
progreii of corruption, thingg took a turn ;

though permanent parties wi.ich sprung from

fixed principles of f^overnment were lost, and

the cili/.ens ranged themselves under the

standard of particular leadarj, being bandied

into factiona, under Marius or Sylla, Crosar

and I'onipey ; while the H ;' ; . ,food by

without any interest in the dibpule, a I'lssive

and helpless victim."

4. Nor can the ini-ealt u'. ihi.- jjeoplo be

advanced by eountonancing party combina-

tions, by advocatinij i-xlrenie measures or by

supporlini,' extreme mm. By extreme inen,

1 mean, those who are violent and reckless in

their aoaduct, or wlio push good principles to

extreme lengths. Of two men, one may bo

violent in liis manner, but moderate in i.^a-

sures : the other may be very gentle in his

manner, but extreme in his application ofgood

principles. xNeiiher is desirable, but the lat-

ter la by iar the more impracticable ond dan-

gerous of the two. He is in politics what the

bigot is in religion— a man of ono idea, and

that idea is all the world to him ; and all the

world is not too much to be sacrificed for it.

—Opinions with him are fundamental princi-

ples ; and bis principles are infallibilities— al-

ways equal in magnitude and alike inviolable.

By extreme measures I mean, measures or

proceedings that destroy the equipoise of our

balanced constitution ; or that infringe con-

stitutional rights ; or that involve hazardous

if not dangerous experiments ; or that savour

more of change than stability ; or are found-

ed on party rather vhan general principles, or

are promotive of party more than general ob-

jects ; or that alter the land marks or loosen

the foundations of society. What 1 mean by

party combinations cannot be mistaken. In

looking over the statute book of Upper Cana-

da, and in contemplating its history during

the last twenty years, I cannot find or recol-

lect a single measure that has been carried in-

to effect or single principle that has been se-

cured by party combination or by extreme

proceedings of any kind. It is an instructive

though hitherto unnoticed fact, that every ad-

vantage which has been acquired, every con-

cession which has been obtained, and every

considerable stcj' which has been made in the

science of conslitutioHal government in Can-

nda has been eftl'cted by moderate men, and

in opposition or in the way ofno thanks to ex-

tremu theorists cr partizans ; and that extreme

parties or extreinj party proceedings have

formed the most serious obstacles to the pro-

greas of ju.st and liberal government. From
1H33 to "]d40, the only liberalising measure

got through the legislature was the amended
King's CuUege Charter Bill—and that was

accomplished by moderate men in the spirit

of concession between contending parties.

—

The political association that sprung up in

Toronto in 1834, and its township branches,

with the extreme men directly or in«lirectly

connected with them, were as inimical to ci-

vil reform as they were to public moral and

constitutional principles and sowed and nou-

rished a seed which produced a fearful har-

vest of rebellion in 1837. Opposite party ex-

tremes and violence were nearly os baneful

during the next 3 yearn. Lord Sydenham

owed all his auccesn, and Jpper Canada is in-

debted for all the benefit, to raoderalo coun-

sels and the support of moderate men agaiiwt

the opposition ofextreme men—espucially Mr.

Hincks and his followers. In June 1H41, the

responsibility of ministersof the Crown to the

legislature was the first time in the history of

Canada, announced first by Mr. Draper and

then by Mr. Harrison, when both ftlcssrs.

Baldwin and flincks were in oppositK.u, and

when Lord Sydenham's administration was

supported by the moderate reformeis in Up-

per Canada. It was while they thus evmced

a candid conciliatory feeling, and a manifest

desire toco-operate with the Governor-Gene-

ral and the Imperial Government as far as pos-

sible, that the British Turliamont was induced

to guarantee u loan at a reduced rate otjnter-

cst which secures to th« people of Canada

many thousand pounds everv year. And

theilome Government have smce bei.'U pres-

sing fixed measures highly beneficial to the a-

gricultural and commercial ink-rests of Cana-

VVhen Mr. Baldwin during the third month

ot the session of 1840, not content with the

declaration of ministers) (all that had ever

been made in England (introduced certain

Resolutions on the subject of Responsible go-

vernment, the result was rather to secure the

power of the monarchy than to advance tho

influence of the popular principle, as was evi-

dently intended. For while in tie amended

resolutions (written by Lord Sydenham) the

responsibility of ministers to the legislature

was not more explicitly slated than it had

been months before by Messrs. Draper and

Harrison, another resolution explicitly pro

vides for the Governor's responsilily to the

imperial auihoritv alone, had it not been for

which, it is clear from the spirit ot Mr. Blake

and other Toronto Associationists, the res-

ponsibility of the governor to the Imperial

autlio'ity would have been scouted in toto,

and we would have been further towards the

verge of independence than we are now.—

Had not the new idol of party patronage and

party policy been enshrined as the presiding

deity of responsible government; and had the

late Councillors conducted themselves to-

wards Sir Charles Metcalfe in the same spirit

of liberality and justice that characteriftd

their profession under Sir Charles Bagot, and

marked the spirit and proeeedings of Uppe?

Canada reformers in regard to Lord Syden-

ham, Sir Charles Metcalfe would soon hav<-

proved as great a benefactor to Upp- = Cana-

da as ever Lord Sydenham was, and as effi--

cient a friend to Lower Canada as Sir Char-

les BacTot ever was, and v»e would now be in

a happ'y and prosperous state, instead oi beinjc

convulsed by agitations and torn to pieces by

parties. Canada owes all its evils toiiniuo.

derate counsels and extrerao ii!li:, and all its

improvements to moderate counsels and mo-

derate men, and by moderate men, 1 mean

practical men—men firm in principle—just la

counsel—provident and eafe in execution.—
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