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To give every facility in tlicii |)ower to such mea-

sures lis arc within tho discretion of His Miijusly's Gov-

«rnnifrit for ovorcominj? liiu supposed dilhculty, the

Colleno Council take this occasion, lli'j first that lius

been presented to them, to slate what are tho mcshficn-

lions of thu Charier whicli in tiieir opinion it wouhl

Im) desirahio to intrixluce, taking tlio several points

wliich have heen the suhject of discussion in tlie order

in which they occur. 'I'lie Council arc willing that

tlie Bishop of Quehcc being Visitor should not bo in-

sisted upon. They approve of the Charter in that point

as it stands, and think it liable to nojustevcuptiun ; but,

if it bo excepted against, they would not regard that

provision of tho Charter as indispensable, because it is

not really essential, and because usaf j in similar In-

stitutions Joes not require it. They think, however,

that no person should ho Visitor who is not u Member

of the Church of England, unless indeed it slioiild be

thought advisable to make the Court of King's Bench

viaitor in conformity to a general and constitutional

principle.

The Council are willing that tho President of the

College, on any future vacancy, should be any

Clergyman in iloly Orders of the Church of Eng-

land whom the King may think fit to appoint.

That provision in thu Charter which makes tho

Archdeacon of York President, ex-officio, the Council

admits to be inexpedient since it may very well hap-

pen that the qualifications which may very properly

lead to an apiwintment to tho Archdeaconry of York

may not include all that are necessary for the impor-

tant and particular duties of President of a College.

The Council takes it fur granted than no one contem-

templales any thing else than that the present Archdea-

con of York, who specially named in the Charter, is

to continue President so long as he may consent to do

80.

The Council think it desirable that the subscription

to the Thirty-nine Articles should be dispen.sed with in

respect to the Members of the Council, who they would

nevertheless recommend should be Members of the

Chu.ch of England ; but if His iMajesty's Government

deems a relaxation of the Charter on that point in-

dispensable, thu Council are disposed respectfully to

acquiesce.

With regard to the clause in which mention is made

of tho religious tests or qualifications to be required of

persons to he admitted to a Degree in Divinity, the

Council are willing it should be altered so as to read

thus :
" And we further will, ordain and appoint that no

" rcliginiis test or qualification shall be required of or

" appointed for any person admitted or matriculated a.s

" Scholars within our said College ; or of any persons

" admitted to any Degree, or any Art or Faculty there-

" in, save only of persons admitted within our said Gol-

" lege to any Degree in Divinity, respecting whom
" such regulations may be made as tlie College Council

" shall think fit."

The Council have thus respectfully laid before Your

Excellency the objections which occur to them against

the surrender of the Charter, for the purpose of throw-

ing the whole matter as a perfectly open question be-

fore the Legislature, and they have also stated what

ore the alterations which they think might with advan-

tage be made in the Charter, and in effecting which

they will cheerfully give any aid in their power.

Before taking leave of tlic subject, however, they

cannot forbear to declare that they have experienced

no little surprize and mortification in perusing some of

the arguments which His Majesty's Secretary of State

has advanced for proving the propriety and necessity

of surrendering the Charter.

In the first place, they humbly submit that the Char-

ter of King's Col h'ge cannot ri'iisonably be cidlod ex-

(;lu.tivo and resirictivo by comparison with that of any

olhor Collego in the Dominions of the Crown. And in

the next place, llicy cannot concur in the as.sumption

that anyllmig contained in tho Charier bus necessarily

bad the clli-ci ofcoiiiileracling or defeating liie design

of tiu' Institution, and depriving the Province of the

advantage anticipated from its a(loption.

Tliey admit that representations have been made,

complaining of their Charter in common with a multi-

tude of other sui)posed grievances, and that His Miijcs-

ty's Government in deference lo these representations,

hab suspended the operations of the College Council

;

but ihey cannot admit that this suspension of proceed-

ing has been otiierwise necessary than from this direct

interposition proceeding from His Majesty's Govern-

ment.

The Council perceives tliat His Majesty's Secretary

of State notices die fact, " that whilst no positive steps

" have heen yet taken for giving to King's College any

" practical exislence, tho" now Collego wliicli Your
" Excellency has established has been forwarded with

" considerable activity, and is now open for the instruc-

" tion of youth ; from which fact it is assumed that ex-

" porienco has demonstrated that under tho peculiar

" circutristaiices of Upper Canada, a College with re-

" striclive tests is altogether inoperative for any useful

" purpose."

Tho Council do indeed very much regret, that it

should have escaped the recollection of His Majesty's

Government, that the progress of King's College has

been obstructed by such a direct interposition of the

Government, under the authority of the Secretary of

State, as excludes all inferences of the kind, and such

as left no room for deliberation, much less for experi

ment. In justice to themselves and to prevent further

misapprehension on this subject, the College Council

take this occasion to explain how it has happened that

this Institution, founded on a solemn Charter under

the Great Seal of England, has not been culled into

action in the few years that have elapsed since they

were appointed to manage its affairs : they, therefore,

beg to state that, upon the arrival of the Charter,

which was a short time before Your Excellency

assumed the Government of this Province, the neces-

sary measures wore taken by His Excellency the then

Chancellor, and by the College Council appointed by

him, for carrying its provisions into elTect. In a short

space of time they had purchased a very eligible site

for the College ; they had had a minute Survey and

Report made ofthe value ofall the lands which constitute

the Endowment ; and had made such arrangements as

were rapidly producing tho necessary funds. They

had procured a model and specifications of suitable

buildings, and were on the very point of advertizing

for contracts to erect such parts of them as would suf^

fice for the immediate purposes of the Institution.
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They were proceeding in all this without difficulty

or hesitation when Your Excellency succeeded to the

Government of the Province, and in a short time after-

wards (acting doubtless upon instructions received

from His Majesty's Secretary of Slate) convened tho

College Council for the purpose of making to them

the announcement that no further steps should be

taken. This announcement was made in terms so po-

sitive, that it was declared that one stone should not bo
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ter had been made or proposed to the Legislature,

and iliat as Chancellor Your Excellency would utterly

I refuse to concur in any further measures of the Council

I

under present circumstances.
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