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attcr 10 be cstablislnl or ly any inuiii. ipal

corporation therein
j

Thiix it liai'l'Ons lUat in ISM tlio thm juir-
|

liaiuent .Icllbcrately gave to ilio CauaiUau
|

I'acitic Hailwav Conii'any, which it was In- i

corpora 1 1 up, an absolute cxpnii>tioii troiii
i

f.Hloral, provincial and niiiiiicipal taxation.
|

It was an extraordinary contract, but the ,

fact stares us In the face, and it U in acconl-
1

ance with British precedent and liritisU
i

policy that contracts have to be executed
]

whether they are good or bad, whether they

are advantageous or disadvantageous, m
IS84 or 1SS5, when the limits of the province

of Manitoba were extended westward, a

similar provision was introduced into the

Act of that time to exempt the compan.y

from taxation bv that provliii^e in the terri-

tory thus added to her limits. We have to do

the same thin^' today. It is a most lament-

able condition of thinj-'s. but all I have to s.iy

to the provinces. Is that 11m\v have to abide

bv the conditii,ns wbicli exist. In this re-

spect, ht.wever. ihey are in nu worse pf^'silion

than the llominioti government itself. A> e

stand todav. touse a common pbraso in the

same box. If the Minister of Finance were

to introdu.o a budget wherein bo lli.iuglit it

.'.dvantagemis for the Dominion of Canada i

lo impose taxation upon big corporations,
j

upon the Crand Trunk nailway Company, i

upon the Baulc of Montreal, upon all the
,

other banks and corporations we could do

so, but W" ould not lay a farthing of taxa- I

tion on the Canadian racilic Hallway Com-

pany. That is the result of the condition

of things which was enacted by this parlia-

ment twenty-four years ago. At that time

the opposition led by Jlr. Blake protested

vigorously against that provision. Mr. Charl-

ton moved the following amendment :—

That the contract respecting the Canadian

Pacinc Railway exempts perpetually the railwa>

ana all stations and station gi-O'Jnda. workshops

buildings, yards and other property, rolling

stock and appurtenances, required for the con-

struction and working ihoreof. and the capUal

stock of the company, from taxation by the

Dominion or by any other province hereafter

established, or by any municipal corpora on

therein. That the property of the corpora Ion

shall be in substance a gift from the public ,

and its exemption from taM'ion is unjust, cre-

ates an unfair incidence of taxation, and gives

an undue advantage to the company over other

railway companies, calculated to Prevent the

construction of competing lines, and the con-

tract Is, in this respect, objectionable.

Unfortunately this amendment was de-

feated and that clause of the contract was

carried Into effect. We have to deal with

It to-day as we find it and the provinces as

well as the Uouiiulon have to abide by it.

All I can say at this moment is that if our

efforts and their efforts could rid the new

provinces of this incubus, we v^ould be only

too clad to give tUem all tbe help and assist-

ance in our power, but it Is not possible lo

do so, except by some method that I am not

able at tUe present time to find out. it

iiiiglit be bv the way cf leg;>lat:oii. it miglit

be tlirougb a mutual agreement, or by expro-

priation. There are some of those methods

perhaps open to us, but I have only to say

li this nioiiieiit. that, regrettable as it Is,

the Domiu on and the provinces the pro-

vin.es and the Dominion must abide by it

lovally until such time as it may be possible

tollnJl a remedy. That is all 1 have to say

upon the financial clauses of the contract.

I now come to the question of education,

and this miestion is perhaps uuder «'J'St-

I'lg circumstances the most important of all

that we have to I'cal with. There are evi-

I

deuces not u few coming to us from all dir-

i ections. that the old passions which such a

i subject has :ilways arousixl are not. untor-

tunately, btnied : indeed, already, before

the poiicv of the government has been

known, before the subject is fairly before

the people, the government has been warned

as to its duty in this matter, and not only

warned but thi-eatened as well. 'Hie -^'overii-

ment has been warned, threatened from both

sidcsof this question, from those who believe

in separate schools and from t'aose who op-

pose separate schools. These violent appeals

are not a surprise to me. at all events, nor

do I believe they are a surprise to anybodv

.

We have known by the experience of the

past within the short life of this confedera-

tion that public opinion is always inflam-

mable whenever (luestlons arise which

ever so remotely touch upon the religious

convictions of the people. It liehooves

us therefore all the more at this solemn

moment to approach this subject with care,

with calmness and deliberation and with the

firm i)urpose of dealing with it not only in

accordauco with tlie inherent princiiiles of

abstract justice, but in accordance with tlie

spirlt-the Canadian spirit of tolerance and

charitv, this Canadian siiirit of tolerance

and charity of which confederation is the

essence and of which in practice it ought to

be the expression and embodiment. Before I

proceed furtiier. before I pass the threshold

of this question. I put at onoe this iuquiry to

the House : What are separate schools I

I What is the meaning of the term ? Wlience
' does it come, what was its origin and what

I

was its object ? X'erhaps somebody will

say : What is the use of discussing such

I a question ? The term separate si-hools ought

!
to be familiar to every one. Sir, if any one

' were to make such an observation and to

'. interpose such an objection, I would tell

I
him that never was objection taken with

I

less ground. Mankind Is ever the same.
' New problems and new complications will

ahvavs arise, but uew problems and com-

plications, when they do arise, always re-

volTO within the same well beaten circle or

man's i)assiot>s, man's prejudices and man's

selfishness. History therefore should be a

safe guide, and It Is generally by apiieaMng

to the rast, by investlcatlng the problems

with which our I'athers had to deal, that

we may lind the solutions of the compllca-


