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he cvor ceftse tiin ixcrtions to draw soiils from ( iml, mijiI IViistriito,

in as imicli n.s hu can, thn woi-k of (iod's Chiinli. Il(> In miinjr

around wckiriK <" <Icceiv« the iiit«lli;;ciiri>, to iiitlmiio tin- pns-

•ions. to iiiisdirfpt the will. That h.' is rmnotii.il pirsonal Iviti;;,

eapablc of Join;; all thiH, the t.Hrliin;;s of Holy Sr, ipliiro, and.
in an especial manner, our Ix^rd'a words, leave im po»«ibilitv of
doubt. That he is doinj: tlii.s in our own <lay we hav.' abundant
proof. If we leave out his insi.lious and inali;;n influence on the
minds of men, how can we explain the opposition, frecjuentlv tl>e

fierce dislike, not to say Imt.ed, of nmriy jrood citizens ami kind
ncijjhboiirs, to some work of the Inchest charity, to the (iospul

of Christ, to the toachinc of llelij;ion in the sclir il. or to tins

recognition of tiod's law in political life We cii ot think all

such men are consciously wicked. They have .leen, however,
and are, unwary

;
hence they have b i misled by the catc'

crys, and sophistries of desi};ning ones who are of " their fathi

'

the devil." In the rush of niorlern life few men reflect, fitwcr

rea.son out conclusions from well-deKned premises. The .'reat

majority form no opinions of their own. They accept them
ready made from the newspaper, or m.ijjazine, or lodj;e ro'.iti.

This condition of mind makes it comparatively easy for the devil

to exercise a subtle influence ajjainst good through many other-
wise worthy men, and to achieve his great modern triumpl, of
hoodwinking them as to his existence. Let such as these remem-
ber that our Lord explicitly taught the reality of a personal
devil, and that He said :—" He that is of God heareth the word
of God. Therefore, you hear them not, because vou are not of
God."—(John VIM, 47).

This spirit of evil, this malignant opposer of .leaus Chri.st

and His work, cannot be supposed to dwell in the presence of


