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spiritual dcvolopmont, as the African negro, must depend not onlearnmg to read and write, but on tl.o amount of famUiarTnter"course winch they enjoy with individuals of a more rdva"cedrace. So long as they herd together m large gan^s a°.d rare vcome mto contact with any whites save their ow^, and over-seer, they can profit Htik by their imitative faculty, and ca„not even make much progress in mastering the EnSlanlar

cablr;„f

,

I r"'"« '" '"'"'"'"S'' f"^ the limited vo-cabulary of the.r nat.ve tnbes. Yet, even in this part of Geormathe negroes are very far from stationary, and each genera "of i^aequrnng hab.ts of greater cleanliness Li propriety rfbetlwhile some are learnmg mechanical arts, and every year manvof them becommg converts to Christianity
"

Although the Baptist and Methodist missionaries have beenthe most acuve m this important work, the EpiscopaliZ havenot been .die, especially since Dr. Elliott becamf S„p „f

As he found that the negroes m general had no faith in the effi.caey of bapfsm except by complete immersion, he performed theceremony as they des,red. Indeed, according to the old Engl ,hrubric, all persons were required to be immersed i„ baptism toept when they were sick, so that to lose converts by not ^om-
p ymg w,.h th.s popular notion of the slaves, would harX havebeen justifiaole. It may be true that the poor negroes cherish Isuperstmous belief that the washing out of'^.very aTn of ^^epends mamly on the particular manner of performing the ri,eand the prmcpal charm to the black women in the ceiemo„;tftotal .mmerston cons.sts m decking themselves out in white Xshke bndes, and havmg their shoes trimmed with silver. Thevwell know that the v ters of the Altamaha are chilly and thitthey and the officiating minister run no small risk of eatchmJ
cold, but to tins penance they most cheerfully submit

^

Of dancmg and music the negroes are passionately fond. On

Iv t? ^ ?. 'r"""""'"
"''°™ '"''"'y ™«»' have been silenceSby the Methodist m,ss onaries, yet it is notorious that the skvt,vore not g.ven to dr„,k or intemperance in their merry-ma^ ngt


