
lolNDKIJs t)V THE KMIMKE.

ntiiLTli iind ii'iisy sdioolltDy, toml f fi'jfhtin"-, who
lias iioi yet learnt, to restrain his passions and
to lovu law and order.

Tliuro is one cliara'ter, however, in the early
years of Ivr^disji history whi«di stands out like a
l'ri;.,dit star i?i the darkness of ni^dll. This is Alfred
the (Ireat, Kiiiir ot' the Saxons.

In an a;.;e when in n nGL,dected loarnini,', Alfred
was eai^^er to ,<,''ain knowle<l«,''e and wisdom, and to

t'M'h them f > his peoi)le. When most men were
roii;,di and erue], Alfred was identic and merciful.
When kiiiLTs were often proud and tyrannous, Alfred
was huml)le and just. When Christian countries
had almost fori^-ol ten their rdiLrion in their striii^^'des

a^'-ainst u Jiost of harharians, Alfred always strove to
lc;id ;i true Christian life and to toaeh his country-
men to do the same.

F<»rtunately we ean learn moro ahout his
eharaeter than in the case of many English kin<,'s,

for he had a friend and servant, named A.s.ser, who'
wi-ote (lown the story of his master's life. This
story is still to hj read hy anyone who wishes to
Icani al.out the wisest of English kin,i,^s. Kveryone
<'an read how Alfred slni'^roled f,>r years a,-,Minst tlu;

enemies of Kn.uland, until by liis heroism he saved
his comitry and ,!.;ave it peace and prosperity. One
ean nad how, in spite of a dreadful disease which
,i,^ive him no (comfort day or night, he devoted his
life to the welfare of his people, and how, in spite
"f his ditliculties in ol.taining teaehcr.s, he hecamc
a learned si-holar and wrote books for the educa-
tion of his o..u)rtrymen, which still mterest and
instruct scholars of our own day.


