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in individual reformation, it can never become either public
or national. 1 he remark has been already made, that the
charafter of a nation is not to be eftimated by that of a pious
few who happen to be in it. Nor are we to take it from that
ot a number of vicious, diforderly people who are conftantly
tramphng upon the laws. It is to the nation iifelf we are to
look for a national charader. Whatever is countenanced by
public law, or fupported by public opinion, may be confider-
ed as in part conftituting a national charafter. It is in this
view, and not becaufe there were no religious people, no
pradical and experimental chriftians in our nation, that I
confidered we had loll our charader as a chriftian nation.—
i3ut It the charader of a chrittian nation is ever to be regain-
ed, how is it to be done? The anfwer is plain. It muft be
by the progrefs of religion among individuals. No nation
ever aliumed a chriftian charader, immediately on the firft
propagation of the gofpel among them. This muft be the
work of time, and the fruit of a pretty general extenfion and
embracing chriftianity among individuals. Thofe therere-
fore, who would wilh to fee us in the pcflVffion of a national
chriftian charader, will, if they ad a confiftent part, do ev^ry
thing m their power to promote individual reformation and
perlonal religion. Should that happy time ever come, when
men fhall generally know, and follow on to know the Lord,
a national chriftian charader would foon be regained, and
our kings would foon become nurfing fathers, and our queens
JUirfing mothers to the church ; our rulers would foon kifs
the Son, pr embrace J.sus Christ in their public capacity,
and our kingdom, even as a kingdom or govei- ment of this
world, would foon become the kingdom of our Lord and of
his Christ. This can be effed* d in no other way than by
the individuals of which thefe kingdoms are compofed, be-
coming decidedly on the Lord's fide. Every individual rrf-
ormation is therefore one ftep towards our becoming a chrif-
tian nation. Where is the man, who, on taking a view, eith-
er of his heart or condud, does not find fomethingin himfelf
which needs reformation ? Is there nothing in our general
condud which calls for reformation ? Have we uniformly
treated the things of religion in a manner fuited to their


