
IC AN AMERICAN STEAMER.

used to defend and make tHe worse appear the better reaarn
in everythmg. Your party writer ean, in any given week
write round the circle of opinion, and so hasli up truth and
lalsehood that men swallow all, and sink into a Babel of on-
tusion. Hence our obscured ideas of good and bad Wogrow stupified m our speculations, and would be saintswhen most we play the devil." J^ot so the young and
active spirits for good or evil. They march on, and lau|h at
all laws—all human laws, at least-that cross them^ and
these are often so bad, so contradictory, so absurd, that one
almost ceases to marvel at it. The great code, therefore
must be kept intact—" Success warrants everything " Thus
morals are often made to assume any accommodating shape.
Ihis, too true of nations, descends into and holds good of
private lile, both in America and England, to an extent not
suspected.

We are so far lucky. To-day the wind is steady and gentle
trom the north-west, the sea still smoother. We set our
studding-sails again, and the deck is covered with walkers
and shovel-boardersv Sounds of a fiddle strike the ear in one
ot the cabins, cards are playing right and left, and the sun
shines brightly down on us, lighting up our tables. Two
vessels have already passed us on the far horizon. JS^obody
thinks of communicating in any way ; speaking them is
totdlly out of the question ; it is still en avant !We approach on this the 18th of the month, and must be
near the Bauks of Newfoundland. The morning is cloudy
the water smooth, and aU our little sphere sufficiently alive
In this world everything is judged by comparison ; sol

hear from a young man who has crossed eighteen times in
steamers He says that the Cunard line is the best, and
most stylish m the cabin appointments. The steamers are as
fast ami safer than the CcUins' line, better built, and more
carefully navigated. From the Amcroans I only hear ofiCoUms s steamers being the fastest. They are both, lust
now, ten pounds dearer to cross in, but are coming down to
thirty pounds or guineas.

Surely this sum, after all, is enormous compared with the
short-passage steamers among ourselves or on the American
waters. We are told, however, that they are often losing
concerns

;
the four or five thousand pounds nassage-monev

being swaUowed up in losses, in expense, freights, and so on
hmali consolation to idle travellers.
The captain affects to be dissatisfied with even 250 miles a

day ot twenty-four hours, consuming onlv Por^.v triv.a .-.f qqxx\=
let us suppose. The ColHns' line "vessels consumes^*e^rhtY
tons a day and gains on the whole perhaps only one or'^two
days out of the twelve or thirtee: ' e passage is now reduced
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