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the main guard, and returning from his rounds, told us

that there was a brisk firing kept up at Cape Diamond.

The morning was dark, and at that time a drizzling kind

of snow falling. McLean (who was second in command in

the garrison, and who really, to do him justice, was

indefatigable in the pains he took) begged that I would take

part of my corps to Cape Diamond, and if I found it a false

attack (as we both supposed it to be), after leaving the

necessary reinlbrcements there, I might return with the

rest. I accordingly went there, found the enemy firing at

a distance,—saw there was nothing serious intended, and

after ordering a proper disposition to be made, proceeded

to Port Louis. There I met Captain Laws, an officer to

whom the General had given the command of an extra

picket, composed of the best men of the detachment of the

7th and McLean's corps there ; him I ordered back again

to wait the Greneral's orders, and proceed to St. John's

Gate, where I first learned that the enemy had surprised

the post at Sault-au-Matelot, and had got into the Lower

Town. I still had part of the B. Militia with me, and took

upon me also to send some whom I found unnecessary on

the ramparts, to the party to wait for orders ; and took an

officer with a small party of the Fusileers with me, by

Palace Gate, just at the time when the officer I had

mentioned to you, with about 70 men, was ordered to make
a sortie and attack the enemy at the Sault-au-Matelot in the

rear. I hastened, with what expedition I could, by the

back of the Hotel Dieu, in the Lower Town, and on my way
passed by the picket drawn up under the field officer of

the day, who was Major Cox, formerly of the 47th, and now
Lieut.-Governor of Gaspe. I got him to allow me to take

your friend Nairne, with a subaltern and thirty men, and

then proceeded to the Lower Town, where I found things,

though not in a good way, yet not desperate. The enemy
had got in at the Sault-au-Matelot, but, neglecting to push


