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iliip or fhlps of war whatever were Tent to re-

inforce the faid fquadron, nor any recruits, nor

reinforcements whatever to the faid garrifon till

the failing of the fquadron under Admiral Byngy

on the 6th of April 1756. That it appears that

a greater number of Iliips ofwar could have been

fent into the Mediterranean, than thofe fent on

the 6th of ^r/V 1756.

That on the 30th of March i 756, and

not before, orders were ' given for raifing a

company of miners, and on the 7th of May, in

a Jetr.r from Mr. Fox, being after the com-

mencement of the feige of fort .S*^. Philip's, di-

re'^ions were given for fending three more ba-

talions, for the reinforcement of that gar-

rifon.

That it appears that the repeated advices

received by the government, of the beginning,

progrefs, and defti nation of the fleet, equip-

ping at Toulon in the years 1755 and 1756, and

that the not fending an earlier and ftronger na-

val force to the Mediterranean than that which
failed under Admiral Byng (notwithfbnding as

above) were fome of the principal caufes of the

lofs of Minorca.

That it appears that the delaying to fend

any reinforcement of troops to the ifland of

Minorca, till the departure of Admiral Byng on

the 6th of April 1 756, the fu.ffering the ofli-

cers
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