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and synagogues wt-rt- |)ri'paring mitaphysicH and the-

oMJphifs to employ the mimi of iKwttrity for thou-

sands of years. What did the Rabbis think of all these

aspirations and inspirations, or did they remain quite

untouthe«l by the influences of their surroundings?

Is it not |x>ssible ihat a complete account of such a
controversy as I have just mentionc-*!, whiih probably
forme<l neither an isolated nor an un|)recedente«l event,

would have furnished us with just the information of

which now we are so sorely in need ?

^n the Jewish liturgy we meet with similar difTicui-

ties. It is a source which has till now been compara-
tively negl( cted. Still, iis contents are of the greatest

im|)ortancc for the study of Jewish theology; not only

on account of the material it furnishes us, but also for

the aid it gives us in our control over the Talmud.
For the latter is a work which can never be used with-

out proiK-r discretion. Like many another great b(K)k

of an encyclopa-dic character, the Talmud has been
aptly described as a work "full of the seeds of all

things." But not all thinj^'s are religion, nor is all re-

ligion Judaism. Certain ideas of foreign religions have
found their way into this fenceless work, but they have
never become an integral [)art of Jewish thought.

Others again represent only the isolated opinions of

this or that individual, in flagrant contradiction to the

religious consciousness of Catholic Israel; whilst others

again, especially those relating to proselytes or the den-
liies, were in many cases only of a transitory character,
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