en-
able tbem to, llve as tbey ougbt to ive, yet
we bave tbe consolation to know that It la
better than tbe pay tbey recelved wben
the late government was ln power. I shahl
not diacusa to-nlgbt witb the leader of tbe
opposition the question of the delicita on
tbe Intercolonial Rallway. He need not bie
Temlnded; tbe House need not be remlnded,
and the country need not be remlnded, that
-we bad more deficits on the Intercolonlal
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Rallway prevlous to 1896 tban since tbat
time. We, bave had f ewer deficits aince
1896 than we bad before, notwithstanding
the fact that wagea on the Intercolonlal
Rallway are now mucb. blgber than tbey
were before. I rose slmply for the purpose
of giving my approval to tbe resolution of
my bon. frlend (Mr. Logan), whlcb I hope
tbe government will entertain.

Tbe ]PRIME MINISTER (Rt. Hon. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier). My hon. frlend the
leader of the opposition bas afluded to the
fact tbat the Minister of Rallways and
Canais and the Postmaater General are flot
present on thi% occasion. It la very mucli
to be regretted, I agree wlthbi hl; but my
bon. friend will agree witb me also that
members of parliament are sometimes ab-
sent from parliament for otber duties. or
for other reasons, good or bad. If the Min-
Ister of Railways and Canais and tbe Poat-
master General are not bere, they cannot
be accused of belng absent from any ne-
glect of their duties. Tbey bave not beenr
dining or banqueting at other cities. It so,
bappens that tbey are absent for very cogent
reasons wbicb we ail deplore. It la well
known that the Minister of Rallwaya and
Canais bas not been lu good bealtb this
session, and tbe Poatmaster General la laid
up with a severe attack whlch I am sorry
to say may prevent bis attendance at the
House for some time to corne. But I hope
to relieve tbe apprebienslon of tbe leader of
tbe opposition ln regard to, this matter. Tbe
Postmaster General dcl not expect that the
subject of tbe wages pald fo tbe packers
and sorters would come up for discussion
to-day, for the reason that hie bas a Bill on
the Order paper on tbat very subject toï
'wbicb the amendment of my bon. friend
from Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk) would be
more germane than it la to thia motion.
As to the salaries of the men who are the
subject of the present motion, the trackmen
o.i the Intercolonlal Railway, I am happy
to say to my bon. friend the leader of the
opposition, and happy also to lnform my
bon. frlend (Mr. Logan) wbo bas moved
the motion, that this very question ls at
thia moment engaging the attention of the
goverument. Leas than ten days ago a
delegation of the Association of Trackmen
on the Intercolonlal Rallway had an Inter-
view wlth the governuient In wbicb tbey
asked flot for sucb a substantlal increasc
In their wages as the motion proposes, but
that the government wouid bear tbem and
diacusa wltb them tbe question of an la-
crease in their wages. Tbey màde a very
fair suggestion, but upon It being repre-
sented to. tbem tbat at this time tbe min-
Ister was too busy to give the matter tbe
attention wblch it deserved, but that ho
would discuas It wltb tbem after the session,
tbey have agreed to defer It: untfl then, wben
an Interview wlll take plauee between them
sud tbe Department of Railwaya and Canais
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