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frequent Wint of natural Reft-, that my Milk was
incirely dried up again, and my helplefs Babe very
poor and weak, appearing to be little more than Skin
and Bones ; for I could perceive every Joi»it of it,

from one End of its Back to the other ; and how to
procure any Thing that might fuit its weak Appe-
tite, I was at a very great Lofs. Whereupon one
of the Indian Squaws, perceiving my Uneafinefs,

began Difcourfe with me, and withal advifed me to

take the Kernels of Walnuts, and after I had cleanfed

them, to beat them up with a little Water, which
accordingly I did, and the Water looked like Milk j

then Ihe bade me add to this Water a little of the

fineft Indian Corn-meal, and juft boil it up together

:

I did fo, and found it very palatable ; and loon per-

ceived that it nourifhed my Babe, for it quickly be-

gan to thrive, and look well -, which gave me great

Comfort. I afterwards underftood, that with this

Kind of Diet the Indian Children were often fed.

But the Comfort I received, on my dear Child's

Recovery from the Brink of Death, was foon mixed
with Bitternefs and Trouble •, for my Mafter, ob-

ferving its thriving Condition, ufed often to look

upon it, and fay, that, when it was fat enough, he
would have it killed and eaten. Turfuant to this

Threat, he obliged me to fetch a Stick, which he
faid he had prepared to roaft my Babe upon. And,
as foon as I had brought it, he made me fit down by
him, and undrefs the Infant. The Child now being

naked, he began to feel its Arms, Legs, and Thighs

;

and having paffed this Examination upon it, he in-

formed me, as it was not yet fat enough, I muft

drcfs it again till it was in better Cafe. But, not-

withftanding he thus adted, I could not perfuade

myfelf he was in earnell, but that he did it with a

View to afflid and aggravate me : neither could I

think but that our Lives would be prefci*ved from

his


