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of time than o furtnight, and that when procured sufficient
tie should be pranted 1o glow the subject under considera-
tion to bo disposed of without the necessity of nnotber appuint
ent.

Your comwittes find that as the business of the Court is
inereasing, nnd as a very large portion of the arrearge of
business before decres has just been disposed of by the deli-
very of upwards of sixty judgments, there will shortly be so
preat an addition to the number of references to the Master,
that no appointment will be procurable under three or even
fonr months.

Your committeo fiad that one Master possessing only ordi
pary ability could not dispose of the business which now pro-
perly appertains to his office, meauing by this as well the
business now actually transacted by the preseat Master as
that dispnsed of for him by the Judges and Registrar; and
tkat ndditional or substituted machinery s absolutely neces-
sary to relieve tho Muster's office of the continued and increas-
tayr pressure of the business peenliar to it.

Your committee would further ohserve, that some portion of
the present arrearage in the Master’s office would not have
occurred had the Master entrusted his clerk with tho taxation
of ordinary Bills of Costs and the taking of accouuts involving
mere watter of calculation,

Your Committes would farther beg leave to report that the
length of time which elapses between the commencement and
fiaal determination of ehancery suits, and which is so injurious
to suitors and annoying to practitioners of the Courtis toa
great extent Ccaused by the circumstances in this Report
alluded to, nnd that the profession at large without a single
exeeption kaown to your committee, however diverse may ve
their opinionsas to the best remedy for the evil, is unanimous
in attnbuting this delay to the Master’s office, und that what-
grer exertion may be made on the part of the Judges and the
Bar in the prosecution of suits to Decree, such Decrees are
often rendered migatory by the delay eceurring in the pro-
ceedings on references under them, which references instead
of being closed in o few weeks as they oupgbt to be, are pro-
longed for at ieast as tmany months and in some instances for

enrs.
y Your committee would therefors suggest, that under these
circumstapees, and with the view of providing a remedy to
meet them, the Governor in Council should be respectiully
memorinlized to take this subject into his consideration.

And your committee would submit the adeptiun of ose of
the followiag modes, without prejudice however 1o the adop-
tion of any other mode which may hereafter be better adopted
to dimiuish the ovil complained of

First,~They would recommend that an additional Master
ghould be appuinted, and that the Master's clerk ghould be
entrusted with the taxation of costs and the dispusal of refer-
ences which entail only matters of calculation: or, :

Secomdly,— A new Master might be appointed, but he should
by a person of high ability, and of such legal training and
qualiSeation, as would enable him to discharge with cffici-
ency ns well the judicial ns the ministerial functions of his
affice, and should be assisted by his clerk asabove mentioned:

or,

Thirdly,—A Jurisdiction might be conferred on the Court
to empower it to order references to referees either selected by
the parties litigantor by the Court, and giving to such referees
tnd their proccedings the same power and effect as if tho
reference bad beea to the regalar Masters of the Court.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
{Sigaed,)
W, VINNE BACON.
JOHN HECTOR.
ADAM CROOKS.
G. HEMINGS.
W. DAVIS.

THLE COUNTY JUDGES AS SERVANTS OF ALL WORK.

The County Judges we have said over aud over agaiu,
are wost convenient functionaries.  Whenever a bifl is be-
fure the Legtstative, giviug something new to be done, and
it is not thought wise to risk the measure by causiag auy
eost te the Country, the anxious stateman, puzzled to know
how he can have work done without cost, fiuds relief in the
happy sugzestion, ¢ Let the County Judge do the neediul.”?
if ray wmeasure is brought forward, requiring safe and in-
telligent locul adwinistration, the thought of appointing
and paying men fur the purpose never presents ttself—
‘The local Judges are pouneed upon, and the local Judges
are required to do the work. Whether it be a referee
to examing a party, or to adjust an account—an auditor te
csamine public accounts—a parliamentary commissioner
to take evidence in a controverted lilectiug, or 2 medium
thraugh whom to obtain Jand for 2 railroad that is needed
~—the work is handed over to the County Judge.

AR this is very well within proper luwits, and we quite
approve of making public servants doa good day's work for
a fuir day’s pay, but if more work is given than can be well
performed, some portion will be neglected, or the whole
witl be tmperfectly done. Now, we venture to say, that
there are few County Judges who are not fully und con-
stantly employed with their legitimate duties. By legiti-
mate duties we mean the business of the County Courts,
the Division Courts, Courts of Quarter Sessioas, and In-
solveney Courts, together with other local business of a
judicial character, and maiters referred to them from the
Supesior Courts.  Much of this duty requires to be per-
formed away from home, and involves an absence of many
movths in the year. No one of course supposes that the
whole of a Judge's work is confived to his labors in
Court; those in his library, if less trying, are oot less ar.
duous, and take up much of kis time. A Judge is ap-
pointed to perform all the dutics already anuesed to his
office, but we admit there is a tacit understanding that he
will perform any additional datics of @ judicial character,
which the Legislature may, from time to time, impote

apoa him. But there is certainly no undertaking or lia-
bility to perform busieess of a nov-judicial character. This

should be kept in mind by the Legishature when jmposing
new duties on the County Judges, as should also their
ability to perform additional work of a legitimate kind. 1If
they be over-burthened with business, the suitors who have
certainly the first claim, will be the sufferers, and the
efficiency of the local Courts must inevitably be impaired
by taxing too beavily the officer who does the whole work
in them.

In Eogland there is the same tendency as here to gorge
the County Judges with work, and although there the Judges



