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her troubles to face the German ultimatum
; England

was not directly interested, and so the occaiion passed.

Still nothing since 1909 has improved the real rela-

tions of Italy and Austria. If Austria has rejected

with contumely the proposal for an Italian University at

Trieste, Italy in 1911 took a step that threatened one
time a rupture of peaceful relations. Turkish mis-

government did not improve after the Revolution, and
the Young Turks showed that they had inherited most
of the corruption and cruelty of the old regime without

its capacity. It is too early yet to write the history

of the negotiations that led up to the Italian declaration

of war and the seizure of Tripoli. We have seen that

Italy had long claimed Tripoli as her due, but why did

she choose September 1911 ? It is certain that German
men of commerce were invading ground there that Italy

had marked out as her own, and that Germany had
ideas of takmg the harbour of Tobruk. It is possible

that Great Britain, alarmed at Crerman designs on the

roads to the East, and grateful for Italian support in the

Agadir affair, advised or countenanced the move as

checkmate. Italy clearly thought that she must act if

she was not to be anticipated in Tripoli by some other

Power. Her colonies hitherto had disappointed her.

Eritrea and Somaliland had a total area, of only

186,000 square miles, a population of about 850,000,

almost entirely native, and extremely limited trading

prospects ; Tripoli had once been a Roman province,

it lies opposite her very doors, it is over 400,000 square

miles in extent, a considerable Italian and European
population was settled there, its commercial possibilities

not dazzling but certainly worth developing. Although
considerable sacrifice has been incurred, the result has,

on the whole, been a triumph for the New Italy ; the


