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of what is now Switzerland, and called them-
selves, though they were much alike in appear-
ance, the Cimbri and the Teutones. They de-
feated the Roman armies sent against them,
and, turning to the south and west, went on
their way along the north shores of the Med-
iterranean into what is now France. They had
no history of their own. Tacitus writes that
they could neither read nor write: "Literarum
secreta viri pariter ac feminte ignorant." Very
little is to be found concerning them in the
Roman writers. The books of Pliny which
treated of this time are lost. It was toward the
middle of the century before Christ that Ctesar
advanced to the T-ontier of what may be called
Gerniary. He met and conquered there these
men of the blood who were to conquer Rome,
and to carry on the name under the title of the
Holy Roman Empire. Csesar met the ancestors
of those who were to be Caesars, and with an eye
on Roman politics, wrote the "Commentaries,"
which were really autobiographical messages,
with the Germans as a text and an es use.

Tacitus, born just about one hundred years
after the death of CtEsar, and who had access to
the lost works of Pliny, was a moralist historiar
and a warm friend of the Germans. Over their
shoulders he rar^oed the manners and morals of
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