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ft)M^ OF C. DT3NKIN, E«., before the Legislative AsscmMy of Canada, OB

;,,?*eb5f certain Seigniors, petitioner, of the Honorable Honse ajains. a BUI

,i„.rlL b, .be Hon. Mr. Attorney General DBUMMOHD.enmled An Act ,o

•« deke rigbt, of Seigniors and Censi.aire, in Lower Canada, and to faod.tat. re-

$' deraption thereof."

/

Mr. Sfeakkr: On behalf of tho potitioners

proprietors of Seigniories in I^«^".^^"7^ j"'P:

Sear before you to represent certain objecUoi s

vhich they feel themselves justilied, in urjri,,^ to

Sefurther%rogress of the IM, wInch has just

been called up before this Hon. Htius«. And

surely I do not say anything extraordinary %vbe

! JecLethat 1 appear before you with a good

deal of embarrassment, and even of regret, i am

before a tribunal certainly of an extraoidinai)—
certainly also of a very hi-ii character ,

and 1

iuve to contend against strong prepossession^ ai a

powerful interests. I have to speak on beha 1 ot

clients, few in number, and
"^fff '"'; y.'f'f'J^";

fluence in the commnnity ; aud 1 fed that 1
labour

under difficulties of apt^oulidr character, as we l

from the physical impossibility of speaking m
tooth the languages used by members oiihiniim.

House, as from other causes. 1 should be happv

,

were 1 able to do so, to address the House in both

languages ; but I know that those members whose

;language 1 do not use will be capable of under-

standing roe, and 1 trust they will feel that my

failure to addre»,s Uiem in their own tongue pro-
^

need, from no disrespect. One other ^efet also
|

H have on this occasion ; it is that I am obliged to

ilUnd here alone. The season of the year and the

,fe/.ble health of the learned Counsel—greatly my

superior—who has been associated with me, have

.prevented him from appearing before you, and

lobody more thai, myself feels how impossible it

.is for me to fill his place. Bui 1 have not felt that

? had a right to decliuo on this account to give my

•erviceawhen requin-'d; aud I have not shrunw

from my duty, because, though I feel my made-

ouacy, I also feel grt^it confidence in the niiriiess of

\hi» high tribunal. I believe that its members will

'iiMen patiently, honestly, and impartially, b'

cMise of their high position, an.l in npite ot Itie
.

-

iignificance of him who speaks ;
and I am so cm-

^ . • 1 .1 _/• •»... t...il. /.' luhnt I shall

pasitionlspeak under the «»"«''""
f'j'^i^^^'!".^

from the Throne, and the reply ot this n»no «b

iSse. I know that it is a position to wnr
<

..y branch of our Parliament is pledged; th. '

a s admitted, that no rights of property must b-i

di regarded, nor legal decisions ol ^'o^rt^ set ^side.

Thus speaking Uien-und.r the..e f.^^c
lons-iu

snite of prepossessions, notwithstanding the mea-

se loppoL is introda.:ed by an ">orable Metn-

bei of an Administration generally U"Jer«tood^o

be stron<r enough in the oonfidence of tbis HoUBe

fo cirry-.ts mt.;sures-I still h-'e confidence m
the iuslice of my cause and in this High Ir bunai

-iS believe\hat I shall not labour in vain.

I shall lay before the House an- , the country

(act: not generally known A good d.al has been

nublished to the world since this eubjecl

C last discussed, which had previously been

obscure. Several volumes have been printed

wS. contain the greater part of the titles of t^

Sei-niories of Lower Canada ; aud besides thfi^,

T^^a. in both languages ot '^ "'"nb«!;«f «2!*
which had never previously .seen the I'fht. There

have also beer, published considerable extr^cU

i

from the correspondence of the high officers of^c

French Government, of the Governors and 1r-

tendanta in Canada, the Ministers ot S^te,

ad even of the Sovereign, and it is my.jelief-

! my full and firm belief-that from the.se titles now

first placed in a po.sition to be u^lerstood-thew
' arri now first ina.ie known-this corrfspondejg

now lust opened to historical research and Ictai

deXction-ia case can he made out, which caj^d

never before have been made out I have not^
Tnitv to hope that I shall be ah e to do this bjr

merely drawing new argumonts from o tl f-ct^.^
rhave studied these Uocuinents as atlenl vel> M
ptLible,and xs 1 believe none other ever did study

theiii and it is upon this close examination that I

found my opinion. Tiiey are arranged not in oilier
lou lu m> "J J

I? .,.„„, and Enelu*

\

CMiseoi lueirnigu i"'""""'!
••• Vi^=« ..,..- found mv opinion, iney are iiiiouH.^« .."-" —.r

aignificance of h.m who s-jcaks ; an. I am so con-
^' .^^^^ "'y„^,- ,,,, . J.j ,he French and Engluk

,hiced,indefMl,ofthe truth ot what 1 shall say,
^j^^^^^^^^J,,,,;, arranged in the same order.

.v._» 1 J I i...i;„.,.. I ^h:A\ sopaW 111 vain. \eraiuii» »'<=. •

.litR^ninr nffitudvinc
vuicea, inucfMi, oi uii- nui.. ^" "•—

.

Oiat I do uot believe I shall speak m vain

Let rae say hero, and say earnestly, that f do no

taud hero as tho apologist lor the beignioria

Tenure. I have nothing to do with its merits, i

il have any, nor with its demerits, be Hu-y wiiai

they may. I am not here the partizan ol a sys-

tfni; Ijut the advocate of individuals whose iiiis-

fortune it is that Uieir properly is td a l>«-'C"l'«»r

character. As their advocate I 8p.>ak merely ol

law; I have to convince you that these my clients

lire really propriotori. who have cnle''«<V"_t"_*;^;2-'I

-irtcU, who have riKiiui reconi'izea anu s«=»'"-^'

ty th^ law, which rights I d„ feel that this mea-

we will most injuriou<.ly alhct. When 1 tuLe this

nil line, nor 01 pace; uiiu im. «.....-•. —

»

ver m s are not even arrange.l in the same order

This l.neiuion to show the ditficultv of studying

1 them, and from no intention of imi.ut.ng blamd to

oe\v ho compiled them, in going over^
1 volumes 1 soon found that to understand heje

iacumtMi.s It would be necessary to ananL-e Ihem

In the order of their dates, an.l 1
have ^erefore

HO done. Thus arruuge.l, I have .carefftly

ione through them all, and h;,ve ascertumcd With

Srable accuracy to what .St-ignuny each tiUe

referS. 1 think I have made out a nearly per-

•/.ri I.St : that 1 underslaii.l all ihetitlM ;
and I iJoW

"Hay that"from this ex-minati-.n of "'« J^^^^
from the companion of each part with th» o»«ff,

-fj


