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When our late petition to the throne prc^uccd no other cflfe^

than frelh injuries, and votes of your legiflature, calculated to

juftify every feverity ; when your fleets, and your armies, were
prepared to wreft (rom us our property, to rob us of our Liberties

or our lives ; wlie^ the hofti^e attempts of General G.ige evinced
his dellgns, we levied armies for our fecurity and defence ; when
the powers veiled in the governor of Canada, gave us reafon

to apprehend danger from That quarter ; and we had frequent

intimations, that a cruel and favagje eneliiy was to be let loofe

upon the defencelefs inhabitants of cur frontiers ; we took fuch

meafur s as prudence didhited, as necelTity will juftifv. We
poflefTed ourfelves of Crown-Point and Ticonderoga. Yet give

«s leave, molt frlcirmlv to afliire you, that we have not yet loft

l^ght of the objedl we have ever had in view ; a reconcil ation

with you on conftitutim^l principles; and a reftoration of tiiat

friendly intercourfe, which, to the advantage of both, we 'till

lately maintained. ,

The inhabitants of this country apply themfelves chiefly to

afrriculture and commerce. As their falhions and manners are

fimilar to yours, your markets mult afford them the coiiveniencies

and luxuries, or which they exchange the produce of their la-

bours. The wealth of this extended continent centers with you;
an i our trade is fo regulated as to be fubfervient, only to your
interefK You are too reafonable to expeft that by taxes (in ad-
di'ion to this) we Ihould contribute to your expence, lo believe

after diverting tiie fountain that the Itreams can flow with un-
abated force.

Tt has been fa Id that we refufe to fubmit to the reftrielions on
our commerce. From whence is this inference drawn i" Not;

from our words, we having repeatedly declaicd the contrary,

and we again profefs our fubmillion to the I'everal adli ot trade

and n ivigation palTed before tlie year i7'>3, trufting neverthe-

Itfs in the equity and juflice of parliament, that fiicli ot them as

upon cool and impartial confideratlon, Ihall anpear to have im-
pofed unnecefTary or grievous reftridions, will, at fnme happier
period, be repealed or altered. And we chearfully confent to

the operation of fu(ih afts oftheHrhilh parliament, as Ihall be
reftra'ned to the regulation of our "xternal coniuierfe for the

purpofe of fecuring the commercial advantages of the whole em-
pire to the mother country, and the commercial benefits of its

refpeftive members, excluding every idea of taxation internal
or external, for railing a revenue on the fubjeds inAmeiica,
Witliout iheir confent.
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