
CONCLUSION

The German Empire, such as it emerged from the

baptism of fire of Koniggratz and Sedan, the belated

fruit of the slow evolution of our nation, could not

come into existence until German intellect and the

Prussian monarchy joined forces. They were bound

to join forces if a united German Sute of lasting

power was to be achieved. German history, eventful

as it is, discloses an abundance of great and mighty

deeds; the struggle of the German Emperors for the

heritage of the Caesars, German arms victorious on

the shores of the Great Belt and the Mediterranean, in

Asia Minor, and in the heart of what is now France;

and after the intcMectual refining process of the Re-

formation, the greatest development of artistic and

scientific life that the world has known since the days

of Hellas and the Cinquecento. But the result, as

far as the State and politics are concerned, was the

dissolution of all forms of government in the nine-

teenth century, and the fact that German power was

outstripped by the younger States of Eastern and

Western Europe. In a thousand years of work, from

the point of view of culture, the highest had been

accomplished, but politically, nothing had been

achieved. The Western and Southern domains of

Germany, greatly favoured by Nature, accomplished
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