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IN SENATE OP" THE UNITED STATES.

June 6, 1833.

Submitted, and ordered to be printed.

CZ'^^^^l Mr. laNN submitted ihe following

REPORT

:

[To accompany Senate Bill No. 206.]

The Si'lcci Cnmmiltco, to which was referred a bill to authorize the Pres-
ident of he United States to occupy the Oregon Tfrritory^ submit to

the consideration of the Senate thefollowing report:

The attention of the Government has been, on several occasions, called

to this important subject by bills and resolutions, througlj able and eiabo*

rate reports from committees of Concjress, and in various Executive commu-
nications. We will not ascend higher in the liCgislalive history of this Ter-
ritory than the last annual message of President Monroe, in which he says:

"In looking to the interests which the United States have on the Pacific

ocean, and on the western coast of this continent, the propriety ofestablishing

a military post at the mouth of the Coliunbia river, or at some other point in

that quarter, within our acknowledged limi's, is submitted to the considera-

tion of Congress. Our commerce and fisheries on that sea and along that

coast have much increased, and are increasing. It is thought that a mili-

tary post, to which our sliips of war might resort, would afford protection

to every interest, and have a tendency to conciliate the tribes of the north-

west, with whom our trade is extensive. It is thought, also, that, by the es-

tablishment of such a post, the intercourse between our western Slates and
Territories and the Pacific, and our trade with the tribes residing in the

intcriorj on each side of the Rocky mountains, would be essentially pro-

moted. To carry this object into effect, the appropriation of an adequate

sum to authorize the employment of a frigate, with an officer of the corps

of engineers, tn explore the mouth of the Columbia river, and the coast

contiguous thereto, to enable the Executive to make such establishment^

nt the most suitable point, is recommended to Congress."

Such were the views of an enlightened statesman and patriot. The ad-

ministration which succeeded took up this matter, and it became the sub-

ject of a negotiation between the Government of Great IMtain and the

United States, in which nothing was done definitively to settle the claims of

the parties. This correspondence was marked by great ability.

The lapse of time, and the progress of events in thiit quarter of the con-

tinent which are unfriendly (o the interests of the United States, require, io

BUirdTliives, primers.
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