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THE TP.MISKAMING AND NORTHERN
ONTARIO RAILWAY.

\V~it11in the past nionthi the Commission %Il-
poiiitcd by the Ontario Govcrnnmt has award-
ed the contract for tie construction or the
Te iskaining and Northern Onirio Rautlv.ay,
ail nîîdertaking of great interest to
lusi-bcrnicn and to the public gels.
erally. The successful temîderer il
Mr. A. R. Macdonell, of Glengarry,
who lias been cngaged ini radlwav
construction for a, number of years.
The portion of the road slow placed
under centract wvill extend frorn
North Bay to New Liskcard, a point
on Lake Tenîiskarning distant abolit
110 miles. The contract k for clear-
ini; the right of way, bridging,
grading, ballasting ancâ track-laying. ~
It does flot includc the building.of
atelegraph fine nor the erection.of-

stations. The Commission will 1
furnish the steel rails, whicli wilI bc
Sb pounds to the yard, the fastcn-
ings for the sanie and the steel
superstructure for the bridge over ý
the Montreal river. The timber
along the right of wvay is to be
manufactured by the contractor into
ties, culvert timiber, fence posts and ,

telcgraph poles, but as there will
not be sufficient tinîber along the
right of wvay for this purpose, a
separate contract -will be entered
înto for probably 2o0,000 tics, whicli
will be sufficient for the ifirst 6o
miles of road wvhich are to be coin-
pleted by the end of next year.

For almost the entire distance the
ro;id will pass through an essentially j\.i
white pine fnrest, practically none
of which bas been placed under
license. In addition to white pie, -r

howevcr, there is a considerable 7

quantity of spruce, balsamn and hard-
woods, the latter chiefly birch and '
maple. About 40 miles frc'm its%
southern terminus the road will
enter the Temagami forest reserve, Li-
passing directly through the reserve
and reaching wvhat is knowvn as the t

Tcmniskaming Land Settlement. ~
Recently there bas been a very
rapid seul!ement of this region, until
the '-urve ed land is now largely
taken up. The timber inithe Temis- Rol
kaming settlement is varied in char-
acter, although sprucc predominates. It pro-
vides the chief source of revenue for scttlers
white clearing their Iands. It is estimated that
the setters in this district Ia.st year dispobed of
spruce, tamarac and cedar to the v'alue of
$So,ooo. The E. B. Eddy Company, of Hull,
is reported to have purchased 14,000 cords of

pîull) v. ooJ lit an iL Cr.ige salite of $2. 25 per
cord, the otîter timiber going jîrinicipally to J.
RZ. Blooth. This wva, apart enitirely froin the
ojieration.s oflIusilherj* eri in the vicinit). IL
niay be explained duit tw.p or three townblhips
ii thte 'Cernibkniiing diàtrict are unjet timber
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license to Ottawva Valley lumbermen, who have
operated thereon for some years past.

Eventually, of course, the rond wvilh bce x-
tended beyond the height of land, whiere the
great spruce territory is reachîed. A prelimi-
nary report by T. B3. Speight's surveying party
states thiat ini the country hetwveen Lake Ternis.

kitnig anmd th iltit iu rh~er spIrtiCe nILI 1,ppmrl
wue fousid in ahutndance. A fewv miles nortlî
of the. Bliack ri% er, miortlî of the hieiglit of land,
il cay belt is-,a met wvith, the tmnîber on whiclî
wias chilelly sprut.e and poplar, .uveraging i -, to
14 inlhse il, di.umnieter, but niany of thc popléirs,

were 2o, inclies. Balsam, balaiî
Of gilead, and %viite bircli %verc also
found ini sonie duuantity.

Thie commission is understoed to
be considering the relative adviiii-
tages or opcrating the railway hy

S electricity and by steain. fi is
claiimed tat, in view of the danger
of forest lires resulting fiorn loco-
m notives, the governiment should
adopt electricity. 1'ersons wvho are
familial~ witlî thc territor> tlîroughi
v. hici the road wvill pass doubt the
practicability of the cmiploymient of

1 electricit> and suite that the loca-
S tioni of the rond, is flot the most
Iadvantitgcous for operotion iii this

manner, as it would he necessary tu
transmîîit thie power a considerable
distance. Trhere is no doubt but
that cvcry precaution should and
Wvitt be taken to protcct the
forces from lire. South of the
Land Settleniemît timber iirs ex-

Q tending back live miles froni the
shiore of Lake Ternîskaming have
been operated for mans years, and
some of tliese limits recently changeci

X hands ait large ligures.
To whîat, extent forest lires are

' catised by steain locomotives is a
V tb debatablcqucstion. Itis contendedin

sonie quarters tliat steani locoiiio-
~ tives carefülly screenied and kept ;in

propcr condition affiird fi ttle danger of
f'- ire. The Canada Atlantic Railway,
for istitan,.e,rtns tv.o hundred miles
throuigb a lieii il> v. oodcd cotmîtr).

4.-lt... ind Ivc aure infornîed that during the
ha-st si, or seven years no lires of
any Corise(lucnce have been attri-
huted to the raiIlvay.

A protection whicli wvill doubtlcss
* be taken wvith the new~ fine is the

'k~ clearing of land on cach side of the
railway for a distance of abouit 200
feet. The employment of lire

Srangers should:lso bc resorted to,

will pass tlîrougb the Tenagamni
reserve, whiclî is well patrolled by a

staff of lire rangers, we have ami assurance that
the niatter of protection froni fire will receive
that consider-ation w.hich it deserves.

The Maion Li.mbes Company arc rebuilding thejr
mihi at Barrow Btay, ont., whicli wa4 rccntiy dcstroycd
by firc.


