THH OCOMMULERCILA.

1O

Imperial Oongress of Chambers nf'

Commercs.

The Crnadien Qazetrs, of London, Eugland,
lias tho follewing report of the Imperial ¢'on
sress .

The sight presonted at the opening of tho
t ongress of Chambers of 'onrmerce of .t.ho Fm

iro on Tuesday was & most impressive cus.
Thoe magaiticont hall of tho Morchant Taylors
Company, in Threadnecdlo Strect, well lends
it .if to o gathering of tho king. It is full of
historic memories, and it would have nceded
1it lo imngination to have pictured the assem
%iy on Tuesday morning a8 the oponiog session
of the first Imporial Senate. In the clair was
tho Right Hon. Sir John Lubbock, and sup
porting him, Lord Knutsford, the colonial sev
rotary, representing the Imporial Government,
Nir Roginald Hanson ropresenting the Lord
Mayor, Sir ¢*harles Tupper, Sir Saul Samual,
and the othor representatives of the self gov
crning colonies, Lord Brassey, Sir Fdmuad
Drummond, Sir Robert (illespio, Sir I'rederick
Young and o crowd of other woll known friends
of the Colonics. The delegates wero no f wer
thau 270 in number, mprcsenting 139 chambers,
of whom 108 wero dolegates by associations
outsido the United Kingdom, Gcographically
lividing tho associations there were eight ac-
coptances from Westora and Southern Africa;
cighteer from the various colonies uf Australa
sia; five from the West Indies; twenty five
from Canada ; eight from India and the East,
ono each from Gibraltar and Malta; and the
renainder from all parts of the United Kiog
dom. The Canadian delegates were placed
woll to the front. Sir Donald Swmith and Mr,
P’eter Redpath represented the Montreal board
of trade , Messra. J X, P'erraait and L. E. De-
lorme the Montreal chamber of commerce;
Mesars., I’. H. Burton, M. C. Ellis and Edgar
A. Wills the Toronto board of trade; Mr. Sand-
ford Floming the Ottawa board of trade;
Meszsra. A, P. Nilver, Geoffrey Marrow and W,
stewart the Halifax board of trade, Messrs,
James Booth and L. Clayton the Halifax cham
ber of commerce , the Hon. Jamos I. Fellows
the St. John board of trade ; Mr. Robert Ward
the Victoria (called the British Columbia,
board of trade; Mr. John Hendry the Vaucou
ver and New Westminster boards of trade; the
Hon Thomas Bannatyne the Woodstock board
of trade, etc., ete. 1N bealth, unfortunately,
prevented the attendance of the Hon. Jol.n
Robso, the premier of British Columbia, who
had fully intended to take part in the proceed-
ings as a delvgate specially appointed byt
organising committee. .

As became a business gathering the congres.,
lost no time in getting to work at its assennbly
on Tuesday morning.~ Sir Johu Lubbock wel-
comed the delegates to the heart of the Em-
mre aud spake the feslings of all when he ea
pressed the hope that by coming into close,
friendly and personal relations they might do
somethin winit together those bouds of sym
pathy and kindly feeling which were the_links
that held the Empire together, Lord Kauts-
ford was warmly received on risiog to give a
word of welcome on behalf of the Government,
and tu cypress the hope that the discussion at
the present congress would lead to results as
beneficial as those following from the colonial
<onference of the Jubilee year. Heor Majesty's
Government belioved with him that such Coa
gresses and Cunferoncces tended matcrlally to
strengthen the links batween the Mother Coun
try and her dopendencies, and to promote that
union and that iatogrity which all those pres
vat su cacnestly desired. Sir R. Hanson then
followed on behalf of the Lord Mayur, who was
unavoidably prevented from attending, to wel
come tho delegates, and then the real business
commenced. . -

Lord Braesoy led the way Ly movieg. *“Lhat
in tho opinion of this Congtess it is oxpedicnt
that arrangements shouid boe devised to secure
oloser commercial wnion betweon the Motber
Country and hor colonies and dependenciss,
and he made au cloquent and forciblo plea for

larger inter Imperial trade un the lines of f ed
trade. The rcsolution was seconded by Sir
Malcolm Fraser, tho agent general for W estorn
Australia, in a speech as clearly directod to an
Imperial Protective policy, aud having thus
had two partisan speaches of opposite tenden-
cies, the ('ongress wpanimously adopted what
was 3 purely nou committal resolution

The battle royal really began with the sec
onid resvlution, mosod vn bohall of the L ndun
Chamber by Mr. Neville Lubbock, as follows .
** That a conunctiial aoivn withio the Bltish
1% v'piro on the basis of free trado would tend to

run.oto its perinancnce and prosperity, '~ Re-
ctring to Canada ho admitted that loyalty,
sympathy and affcction with the Mother
Cuuotry had cior bion shiown Ly that coluny,
but he asserted that ouo thing was wautiag,
and that was auaterial aid and commercial ad
vantage 1o ovoked loud cheers when he de
scribed as heroic tho manner in which Canada
had refused the offer of the United States of
frec admission of her products to the markets
of the republic at tha expense of the Mother
Country. But M¢, Lubbock went on to point
out that facts and interests were stubborn
things, and that what Canada gallantly re-
fuses today she might be compolled by the
need of solf presorvation to accept tomorrow,
He was miadful of the oxistence of a strong
feeling on the part of the colunies that their
liborty to fix thoir tariffs must not be inter-
fered with, but he remiaded tho congress that
there was nothing contained i the resolution
that would prevent the colonies from levying
any customs duty they pleased, provided that
the customs duty was lovied upon a com
modity produced by the colony, and that an
equivalont excise duty was also levied.

