
96 Recent Travellers in North America.

II
f!'

I

own impression is too clearly ilemonstraled by the necessity wliioh

these citizens h.ive advocated, of passing- laws in the senate against all

instruction being granted to this race. If, in their opinion, no

harm could arise to their own interest from increased knowledge in the

slave, or if he were utterly incapable of receiving useful impression.s,

why adopt such vigorous measures to preclude him o'lly from eating of

that fruit, which they acknowledge, by their universal system of edu-

cation, to be so invaluable to themselves?'

—

Glimpse, p. 146.

'It has been stated by persons worthy of credit,' says Mr. John-

ston, ' that the older skulls disinterred from the Negro burying

ground at New York, are much thicker, and indicate a less in-

tellectual character, than those of more modern date. Dr. VV.irren

showed me, in his collection, skulls of pure Negroes of full blood,

which he assured me were of enlarged size, and manitested greater

signs of intellectual capacity; and he expressed to nie his conviction,

that the race, by long residence in this more intellectual country,

was itseif becoming more intellectuid. This is certainly in consonance

with one's hopes and wishes, and in accordance with the ideas of

Blumenbacli. The upholders of the permanence and inalterubHily

of pure races meet us with the ol)jection. that there art ir^ Kf. .

different tribes with ditierent degrees of intellectual endo\, iXn ,

and that, to prove our cnso, we must trace the same family always mix-

ing with the same blood for a couple of centuries, and show f)>at the

last of the successive generations is wiser and nobler in mind tisan

the first. But though this has not been done, I am not willing to

estimate lightly the matured opinion of so old and practised an observer

as Dr. Warren.'

Most lamentable is: the unmeasured aciimony and virulence

which the Slavery Question is at present exciting throughout the

Union. The Free States, galled by the gibes and sarcasms hurled

•It them from Europe as tolerators of slavory, and roused by tlic

sight of horrors wiiich the r\igitive Slave Bill has now brought

to tlioir doors, have lost sight of all prudence, and cast forbearance

to the winds, in their antipathy to slavery and the Slave States.

They overlook the immense dlHiculty of dealing with such a

question—they forget of how old a standing the evil is, and how
closely it has become mix(Kl up with the material interests and

social ipstitutu/ns of the s<mthern part of the Union. As M.
Marmier sharply reminds them-

—

' They discuss this question quite at their ease, liy the nature of

their soil and climate they have no need of slavery, and there are but,

few negroes v,ithin their territories. I will add that the States of tlic

North have no right to boast of their emancipation of the blacks, sint

they have conceded to theni only an aHVontiiig liberty—since they

hold them like helots to tlie lowest trades, and brand tiiem with a

stigma of reprobation like pariahs.'

It is a (iordjan knot that dare not be cut. It is a task for a

Nanoleon
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