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fome journeyi of feveral days, without fufFering any other emotions
to arife, than thofe of regret, for having loft perfons who were (6

dear to them in their lives. When all the bodies are collected toge-

ther, they are dreft in the Bneft (kins they can procure ; the featt i«

lield ; their greateft actions are celebrated, and all the tender inter-

courfes that took place betweeri them are recounted. A large pit i$

dug in the ground, and the bodies reinterred with poiup, with
mournin?, and with lamentation.

The Indians of America hold a future (late of exiftence ; they
make an offering of their Brft fruits ; fome feem to hold in venera-

tion the fun and moon. They have their priefts, their conjurers,

their fortune-tellers and doctors, who are regarded by the credulous,

as poifefTed of fupernatural powers. They regard dreams, and the

finging and flying of birds, as omens of future events. Some tribes

are peaceful and averfe to the bloody builnefs of battles, other*

facrince or devour their prifoners of war. Some derive much of their

food from the waters, others principally feaft upon venifon ; fome wear
ikins of beads, fome a kind of cloth which they make from cotton,

and others hardly ufe any covering at all. Before they were vifited

by the Europeans, their tools and arms were like thofe of the South Sea

iuanders, with the addition of the bow and arrows ; like the iflanders

alfo, fome of them disfigure their bodies, to make themfelves look

fine ; they bore the note, the lips, and cheeks, they draw down
their ears to touch their ilioulders, and by prefiiire they deform the

whole head.

SECTION VIL

Lands round th£ North Pole.

»
Having now completed an imaginary tour, round, by far the

greateft part of the earth, and obferved a variety of manners and of

men ; before we make our defcent on the poliihed nations of Europe^

wf may leflTen our airy flight, and fweeping a fmalier circle on the

Acrth, furvev the nations of little people that furround the

Northern Pole.

I. Superftithnsof ihe Greenlanders,'] Thefe nations feem generally

immerfed in the groflTeft fuperftitions, from Greenland the moft

faftern part of North America, weftward, round the globe, acrofs the

northernmoft wilds of America, Tartary, and the trails of Lapland
which form the fartheft parts of Europe, that are waflied by the

Frozen or Hyperborean ocean. To the regions beyond the grave,

^^ thefe romantic people transfer the employments which g've them
delieht while here upon earth. There they imagine, in the abyfles

S^ of the fea, an elyfium of perpetual fummer, of plenty of feals, rein-

^ - <Jcer ant) wild fowl, that are to be hunted without toil, that are even

alreadyj*>w.