Mr. R. R Dobelt (1}uebec Chamber) seconded
the resolution, and aauwd the time was past when
any consideration of the position of Great
Britain would be complete which did not em
Lrace also the relative position of lier colonies,
and all future treaties could only be entered
into after due reference to the interests of the
colunies also. The colonies were, therefure,
necesarrily warranted in critivisiog tue past
policy of Great Britain, and they were alio
obligated to guard jealously not ounly their owa
interests but also the it teres.. of Great B.itain
in all future negotiations iuvolving changes in
our common trade and our navigation laws.
Continuing, Mr. Dobe'l said . It is not gener-
ally kaowi that at the time when Caoada felt
herself forced to adopt protection she would
have discrimninated io favour of Great Britain
by placing higher duties on the manufactures
‘rom other countries, but this course was pre
vented by Great Britain herself. Therefore,
whon the press of “ireat Britain charged Can-
ada with taxing British manufactures, they
wrote often in ignorance of this fact. He
asked, Mlight it not be e<pedient for Great
Britain to muke some Jhange with the object
of drawing closer the trade relations with
the colonies ! Would it not_also strengthen
the efforts of countries desirous of adopting

free trade? Would it oot bring some
pressure on those couatries who now
take ad.antage of the free trade of

Great Britain but deny her all reciprocal
return’  Would il nut invrease the seit. sment
of our colonies aand, therefore, estenu their
buying power, and in somc measure recoup the
ter.purary sacrifice which wight have to be
made? Should some sacrifice be involved in a
caange, would it nut be merely temporary and
result in a universal and lasting beacfit to all,
and would it not offer such advaatages to our
West Iadia and Australisan volonies as would
wumpensate them fur w2, luss Whl\:b they nsight
expericnce by stoppiag their special agreement
with tho Uaited States. Lastly, would it not
disarus tho advocates in Canala of uarestricted
reciprocity with the United States, and make
the Empire more united, contented, and per
mauent”

Mc. P. H. Burton (Torvate board of tiade,
made a vigorous faur trade speech, and may be
said tv havo been the ficst speakor in the wholo
congress who infuscd anything likelifeinto the

proceedings.  Ho ridteuled the wdea of & com
mercial union botween (ireat Britain and (an
ada. It would, ho insisted, be impracticable,
becauso Canada raised hor rovenues in a ditfor
ont way, Great Bitain raived £30,000,000 b
stamps and dues aud taxes, but how much
poorer would sho Lo if, instead of that £30,
040,000 being raised 1n that way, it wero raised
by small imposts upon those wmanufactured
goods which com&)oted with thotr owa, or upou
agricuitural products which competed with
theit own agricultural classes ©  Ho disclaimed
any desire to merely voice the claims of the
Toronto board or of Canada gonerally, but with
considerable warmth hs declared that he weas
there to pronounco his [ersounl conviction that
the best policy of the Empiro as a whole, and
the policy which would keep 1t together, woutd
boa Erofcrcntml trade arrangonmeat within tho
thio Empire—30 that they could trade upon
bettor terms amongst themsolves than they
would with outside poople. It was not by a
iaivse. faure policy, but un'y by a policy inspired
by the old Iicitish pluck that they could hope
to succeed. Concluding Mr. Burton said: 1
think the time has como for a change, and we
in Canada porhaps because we are alongside
of the United States wo get rubbud vp more
vigorousiy on this point than you at home do—
feol perfectly strongly on this point. We can-
not remain a8 wo are ; and we feol there must
begome arrangement botween theso littleislands
aud the colonies by which we shall trade upon
better torms amongst ourselves. Huat at the
back of all, there s the national fesling—that
we are prouil of belonging to the British Empire.
The policy we couaciate can alone have the
offect of perpetuating the union of which we
are proud.

Mr. Perrault (Montreal Chamber), amid ex-
pressions of general sympathy from the Colontal
dclegates, said he thought it would simphiy
the discussion if those infavor of the preferen-
tial taritl should at once move in opposition to
motion, because ho thought if a resolution favor-
ing free trade were passed, they in Canada who
are uananimously in favur ot a preterential tanfl
would be deprived of their chance of discussing
their resolution,

The chairman endeavored to satisfy the Can-
adian delegates, but without etlect, that their
resolution would be dissussed later on, and at
length, and that the present motion only dealt
with the relations between the colonies and the
mother country, not with foreign powers.

Sir Charles Tuapper here intervened and re.
minded the congress that the consgideration
propounded in the resolution was a simple pro-
posal of free trade withio the E.ipire. But
he believed that it would be found utterly
impractivable to deal with the merits of that
resolution without travelling over the whole
ground,

Lord Brassey admitted that there =.cmed to
be a general desire for a broad discuezion of the
subject at once. Hs suggested that the resolu-
tion shonld be passed and that the debate on
tho colonial yuestion should take place upon
the next resolutioun.

Sir Charles Tupper, with considerable em-
phasis . I say there is not a gentleman in this
room from the Colonies who is not tutsrested
iusayiog ** Nu  to this resolution, and 1 will
ina gew words, without goinginto the Uolonial
question at all, say why. It is not that we
would not be glad, if it were possible to have
free trade for the Brtish Empire, but, Sir itis
fatal to the growth, 1t is fatal to the progress,
it is fatal to the prosperity of every colony in
the Empire to adopt a polioy of frec trade,
Thea Isay that there is ao gentleman 1a Eag-
laud who regards tho progress and peosperity
of the Kmpire who is not interested in saying
¢ No " to this resolution if T am rightin stating
that it meaans that the stability of thosc colo-
nics—whose credit now stands so high, and
u[Lon whose credit the interests of Englishmen
who have expended their millions to develop
those colunies, very largsly depend—rests upon
the negativing of this g]roposal of fres trade
within the Empirc--not that we would not de-
sire it as ardontly as tho mover and seconder,



