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but she Imd not, of late, made any Rerious effort

to exercise it ; and iiad contented herself with opposing
the admission of Vermont into the union, and by en-

deavoring, in the manner we have just related, to bring
over the })eople to her own interest. But while a vast
majority of the people of Vermont yielded a willing

obedience to her authority, and were ready to make
almost any sacrifice to sustain her independence and
governmeiit, there were oome among her citizens whose
submisf.ion was reluctant, and who were ready to

emb»^ace any favorable opportunity to renounce their

allegiance and support the claims of New York.
This opposition was principally confined to the town

of Guilford— at that period the most populous village

in the state. The two parties in this town, (the friends

of Vermont and those of New York,) had each an
organization of their town ; and, in some cases, there

were two sets of town-officers. Between these, skirm-

ishes often occurred, which not nnfrequently ended in

bloodshed. The enmity of these parties was carried to

an alarming extent during the years 1783 and 1784.

Social order was entirely at an end ; and even physi-

cians were not allowed to pursue their avocations, with-

out procuring a pass from the several committees. In
this unpleasant state of affairs, General Ethan Allen
was directed to call out the militia, for the purpose of
enforcing the laws, and of suppressing the symptoms
of civil war exhibited among the people of Windham
county. In accordance with these directions, ho
marched from Bennington with a force of about one
hundred Green-Mountain Boys ; and, upon his arrival at

Guilford, he issued the following unique proclamation *


