
Octot>er, 1895

will be felt at his ieing givei anly aunnoyanece by fite tiougiitless
reciall of these founadaîîonîless 1tnes. This journal will take il
as a favor if anly newspper tditor wlo noticed the story ii hie
last issue will give equal pronîilnence lu this disclainier,

Sir fienty lrmig's remark im) Toronto ic otlier day, that

personalty goes for nt hing, as far as a newspaer mai is
concerned," has led to somlle discussion, lh'e ilitamiltonl
I lerald takes a cotrairy view, coiteiding that ihe personality
which leunds n chrateristic style to onue's writing is a vital ele
ment Im suess. Stich examlC, as i )(1 and Mack, in) Satur.
day Night . kit, III Tle Mtai . Gardnîer and (minerol, in l'he
Timlues and Slectaltr . Pirie, in The liaiier, and the pl-t
usoplîer -f laohtaigeon, arected to prove tht irutii of the ar-
guient. The lier.ald is correct. There is not a successful
newsIaeiKr waiter in Caiada whose tersoiialty fails tu imipress
itself oui the ('onstantt Reader and the' Old Subserber. i r.
Niclil, of The llaniuilton lerald, is h imself as good an1 illus
tratioi of the priiciple as any. hlie lierald is a live local
Journal, ut tht. etiîtorial p:ge is pre.emninently its outstanîdi ng

seems both .ibsurd and unfortunate that professionial
risaIlry and political conttroversy shoild lie carried into tlte [)er-
sonal relations of newspaper mnlit. At a small social gathering
tilie other esenig, where joun.lsts predominated, il is related
that six of the latter were not ont speakiig terils
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Mr. i ionIly records the fact that siice itakng the sliglht ai.
teration Im the iamile of lis papier itîs uved in chaiging il frot

The Norfolk leformer to The Siicoe Reformer lie lias found
somte staunch old renders who have a partiality for the lime.
hnolitired itile. These will soon be reconciled to the change,
for l'le Reformer is une of the be4st e-IIItry palers in Can ada,
wliatever its 11is naie is.

ine of thle frev new, papîer men fromt "tis side " wlo have
gonse mitu Entglisl jourialinm and scoreil a mtarked success there
is a Canadiai. Iis naie is Tlomlias Il. Fihlders, a Nova
Scotian.li who did some good work on several Uited States

papers alonîg the hî of reportorial feats reiuiriig pluck, enter-

pirse', antd a as'te for lte aive'. uronls side of iournalhstic life.
I le went to I Indo l m Si as a member of the staff of The
New York eltr:aldi' L.iglisl editioi. That vuiture did nlot take,
and wtas dtconturd. liot Fieldes stayed in Londoi, anid lias
deseloped is talent for lîglt. hum11iorous, descrptive wiiiîrmg.
le is nîow coinnitecti witl Th'lie Pall Mall aette as a specal

.ssigmtnieot titan, a thlle betk and C.ll of the editor and outside
the' tnews stattf I-qr "auitrty reportIng the Enhsh publi will
nut stantd the atiler thylippant style encouraged mn tIe Unitcd
.tales lut \ir ' elers' work heimg de.criptive and imagina-
mne, lis .\menrieai traîming is nu drawlbaek. The l'all Mal lias
ben nottl for uirght wrtimg, and dicte are plenty of Cantadin

piens hedes Nr Felders' whi reach the required L.ondon
standard.

VhN shtlll mie nwspper lie ai nams to publiish the libel
suts of antelir , t EI turne a hibel actionî, is begun you sec a
flanutiig anitouuit -Iml uit i il ut inal ti. local paliers but tle mne

uotx eeded agaS.tl Tese at-ins are uisually the eriest "ltff."

They are taken in order t miake notoriety for somle personu, or
to provide occupation for a brielless barrister. Half, yes, two.
thirds, of 'hemi iever conte to trial. If the grievance litunters
who itmnitfacture them tfound that thie press ignored fite whole
affair until it really became serious by going into court, a large

proportion of thei would drop out of tie business. They
would betake thenselves to some other branich of the black.
mailing industry. Wlhy can't we stand by one atiother in this
matter ? Utnless a threat of action is part of soie large sensa-
lion, or is of public importance, il mîight properly be ignored
in its initial stages.

A quiet thrust at typesetting machines lias been given fromt
oie or two influentiai quarters this ionth. The Hamilton
ierald, for exaliple, fears that they will drive the editors to

drink or death. hie machines distort sentences with fiendish
îrmgeluity, and when Corrections are genrtly iisisted oui, lite last
state of tle paragralh is worse than the first. But really il is
hie inexpert operator and not the machine thiat does executioi.
We all reicmtîber, a few ycars ago, wleni The Ottawa Citizeun
was inconvemenced by a strike and was alle to tide over the
difficulty by usitg hie Rogers typograhllîs. For a ftw days, tu.
til tle operators becamtte expert, which thev soori d]id, soimle
articles ini the palier reseibled a page of Josh liillings. This
sort of thinîg was liable to occur: "l .icline Ilirow n1, for rbiintg
trunkd an i dissordderrIly, was f fiied $j." Ilut this stage was

qiickl passed, anti the whole episode was a great triumpiih for
the machines.

It is conimplained that by ignoring accetis, italics, etc., they
give a nechanical appearanîce t tlie best editorial effusions.
Ant able and expericicetd journalist, who is a stickler for style,
formulated this charge in a letter to i'Rt<rn:< .AND lPin.tsr:ni
last week. ie was promptly invited to state his case iii detail.
But lie declinet mii these sorrowful words : I don't think I
could draft anything tiat would be quite suitable. AMy opinions
are good old conservative views, but I fear they are belhind the
timtes. The machine has, no doubt, comle to stay, like the
bicycle and the bloomers, and thure is no use opposing it."
That muian is a tiue philosopher.

'l'ie 'i'rîîtlseeker, a New York journal of " free thought and
reforimt," lias been piohibited frot circulating in Canada. A
marked copy of tle paler, however, duly reached titis olicv, con-
taiiig an angry editorial oi lthe l'os tmaster-Geieral's action.
The editor, E. M. Macdonald, writes:

"Wc ask your ta reflect hard and long uipnon tlhe Paostmliaster-
Geuneral's statement thia tlere is no appeail frot his decision in
suchl postail atlltes as tIhis to whichi we call your attention, and
upon his attitude which as plainly says ihiat if lie does not like
the character of the contents of a papier lie will exclude it
from the Canadian mails. Il other swords, lie cain min aIl
Cantadian editors and publishters who oferid hini, and there is
no aipeal from1 his decision as to tIe character of the contents
of tlieir journals

Il is cIstomltary to h1old up 'l'lie Eatanswill Gazette in
l Pickwick " as the examtipîle of what a ilewspaper ougli: not to

bc. lit the Newfoundland papers are very nearly as bad. To
an outsider tley miake alimîost as piquant reading as the inagin-
ary Aritona Kicker. ''he St. John's papers are thte worst
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