
of the present work. Although they apiK'or to haw; en-
tertaiued uo thought of these people being dcscoaderl from
on European or an Asiatic race, yet their observaUons t«nd
in some iustoncos to illustrate the subject which is now
before ua. I'hosc remarks are the more valuable, Ixjcauae
they came from obscn-ation, and without any thought of
the use that would afterward be made of them; and be-
cause they were ma^lo at the early period when the Ameri-
cans retained more of their original character. In an
enquiry like the pre^ont, some notion of the origin of the
I»eoplew of great importance, because the enquirer will

tlien have his mind directed to those tniits of chanicter
wiiich support his position; whereas, without it he may
I«i.ss many of them by unobserved, for the want of per-
ceiving their bearing on the point in view: and this was
no doubt the case with the first setUers in Amenca.
They did not see the points of resemblance which we are
iH>w seeking for, becaase they hiul no concc^ption of their
existence, and their minds and their whole attention were
turned to very different objects.

T may be lead astray in a contrary coarse. The man
n'lio thinks he is in posses-sion of some new and valuable
thou£rht, and is desirous of estal>lishin<,' the proof of it,

may exun:i>e the energies of his mind to make all that
occurs b(>nd to supp)rt his opinion ; in thi., way facts may
be mi::;repi-esented or distorted for the express puipose
of supixntiTig an hypotJiesis. It may happen that circum-
stimces will be detailed in tliis volume which have this

cluiracter; for I shall not withhold even slight symptom.^
(>{ resemblance wlii.-h bear upon the point in question:


