
i;

•ot' un iiiipcrt'ect creed as we uio of an iinpoi-t'ect prac-
' tice ? Everything wliicli can he urged in excuse for
" the latter may also he pleaded for the former. If the
•way to Christian action is heset hy corrupt hahits and
•'misleading passions, the patli to Christian truth is

'overgrown with prejudices and strewn with fallen

"theories and i-otting systems which hide it from our
" view. It is <|uite as hard to think rightly as it is to
" act rightly, or even to fee] rightly. And, as all allow that
"an error is a less culpable thing than a crinu; oi- a
"vicious i)assion, it is monstrous that it should l)e more
"severely punished; it is iiKuistrous that Christ, who
"was called the friend of publicans and sinners,

"should be represente<l as the pitiless enemy of bewil-

"dered seekers of truth, How could men have been
"guilty of such an inconsistency i By speaking of what
" they .lo not understand. * * •* '* To the world at
•' large it seems quite easy to find truth, and inexcusable
" to miss it. And no wonder : For by Hnding truth

"they mean only learning l»y i-ote the maxims current
" around them.******

"Thus Christian belief is fully us hard a thing as

"Christian practice. It is intrinsically as hard, and
"those who do not perceive tht; difficulty of it under-
"stand it just so much less than those who do. Christ's
" first followers, as we have seen, -vere far from possess-

"iiig the full Christian belief. Not till lono- aft(T His
"departure did they arrive at those conclusions which
'are now regarded as constituting Christian theology.

* * * * * * '^

"But when it is once acknowledged that to attain

"a full and firm belief in Christ's theology is hard, then


